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To E VERY EA kTHLY 3 
who can admit to be addreſſed by the 
T tle above inſcribed, . 


\ THOU, Prince; Monarch; Emp'ror, Sultan, 
9741539) Czar; p 


Whofe voice controlling law; by law controfl'd 
Speaks life; ſpeaks death, peace; havoc, welfare, wat 
To myriads, heat a muſe diſcreetly 1 


Whoſe freebotn ſpitt in cnellifluous | lay 
Courts not thy ſmile, nor would provoke thy frown ;, 


1618 


Nor ſtoops a ſlave to patty-rage, or pay 


Inſults not, nor adofes an earthly crown. 
15 


Nor 
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Nor own thou deemſt it inſult, if arraign'd _ 
Thy Haryey STATE by ſtandard meet ſhe tries. 


No, mortal, not in KINGS Enjoyment, Hai d 
Above a can Aare to riſe, 
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Her theme is BLISS, on recent earth of yore 


_—_ 


Complete: From harmony of mind it ſ prings, 


-- — — 


| From harmony, complete, alas! no more, 
1 Nor PI on earth, and * in kings. 


What aims por ey felt. cent ring all, defires 
Diſcordant, pictur d in thoſe eager eyes 4 
N That round thee ſmile in ſtrife, ambition Ares ! 1 
| To theſe ny mind what god ſhall harmonize ? 


3% 
Arduoys the Sov” reign 's path: To tread * ” 


Wil circumſpection, patience, firmneſs coſt. / 
| His private home, his breaſt from cenſure pure 
To rule tranſcends thy ſageſt vaſſal's boaſt. 


Thee, man, thy ſubjects men, offence muſt haunt, | 
| Of woe ſome portion ſtill be theirs, be thine. | 
If ought ſuch terrors wile thy boſom daunt, 


Arm, round thee gird thy panoply divine. 5 
| | 5 EDT : ; The 
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The genial muſe excites no martial aim 
The riſing grandeur of each rival ſtate 
To cruſh, of daſtardize with lawleſs claim 
Their virtuous pride, and dare their vengeful hate, 


She bids INTEGRITY thy buckler grace, 
Bids FoRT1ITUDE fix well thy lofty creſt, 
Bids WisDoM, Jusr1ce, MoDERAT10N brace 
BENEVOLENCE impartial o'er thy breaſt, 


Thy Court-Cabal, thy Royal Faction theſe, 

Theſe beſt each cumber'd wheel and myſtic facing 
Can govern ; this Divan, theſe Guards with eaſe 
The cares can ſmooth, and terrors of a king. 


While ſubject nations bleſs d thy pow'r adore, 
Turn from thyſelf to Sov'reign LAW their eyes. 
Their fellow-ſubje& ſworn preſs thou before, 
And point their view to moral beauty's prize. 


*Tutn to their Lord and thine their homage turn. 
Faith from the faithleſs can thy crown expect? 
Who 


* While the unprincipled populace, in all ranks of life, 
extols to a degree of profaneneſs the amazing talents of the 


A+ Royal | 
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Who dares Omnipotence Eternal * 
Shall he thy brief authority reſpect? 


Vicegerent of that God, whoſe pow'r alone 
Can Order, 'Blik i in countleſs worlds command, 
It's image faint, thy tributary throne, 


Muſt in thy people 8 weal eftabliſh'd ſtand. 


Thus in their loyal hearts deſpotic reign ; | 
Their wants, their dues, their wayward paſſions tend. 
Scarch wide, and to thy grateful boſom ſtrain 
Turn; own, proclaim her w ſole truſty Friend. 


(fir ! 


Nor deign a name ſo ſacred once beſtow 

On flaves, whoſe breaſts, heat all from thine, 
Feel not for God or man one virtuous glow, 
Bow'd ever at Corruption's gilded ſhrine, 


Be thus thy friend approv'd this honeſt Muſe, 
Led by thy genuine feelings, if thine eye 


Royal Poet and Philoſopher of Sans-ſouci, and delights in 
malignant compariſons of him to the diſparagement of other. 
Sovereigns, in what eſtimation muſt every rational religionift 
hold the wiſdom of a prince, who publiſhes to the world his 
contempt of the notions of a ſuperintending Providence, and 
of a future ſtate of retribution ? 

Plain 
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Plain Trath's uncourtly gatb complacent views; 
Nor pain'd ſeeks refuge in a ſilken Lye. 


Should Bliſs, her Siſter, if in ſimple white 
Preſented, catch at once thy tranſient glance, 
And fix it, tho' in glare of diamonds bright 
Before her perk'd her Counterfeit advance 


Of purblind envy This an idol vain, 

The genius That of rapture at rebound 

From rapture caught; ſhould thro' thy halcyon reign, 
Of Bliſs the triumphs, as of Truth reſound ; 


Then from rais'd eyes unnumber'd on thee bent 
Gliſt'ning with fervent praiſe ſhall Clio ſpeak 
7 hy worth; till at thy name for bleſſings lent, 
Ev'n rival ſtates ſhall into tranſport break. 


4 


Hark Mount with me, ſhe cries, this air- dran 
© Lo, from court-ſycophants to treach'ry bred, e 
From tinſell'd gaudes, embroider d baſeneſs far 
Alighted, Ida's barren top we tread. 
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« + Here tinkles at our feet Scamander's rill : 

© There Simois guſhes from his parent rock. 

© Diverſe they ſtray : Beneath yon pine-topt hill 

« Theyglidea blended ſtream: Where feeds that flock. 


* Troy ſtood. When caught without within that wall 
© Devoted ran from chiefs endemial rage, 

* Of public peace or ſafety careleſs, all 

© Outvoic'd their ſole-exempted patriot ſage 4. 


© Silent the ſtrand, and deſolate the plain; 

© Yet marſhals the rapt eye contehding realms. 
Here frantic monarchs, there their people flain, 
a Faln, victors, all one equal ruin whelms. 


1 This ee is not exactly conformable to the reports 
of modern travellers, particularly of the late worthy Count 
de Caylus. Extreme and utter deſolation at preſent overſpreads 
the celebrated region of Troas. Not only dumb are the cur- 
rents of the Xanthus and Simois.;. all traces of their very 
channels are fled; nor does In noxunidet, the once fountful 
Nie, now afford the ſandy plain ſufficient moiſture to produce 
even the ſmalleſt appearance of vegetable life. But what in- 
tereſt has the muſe in this remark? She can with equal eaſe 


tranſport you to the diſtance of a few thouſand years, as of a 
few thouſand miles, 


9141 t Antenor, 


Of 
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« Of aught regardleſs but his fleecy care 
That ſwain each verdant lawn and dale explores. 


3 I be tender lambs his arms, his boſom bear; 
| * The ſtrays his well-known voice, his crook reſtores, 
27 © $kill'd o'er theſe devious tracts of ſavage ground, 
be tainted gale, rank fen, diſeaſeful pool 
* To ſhun, he knows where herbage ſweet is found, 
Pure breezes, limpid ſprings, or umbrage cool. 
* In. plenteous eaſe led o'er th* uncultur'd ſoil. 
© See blithe as blameleſs thrive his tended ſhcep ; 
$ of hoard or harveſt mindleſs, care or toil, 
c Securely ſportive bound, ſecurely ſleep. 
2 * They ſeck freſh, paſture mid thoſe ſhapeleſs heaps. 
© * Good Priam there conven'd with palſied ſway 
m_ * His ill-ſtarr'd council, From that ruin leaps 
ny A famiſhd wolf to rend his bleating prey. 
a O'er yon crag roaring darts the brindled king 
* Of theſe drear wilds. Againſt the weaker ſoe 
| Forth ſprings the guardian dog, The caverns ring, 
* Echoing the howling prowler's overthrow. 
If C 


1 
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« Himſelf the Shepherd 'gainſt the lion's rage 

a © Oppoſes, than his flock himſelf lefs dear. 
N 5 « Fired the wide waſting tyrant to Engage, 

5 His heart exults, nor leiſure knows for fear. 


— 


His ſhouts redoubled brave the monſter's paw: 
Wary he waits not it's refiſtleſs graſp: 
That well-ſlung flint has cruſh'd th' enormous jaws 


© 'Behold th' inſatiate felon's dying gal p. 


Peril repell'd, prevented want, redreſs 
© That obviates harm the Paſtor Prince cottimend, * 


His patience, valour, toilforne days expreſs ; 
Nor midnight ſhades the filent watch ſuſpend. 


W 


« Surynerd of NaTions, on thy varied brow, 
« Deep thoughts I read, all novel to thy breaſt. 
« Well-ponder'd, fay, whoſe lot the lighter now ? 
* Whoſe the ſweet portion, peace, contentment, reſt? 


13 © The Swain's? — the F NY conſcious 
mes thy cheek 


_ With crimſon? why turn'd pale it's Foes dye? 
Why ſtream thoſe tears adown it? humbled, 


F117 | | . , Imeek, 
5 * Why heaves thy heart a long- protracted figh? 

| . | . 

74 iff y If 
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If deck d thy crook with wreaths of uſe be reft ; 
If, liſtleſs piping all the livelong day, 

« Thou ſeeſt on thy poor charge at random left 

*. Thy dog, their delegated guardian, prey: 


If bane their vitals unregarded mine, 

Caught from the putrid marſh, and pois'nous weed, 
* Their lank untended fides with famine pine, 
Of ev'ry foe th' abandon d victims bleed; 


5 Yes, bluſh this emblem ſhames thee. Ves, turn 
Lpale. 
© Start at the cares of royalty. Yes, weep, 


F Woes, a dire train, thy ſplendid ſtate aſſail. 
Vent, if in conflict foil'd, long ſighs and deep. 


Should pow'r, a truſt for public uſe devoly'd 
On monarchs, a primeval property 

© The nation's right, invade; ſhould thus Eri 
$ Allegiance be no more a cordial tie ; 


* Should Privilege {till wont with zeal to greet 
With 7 front, with nn combin'd, 


F That raves her plighted hands in chains to bind; 
| ' Should 
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* Should Vice, rank Vice uncheck'd invited baſk 
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« Should Public-Spirit ſtill provoke thy ſpleen, * 
© Known Virtue be contemn'd as envious pride, 


Law ſorely tortur'd fix inflition keen 
© On Truth, as truth approy'd, as truth decry'd ; 


Warm in thy royal ſmile's meridian ray, 
Hell- bred Corruption, thrown aſide her maſk, 
© Be the ſole art avow'd of ſcepter'd ſway ; 


© Let ſhame betide the ſolemn truſt profan d, 
Let peril, vengeance, dread begird the throne 
Eſtrang'd from love, truth, virtue, woe ſtill chain d 
* Tocheriſh'd vice, vent oft the deep-fetch'd groan, 


© Yet ſigh not, weep not, fear not, bluſh no more. 
* Ploasd I congratulate each ſymptom bleſs d, 
That ſpeaks thee Man. What men at heartdeplore 
* They wiſh, and oft in wiſhing ſee redreſs'd. | 


+All the quick nerves of one vaſt body draw 
Life, health, ſtill Ne from thee, their head. 


Their 


+ See Swirr's Miſc. Vol. iii. p. 122. Edit. 1760. c White 
© the prertgative of giving all employments continues in the crown, 
either 
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Their Life is freedom fix'd on righteous law, 
Virtue their health; all elſe diſeas'd, or dead. 


* 


How fluctuate o'er the nation's pliant face 

Modes, humours, morals, fondly caught from thine, 

Let gloom thy ſoul with bigot zeal diſgrace, 

In ſolemn faintly cant thy courtiers whine. 
Decorum 


© either immediately, or by ſubordination, it is in the power of the 
prince to make piety and virtue become the faſhion of the age, 
© if at the ſame time he would make them the neceſſary qualifica- 
© tions for favour and preferment. It is clear from preſent ex- 
© perience, that the bare example of the beſt prince will not have 
* any mighty influence where the age is very corrupt. For when 
© was there ever a better prince on the throne than the preſent 
Queen? I do not talk of her talent for government, her love of 
© the people, or any other qualities that are purely regal; but her 
© piety, charity, temperance, conjugal love, and whatever other 
< virtues that beſt adorn a private life, wherein without queſtion or 
© flattery, ſbe hath no ſuperior. Yet neither will it be ſatire or 
6 peeviſh invettive to affirm, that infidelity and vice are not much 
© diminiſbed ſince her coming to the crown, nor will in probability 
6 till more effectual remedies be provided. For inſtance, 
night not, &c. Sc. Project for Reformation of Manners, 
written in the Year 1709. | 


The propoſals are ſuch as a narrow-hearted Stateſman will 
of courſe deride. As in all modern adminiſtration of public 
affairs the regulation of manners appears to be no longer 

comprehended 
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Decorum chaſte, Religion's form rever'd, 
It's purer eſſence in mad revel flight, 

In ſcoffs profdhe, the ſervile mimic herd 
In profligacy vie, with all their might. 


Of learned and ſcholaſtic jangling vain, 

Set words with common ſenſe at barb'rous war; 
The bar, camp, ſenate, court and pulpit ſtrain 
For witleſs triumphs in pedantic jar, 


Vacant th' important calls of duty loathe 
On gewgaws ſhifting to thy half-ſhut eyes 
Intent, each pulſe of government in ſloth 
Arreſted, and lethargic torpor lies, 


comprehended under the idea of government, it may well be 
expected that ſuch ſchemes as theſe will be ſtiled impertinent, 
Utopian, impracticable, or at leaſt anſcafonable, a term of 
great currency in ſtate-cant, as a charm againſt reformation 
or improvement of any fort, civil or eccleſiaſtical, The plan 
however which 1s here laid down is ſuch as every virtuous 
active prince will more or leſs make the rule of his conduct, 
and with a ſteady reſolution may be ſecure of bringing to good 
effect. In the mean time, whatever may with truth be ſaid 
of the pious intentions and virtuous diſpoſitions of any prince, 
it is the actual exertion. of them in the diſcountenance of 
moral depravity and corruption, which alone can ſet the au- 
thentic and eternal (cal to his character in theſe reſpects. 


Amuſement 


THE DEDICATION. wil 


Amuſement ſways thy fcepter ; thee the clown, 
The peer, a private character, contemns. 

Dull factions in commiſſion hold thy crown; 
Licence and vice nor law nor order ſtems. | 


Raiſe, Monarch, raiſe to atms thy dreadful ka 
ai To arms —rZupſtarting from their trance, to arme 
Re-echoing, all in trembling haſte rejoice 
Thy praiſe to merit proy'd in dire alarms. 


Let patriot ardour — ha } thrice hail that glow, | 
That kindling,o'er thy front, reflects a aß 
Of Godhead Thy breaſtlabours—ſpeed the throw, 
Self henge, avaunt-perverſeneſs, pride away. 


Let patriot —Legal vengeance blaſt the wight, 
Whoſe lawleſs brawls, . and branded frayds betray | 
The patrjqt's hallow'd name to public flight, 
Gladd'ning the minions, of deſpotic ſway. 


Let patriot ardour each ignoble firs 
Extinguiſh, — Stateſmen to thy luſtre turn 4 


Sequacigus gaze, at victue 5 palm aſpire, T 
All idle ſtrife of baſe ambition ſpurn'd,  - . 
ment ys | One 
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One ftrife alone ſhall thro' the land endure, . 
(The prime inciter Thou ;)— who ſtricteſt guards 
Law, juſtice, right. On him ſmile thou ſecure,  * 
Thine in his country's weal who thus regards. 


# 


Should willing flaves to names, preſcription, par” 
Devote, with deſpotiſm, (a woeful truſt!) 

Thy cumber'd arm enfeeble, to thyſelf, © 3940.9. 
If not to them, be merciful, be * | N 


To BRTTAIN turn, where freeborn man malnting 

His birth-right till, Aftrza's $ laſt receſs; REL 
Whoſe monarch ever juſt all pow'r diſdain © | © 
But pow'r his grateful country's hopes to bleſs, ' | 


No gloomy deſpot e er, or abject thrall 
Of country caught the bright ideal trace: han 


Where, where, of one the ſervice whelming all, 


Can public int'reſt, glory find a place? ene 


Be virtue cheriſh'd in a fertile ſoil 
Thy glory ſole and int'reſt, Liberty 
Thy Service mild. Before thee danger, toil, 
Suſpicion, care, and difficulty fly. 
5 When 
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When diſſonance thine ear, and faction dire 
Aſſault, thy maſter-hand, like Pœan, ſweep 
Light o'er the trembling chords, attune the Iyre ; 
All their due tone and e * 


Mute, tl Diſcord, not a murmur heard, 
Lies gaſping. —At thy call millions of hands, wy 
Eyes, hearts obey. By cordial truſt endear'd 
Loye prompt aoſicipates hy Juſt commands, : . 


Lovr paramount informs, conducts che whole, 
Bids order, union, Biss from Chags riſe. "BOT 
Of regal ſway this all-peryading foul - * 
Bids earth harmonious emulate the ſkies. 


AvcusT 1, #772, © 
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Page 3 31. 1 12. eee inciting them to 8 7 
62. I. 416. fount, —inflead of comma, put a full point. 
75. 1 177, groves—inflead of comma, put a full- pont. 
90. J. 5 15. betray — put a full- point. 
94. I. 599. at ſky —and J. G04. at gleaths — pid 4 comma © 

ib. 1. 613. for encircl'd — read encircled 
99- 1. 720. bent — puta Fomma. Janos 
112. 1. 72. attun'd to all, dele the comma | | 
114. I. +12; for encirePd read encircled,” 
139. J. 652. for ſeepter'd read ſcepter d We 30 
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J 
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140. I. 674. Order due, inſtead of comma, pn a full point. 
168. 1. 386. fer Irrelegion read Irreligion / A 113772 2014 
190. I. 2. for inter nos read internes 

191. I. 1. this life. inflead of a full-point put? 

221. I. 6. for in veſtigating read in inpeſtigatinz - 180 
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LETTERS, Ge. 


LETTER I. 


OUR immediate compliance, my dear friend, 

with what might appear an odd requeſt was 
particularly obliging. You aſk, what motive [I 
| had for deſiring you to throw your firſt thoughts 
upon paper, juſt as they occurr'd from the ſlighteſt 
peruſal of my four Sermons in metre? It was a 
conſciouſneſs that ſuch things have ſeldom any 
chance of engaging a greater degree of attention 
from the public in general, Your experienced 
candour conyinces me that you will not be ſorry 
to find your ſtrictures in ſome meaſure obviated 
by a few obſervations upon the whole of my plan, 
with reſpe& to which it appears that, without a 


little reflection, I am not likely to be quite under- 
ſtood. 


B 2 You 


E 


Fou concur with my remark that this unfaſhion- 


able preaching ſtrain muſt of courſe meet with 
a cold reception from the publjc. Thoſe profound 
ſages, who affect to regulate the Bon ton of mo- 
dern philoſophy, are certainly out of the queſtion. 
The Gallios, it is well known, with whom all re- 
ſpect for religion paſſes for mere cant and enthu- 
ſiaſm, care for none of theſe things, As little 
can they be'expetited to ſuit the taſte of thoſe whom 
extreme gravity or levity of genius, (for both 
operate alike in this reſpe&,) will not allow to have 
the leaſt apprehenſion of the true dignity of poetry, 
being equally unable to caſt a ſerious eye upon 
what they both alike eſteem as calculated to ſerve 

no higher purpoſe than mere amuſement, All 
this, you may believe, was beſide my ſanguine 


hopes: The moſt flattering ſuggeſtion they have 
preſented to my imagination is this, That perhaps 


an attempt ſomewhat new of it's kind to confirm 
the happy impreſſions, which the heart of every 
benevolent man is naturally diſpoſed to receive 
of the Deity, of his fellow creatures, of his pre- 
ſent ſtate and future proſpects, may attract the 
notice, and accord with the ſenſibility of a few 


perſons 


EF 1 

perſons of that character, And let me tell you; 
to the man, who in a retirement from the world; 
though his own fix'd and deliberate choice, fatu - 
rally feels himſelf . falling td dumb forgetfulneſs 4 
prey,” yet à little on this ſide of your lamented - 
Gray's preſent home, the production of even a diſ- 
tant ſympathy with ſuch perſons as theſe affotds a 
ſoothing: ſatisfaction. For as it is no uncommon 
thing for men © to court ſceietyſ ind hate mankind,” 
ſo you will readily allow a man may be ſomewhat ſhy 
in his occaſional intercourſe with individuals, who 
yet retains the warmeſt affection for his ſpecies; 
In the mean time, with reſpect to the main purport 
of this publication, Jou know your friend. well 
enough to believe he is ſecure from diſappoint- 
ment. He will, however imperfectly, have diſ- 
charged one general duty of his profeſſion, for 
which the particular engagements of his private 
ſtation afford him abundant leiſure: He will have 
paid the humble tribute of his endeavours to- 
wards the ſupport of the cauſe of religion and vir- 
tue. But why publiſh your preachments in blank 
verſe ?—Becauſe much better Sermons in proſe 
are often ſent to the preſs, but not. publiſhed, 

B 3 | any 


151 
any more than if they had ſtill remained in a 
writing-deſk, My rejecting from a work of this 
nature the inſignificant gingle of Rhyme cannot 
fail of your approbation, who with ſuch exceſſive 
ſeverity inveigh at what you call an Oſtrogothic 
poetical barbariſm, expreſſing the ſame diſguſt at 
it, which you ſuppoſe it would give the delicately 
tuneful ear of an ancient Greek or Roman Poet. 
If in other reſpeſts the work be no more in form 
than matter adapted to hit the current taſte of 
the public, it is notwithſtanding ſome apology 
for producing it in the preſent dreſs, that by expe- 
rience you know it has actually in this lay habit 
obtain'd admiſſion, where it would probably have 
met with little notice in a more folemn garb. 


But to proceed from the form to the ſubſtance : 
In the firſt book is exhibited that moſt clear and 
convincing Evidence of the infinite goodneſs of the 
Deity, his conſtituting virtue, benevolence, or a de- 
hght in the happineſs of others, the grand ſource 
of happineſs to all intelligent beings. The reality 
of this divine conſtitution will appear doubtful 
to no one by whom virtue is rightly underſtood ; 

which 
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which it never is completely, except by thoſe; 
who are heartily inclined. to the practice of it. 
Upon this occaſion you muſt allow the proper 
application of what you ſometimes /accuſe me of 
applying too generally: They never think right, 
who act wrong, But it will, as you obſerve, be 
| queſtianed, firſt, by thoſe who make all virtue to 
conſiſt in ſome painful kind of ſelf-denial. Were 
all the appetites, affections a faculties of the 
human ſoul totally depraved, as they are too often 
falſely repreſented to be, this objection might be 
Founded in truth. Where a gloomy ſyſtem of re- 
ligion, an habitual ſplenetic temper, or the expe- 
rience of groſs and repeated injuries prompts a 
writer, or preacher, to exhibit a deſcription of 
mankind, correſpondent to all the horrors of his 
on diſturbed imagination, let us pity the extrava- 
gance of the wretched declaimer: But that we may 
not be tempted to curſe, or be aſhamed of our 
own exiſtence, let us make it a rule, never 
to underſtand him literally. Alas, poor man! he 
would not wiſh we ſhould, if he underſtood him- 


ſelf. Are not reaſon and conſcience after all, are 


not benevolent and pious inclinations and affections 
B 4 confeſledly 
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confeſſedly part of our nature? It is ſurely vice; 
that thwarts and contradicts this nobler part of our- 
ſelves, which virtue highly gratifies. It is in the 
conſtant prevalence of this better part of our 
minds that happineſs conſiſts. There is a lucky 
preciſion of idea in the etymology of the greek 
word for happineſs, *EuSautoria, which expreſſes 
the ſame as daiuwuv d, e, a good or virtuous 
temper of mind For this | obſervation you will 
immediately recollect our being indebted to your 
deſervedly eſteemed philoſopher, the good “ Au- 
relius. To.a mind thus formed for happineſs, no 
reaſonable moral fyſtem, nor any true religion can 
impoſe the neceſſity of a conſtant courſe of morti- 
fication, or ſelf-denial. To what part of ourſelves 
does virtue appear to be fo ſevere a diſcipline? To 
our corrupt appetites and inclinations, the diſtur- 
ders of our peace, the fatal ſprings of all our miſe- 
ries, Virtue - then, in this very light of a juſt 
and prudent ſelf-denial, is manifeſtly the great 
ſecurity and defence of human happineſs. If any 
man indeed can find it in his heart to aſſent to 


* M. Antonin, Med. L. 7. S. 17. 
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that ſtrange doctrine of Hobbes, that all men are 
born in a ſtate of enmity one with another, that 
they are naturally envious and perfidious, and that 
all the little good they do is merely out of fear; 
this truly miſerable reaſoner muſt conclude of 
courſe that virtue conſiſts in a direct and conſtant 
oppoſition to our natural ſtate, and therefore can- 
not be naturally conducive to the happineſs of man. 
But the abſurdity of this opinion is ſo glaring, 
that though often maintained with apparent ſeriouf- 
neſs, and as often ſolidly confuted, I vill venture 
to affirm that it was never ſincerely and heartily be- 
lieved,-not even by the inconſiſtent . author of it 
himſelf; whoſe life and manners are ſaid upon the 
whole to have been ſuch, as ſufficiently evidenced 
the falſhood of his unaccountable doctrine. The 
miſtake of this, and all ſuch whimſical and peeviſh 
Sophiſts ariſes from the habit of contracting 
their attention to the partial irregularities intro- 
duced by the abuſe of free- will into the moral 
world. In the mean time, what they find irregular 
in the phyſical ſyſtem does not hinder them from 
acknowledging that it is adapted in the beſt man- 
ner poſſible to the univerſal good. Why ſhould 
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the perplexity they experience in contemplating 
the moral ſyſtem, prevent their ſeeing it's benevo- 
lent tendency upon the whole ? Let us entertain 
more chearful and rational ſentiments of human na- 
ture, yet confeſs that the incidental obſtructions of 
the natural tendency of virtue to produce preſent 
happineſs indicate a future reformation of our 
moral ſyſtem: As Newton, the moſt pious and 
moſt enlightenedigf all philoſophers, who beſt illuſ- 
trated the beauties of the material, world, never- 
theleſs diſcerned the irregularities of it, and be- 
lieved them likely to increaſe, till that very in- 
creaſe ſhall itſelf conduce to bring on a rofos- 


mation. 


You have ſome doubt whether benevolence, (i. e. 
an affectionate endeavour to produce the greateſt 
happineſs,) be truly that which copſtitutes the 
eſſence of Virtue, But pray conſider what it is 
that entitles prudence, juſtice, temperance and for- 
titude, or their ſeveral branches, veracity, candour, 
hoſpitality, frugality, fidelity, conſtancy, Set. to 
be deem'd virtuous, or morally good qualities. 
is it nat becauſe they ate diſpoſtious tending to 

Promote 
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really. propoſed, without ſome inclination or affec- 


determine of what kind that inclination or affection 
muſt be, which denominates any action virtuous. 


1 


promote the general happineſs ? Separate, if you 
can, from any of theſe qualities, all idea of a be- 
nevolent intention, and then tell me what you 
can find in it of moral goodneſs left. But till, you 
reply, we conſtantly approve of them as virtuous 
at firſt view, and without conſidering their parti- 
cular tendency and application. We do ſo: And 


the reaſon is, becauſe they are already known by 


univerſal experience to be neceſſary to the public 
welfare. You ſeem to think that agreeableneſs to 
truth or reaſon, independent of benevolent affec- 
tions, is a more juſt idea of the character of vir- 
tue. But be pleaſed to examine a little whether 
reaſon, or the mere knowledge of the true relations 
of things can incite a man to action who has no 


end in view; and then whether any end can be 


tion. Theſe points being ſettled, you will readily 


Dr. Clarke's obſcure expreſſion of the character of 
virtue, viz. a conformity to the eternal and unal- 
terable relations in the nature of things, is reſolya- 


ble into that, which you ſeem to preter, the agree- 


ableneſs 
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ableneſs to truth and reaſon. Of the ſame import; 
and alike imperfe& is Mr, Woolaſton's explication 
of it by the ſignificancy of truth in actions. Theſe 
three accounts come all equally ſhort of the com- 
plete idea of virtue, independent of that funda- 
mental principle, benevolence in the intention or 
affection. The propriety of an unlimited extenſion 
of this principle in our endeavours to ſolve the 
moſt perplexing theological and philoſophical pro- 
blems will, I am convinced, for ever ſtrike you 
more and more in proportion to your higher ad- 
vancement in what ſeems now to claim an undue 
preference in your eſteem, truth and reaſon. Theſe 
are indeed the moſt glorious attendants of the 
chief luminary; but it is from that god: like 
principle alone they derive all their luſtre, Mo- 
rality and religion, the general intereſts: of hu- 
manity, and the particular happineſs of each indi- 
vidual will, depend upon it, one day receive an 
infinite acceſſion from the univerſal reception and 
application of it. All moraliſts will then be as 
perfectly agreed in this, as all intelligent naturaliſts 
are now in aſſenting to the demonſtration our 
great Philoſopher has given that the ſame principle, 
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which cauſes a leaf to fall to the ground, regulates 
the movements of this earth, and of all the hea» 


yenly bodies, 


It may be needleſs here to take notice that in 
this book, and throughout the poem, by love or 
benevolence, that principle, which conſtitutes the 
eſſence of all virtue, is never to be underſtood 
an indolent inactive principle. The man who 
has the power of doing good in his hands without 
exerting it, has no title to be called benevolent, 
A ſincere deſire to do good will neceſſarily ſet 
the mind at work to ſeek every occaſion of diſplay- 
ing itſelf in beneficent aftions, * © For as it 
* was not merely beautiful proportion, ſtrength, 
© or dexterity, but the active exertion of theſe 
c qualities, that obtained for their poſſeſſors 4 
* crown at the olympic games: So he alone is 
6c entitled to an honourable and virtuous character, 
« whole ACTIONS, as well as ſentiments are 
er truly honourable and virtuous,” 
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Our ſpeculations concerning the primitive ſtate 
of man, which is deſcribed in this book, are, as 
you rightly obſerve, ſo very confuſed, that every 
attempt to form a juſt repreſentation of it, is 
apt to lead us into many improprieties. It may 
however in general be ſafely affirmed, that in that 
ſtate the courſe of the external world, and the in- 
ternal frame of the human ſoul were ſo harmoni- 
ouſly adapted to each other, that the entire enjoy- 
ment of the ſeveral kinds of delight reſulting from 
the former, never failed to correſpond with perfect 
piety and benevolence in the latter. It is, you ſee, 
in this compleat harmony of the mind of man with 
itfelf, and with all other beings, with which it 
ſtood connected, moſt particularly with the Su- 
preme, that the peculiar happineſs of that ſtate is 
here repreſented to conſiſt, 


It was uſual formerly, in tracing the perfections 
of the ſtate of innocence, to indulge imagination 
ia the wild oriental flights of the rabbins, and 
ſoaring to an extravagant height to exceed the 
| bounds of nature, and to place man in a heavenly 
not an earthly paradiſe ; or rather in a ſtate nei- 

ther 
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ther earthly nor heavenly, but divine; in fuch a 
ſtate, as can only belong to him, who chargeth his 
angels with folly, in whoſe fight the very heavens 
are not pure. The miſtake aroſe from confider- 
ing it as a ſtate of abſolute perfection, the peculiar 
prerogative of the felf-exiſtent Author of all be- 
ing; not as relative only, as all created perfection 
muſt be, which of courſe implies a degree of im- 
perfection. You are inclined, J perceive, to have 
à better opinion of the manner, in which this 
ſubject has been uſually treated of late, But 
indeed, we rather ſeem to be running into a more 
dangerous extreme, that of repreſenting the perfec- 
tions of the firſt man as but little, if any thing, 
ſuperior to thoſe of other men. Unluckily by 
this notion we may be led inſenſibly with the de- 
iſts, to flatter ourſelves that we are not fallen or 
degenerate creatures at all; and from thence to 
fancy that we are juſt as perfect and upright now, 
as we were ever intended by our Creator to be, 


or as our nature will permit. The deſcription 
abovementioned ſteers a middle courſe between 
theſe two extremes; and ſeems more conformable 
than either to all the appearances in nature. That 

entire 
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entire conformity of mind to the will of the All- 
gracious Ruler of the univerſe, which in the motto 
to this book is repreſented as the ſum of happi- 
neſs, is ſufficient to conſtitute a ſtate maſt. truly 
paradiſiacal. The power we have at preſeft of 
approaching conſiderably nearer to ſuch a ſtate, by 
cheriſhing each benevolent and pious affection, and 
flencing each diſcordant principle in our breaſts, 
or of departing ſtill farther from it by confound- 
ing more and more that internal harmony, con- 
firms the probability of the opinion upon which. 
this deſcription is founded. 


F 


IE fall of man from his ſtate of happineſs 
and perfection, and the introduction of evil 
natural and moral, is in the ſecond book aſcribed to 
miſtaken Self-love. This you imagine may be a 
little too liable to cavil; and yet you allow that it 
is obviouſly of falſe Self-love only that I am ſpeak- 
ing. I cannot think the moſt obſtinate aſſerter of 
the ſelfiſh ſcheme will think himſelf concerned to 
deny the fatal tendency of this deſtructive princi- 
ple. True Self. love, or the rational purſuit of our 
own true intereſt, is indeed moſt laudable, and ſo 
far from being inconſiſtent with perfect benevo- 
lence, that it is naturally and neceſſarily connected 
with it. Though diſtin& principles, they are 
always mutually ſerviceable to each other; and it 
is then commonly that benevolence does the higheſt 
ſervice to Self-love, when it is leaſt deſigned. Tg 
this principle of true rational Self. love, the direct 
oppoſite is that falſe irrational Self- love, which at- 
tempts ta ſet up an intereſt contrary to, or merely 
C detached 
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detached from that of others. It was in order to 


convince mankind of the folly of this attempt to 
counteract his univerſal plan, that the moſt bene- 
ficent of Beings is in this book and the next 
repreſented as mercifully introducing natural evil 
into the world, that the experience of mutual 
wants, infirmities and diſtreſſes, might teach us 
the neceſſity of a ſocial intereſt between man and 
man, as well as the entire dependance of the whole 
ſpecies upon his almighty vil. : 


The miſery. that accompanies an inordinate Self- 
love is a ſubject at all times worthy of our ſerious 
conſideration. Certain diſaſtrous periods there are 
in the hiſtory of mankind, that ſeem peculiarly to 
call upon us to preſs it home to our breaſts. 
„Vice and folly, ſays an eminent writer, take dif- 
« ferent turns, and ſome particular kinds of them are 
e more open and avowed in | ſome ages than in others ; 
« and it may be ſaid to be © very much the di Minbzion of 
« the preſent, to profeſs a contratted ſpirit and g greatc er 
« regards to helf. intereſt, than appears to have been 
done formerly. 88 were much to be withed, 


_ 
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and perhaps ſome favourable ſymptoms may give 


ſ 


us room to hope, that this extreme and vicious pre- 
valence of ſelf- love is taking it's turn to abate. 
The ſcorn which, as he elſewhere obſerves, one ſees 
riſing upon the faces of penple who are ſaid to know 
the world, when mention is made of a diſintereſted, 
generous, or public ſpirited conduf *, is, I think, of 
late ſomewhat leſs open and avowed. The dangers 
and diſtreſſes, both public and private, that neceſ- 
ſarily occur in the courſe. of a: burthenſome war, 
have produced more frequent calls for the prin- 
ciples of humanity and public ſpirit to exert them- 
ſelves; and the extinction of parties amongſt us has 
turned the attention of all ranks of men more una- 
nimouſly to the common good. 


K* 

[* Written in the beginning of the Year 1562, when 
the firſt Edition of this work was. printed. The 
' paſſage is allowed to fland unaltered, that the reader 
may either amuſe himſelf with ſmiling at the Am- 
plicity of one, who ſo lightly credidit avectos hoſtes ; 
or perchance upon recollection wonder at his own, 
for having been half inclined bimſelf at the time to 
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cheriſh the ſame groundleſs hopes. It matters not hor 
long the man retained this prepoſterouſly favourable 
impreſſion of the complexion o/ the times. Perhaps 
his retirement that ſame year to a ſmall village, 
where, (heaven be praiſed,) the diſtant murmurs 
ef contending factions never in the leaſt diſturbed the 
peaceful inhabitants, a little, and but a little pro- 
longed the pleaſing deluſion. He was not however 
fo abſolute a ſtranger to the ways of men, as to ſup- 


poſe that increaſing luxury and licentiouſneſs would 


fail to add freſh vigour to. the encroaching principle 
in queſtion ;, or ceaſe, unleſs timely checked by wiſe 
regulations, to produce their natural effects, miſrule 


and diſorder. As the pernicious influence, of that 


fallacious Self-love, which excites them to the pro- 
duction of theſe baleful effects, is ſaid to be now 
more glaring and avowed than ever, the republi- 
cation of a work intended to expoſe its deceitful 
tendency may perhaps be allowed to be not altogether 
unſeaſonable.] - 


In this ſingle principle of miſtaken ſelf-love, 


may, I believe, be traced the ſource of all the very 
worſt kinds of moral evil. A ſettled diſintereſted 


N malice, 
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malice,* rancour, cruelty, miſanthropy, are proba- 
bly mere monſters of the imagination, that never 
had a real exiſtence in human nature. That moſt 
fiendlike paſſion of envy itſelf, which appears to 
be a mere unnatural anguiſh and repining at the ex- 
cellency or proſperity of others, is in reality no- 
thing elſe but the ſmart and reſentment of an ima- 
ginary offence, which theſe objects upon compari- 
ſon give to ſelf-eſteem. A laudable emotion of the 
ſoul is often imperceptibly the main-ſpring of this 
hateful paſſion, Indignation at a ſuppoſed impoſition 
upon the credplity of mankind by talſe appearances 
of virtue, or at the ſplendour of triumphant worth- 
leſſneſs, firſt perhaps miſleads the judgment, then 
gives the affections this preternatural bias. In 
ſhort, a diſlike ariſing at firſt from injuries received, 
or ſome confuſed apprehenſion of a character ag 
abſolutely odious, or only as hurtful ta ourſelves, 
and gathering ſtrength by repeated reflection, may 
at length be raiſed into an inveterate averſion. 
Falſe ſelf-love in ſuch a caſe may often blindly 
urge a man to treat the perſon ſo deteſted in ſuch 
a manner, that he may even appear to be inſtinc- 
tively impelled to delight in his miſery. If there- 
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fore thoſe horrid ſhapes of moral evil, thoſe moſt 
formidable heads of the hydra, ſhould prove upon 
a cloſer inſpection, to be mere phantoms, we may 
with the more reſolution collect all our ſtrength to 
combat this only real one. This once removed 
out of the way, the path to virtue and happineſs 
lies plain and open before us. If any little diſ- 
guiſcd and lurking vice ſhould ſtill cleave to us 
from too partial an attachment to ſome low con- 
tracted ſyſtem of benevolence, that ſelf. love which 
gave it birth, and affords it nouriſhment, being 
once cut off, it will ſoon be no match for the 


ſtrength of cool unbiaſſed reaſon. 


The contempt of earthly pleaſures, riches and 
honours inculcated in this book, may at firſt view 
be condemned as a trite and unmeaning philoſa- 
phical rant, Such indeed are the common decla- 
matory diſcourſes of thoſe who affect to deſpiſe 
them indiſcriminately, and in every reſpect. The 
pleaſures of ſenſe, no doubt, are in themſelves 
defireable, where no injury is done to the nobler 
faculties of the ſoul, nor violation to the laws 
of God or man. Power and riches, if we will 


but 
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but learn to make a right uſe of them, are really 
in their own nature, more adapted to gratify our 
public deſires, and to ſerve benevolent and virtuous 
purpoſes, than ſelfiſh and vicious ones. But cer- 
tainly there can be nothing extravagant or unnatu- 


ral in treating them with contempt, when conſi- 


dered as the objects of a merely ſelfiſh purſuit, in 
oppolition to the laws of benevolence. It can be 
no ſuch inconceivable effort of magnanimity for a 
man, who duly reflects upon the ſolid ſatisfaction 
of conſcious worth and integrity, upon the dignity 
of his ſpiritual and immortal nature, to look with 
indifference upon thoſe unſubſtantial objects of our 
wiſhes, earthly grandeur, wealth and plcature, 
when attainable only by means inconſiſtent with 
that his moſt important intereſt, his only true dig- 
nity. In this caſe he may more naturally, and 
more perfectly in character than Queen Chriſtina 
ſay, as ſhe did in the medal which you muſt remem- 
ber to have ſeen in ſeveral collections at Rome, 
and which ſhe ordered to be ſtruck there, upon 
her reſignation of the crown of Sweden. The em- 
blem, you know, is a globe, the motto; Nox 
&* mi biſogna, e non mi baſta,” © I want it not, and 
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I find it not enough.” Should your man of the 
world ſtill inſiſt upon it, that ſuch a ſentiment in 
every caſe is contrary to common ſenſe; tell him 
he talks at random : For, though he little ſuſpects 
it, the univerſal voice of mankind, and his own 
in particular, is compelled to aſſent to it. Ridi- 
culous ! he cries, how 1s this conſiſtent with the 
general admiration we all of us pay to theſe 
ſplendid objects ? Tell him the admiration of the 
man, who from virtuous principles holds them in 
contempt is no leſs general. Then cloſe your 
argument with this noble ancient aphoriſm : No- 
thing is great, or worthy of our eſteem, the con- 
tempt of which is juſtly deemed reſpectable. 
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LETTER III. 


HE darkneſs and perplexity, which muſt 
always upon earth involve our attempts to 
account for the permiſſion of moral evil to take 
place among the creatures of the infinitely wiſe and 
good Deity, You think might have induced me to 
treat the ſubject with more reſerve and caution 
in the third book, if not to decline it altogether. 
It is manifeſtly with fear and trembling that I ap- 
proach it: Nor 1s any thing there advanced as be- 
ing of ſufficient force to ſolve the difficulty. But 
little in truth does he underſtand of the matter, 
who pretends he has found out a completgſolution 
of it. If I had done this, I might well expect that 
every ſceptical diſciple of Bayle, Voltaire, Boling- 
broke and Hume, would deſpiſe me as a vain dog- 
matiſt, as much as in my heart I do him for taking 
occaſion from this difficulty to diſpute the divine 
wiſdom and goodneſs. But ſhall theſe. deſperate 
lovers of darkneſs blindly lead their followers into 


concluſions 
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conclufions fatal to our peace, contradictory to 


the moſt comfortable and ſalutary truths; and 
ſhall a Leibnitz, a King, a Clarke, a Law, be 
thrown aſide ? Shall no attempt be made to caſt 
a little light upon the gloom ; enough at leaſt to 
enable us to expoſe the raſnneſs and futility of their 


cavils at the ways of Providence ? 


The proper track, which is here juſt pointed out 

for men of real knowledge and enlarged underſtand- 

ings to purſue with better ſucceſs, is the ſearching 
ö in every evil for a certain tendency to produce a, 
ſuperior weight of good. Where men of a clear diſ- 
cernment, and unbiaſſed judgment, enter upon this 
enquiry with a pious intent, we may enſure them 
the pleaſure of finding many a refreſhing ſpring of 
conſolaygn, many an unexpected evidence. of the 
gracious purpoſes of an over-ruling Providence. 
Theſe will prove ſufficient to reconcile their minds 
to the ſeeming irregularities of their preſent ſtate, 
and enliven their faith in a future, where a full 
revelation ſhall be made of theſe ſecret counſels of 
the Lord. It will there probably appear moſt 
evident that they are of ſuch a nature, as no hu- 
man 


1 


man comprehenſion can poſſibly reach, while we 


ſce nothing of man, but merely his ſtation here. 


* 


The favourable reſult of the eſtimate of human 
life delivered in this book, you think not clearly 
deducible from the partial repreſentation here given 
of the bright ſide of it. Full well, my friend, I 
feel the ſhortneſs and imperfection of my own 
ideas. Far other are the talents requiſite for the 
preciſe adjuſtment of that eſtimate. However, 
J ſhall account it no ſmall triumph if my weak 
and ſcattered hints are found in any degree con- 
ducive to counteract the ſpleen of thoſe, who have 

contracted the unnatural habit of turning their 
eyes only on the dark ſide of things. The men 
of this character take a delight in peeviſhly throw- 
ing back the bleſſings of an indulgent De upon 
his hands, and dwelling continually upon the cala- 
mities and diſtreſſes, to which he has been pleaſed, 
for moſt benevolent purpoſes, to render this life 
expoſed. No wiſe and good man will be forward 
in joining unneceſſarily in the complaints and mur- 
murs of a diſcontented party, even under a go- 


vernment adminiftered by fallible men. But how 
grear 
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great muſt be the folly and perverſeneſs of thoſe, 
who are thus in effect always murmuring againſt 
the government of infinite wiſdom and goodneſs! 
By anticipating and multiplying the miſeries of life, 
do they really mean to wean their minds from a 
love of this world, and thus to acquire a. proper 
frame and temper to, prepare them for a better ? 
However they may ſucceed in the former, it 1s 
certain the latter will be far more effectually ob- 
tained by grateful retieftions upon the bleſſings, 
which are here beſtowed upon us by a bountiful 
God, as a kind of foretaſte of the joys of heaven, 
When theſe reflections ſhall have opened our hearts 
to like acts of beneficence in our little ſphere, we 
have no reffon to apprehend that their effect 
will be an undue attachment to the things of this 
world, or a neglect of the great concerns of the 
next. Far from it : They will rather excite in ug 
a pleaſing deſire and well-grounded hope of that 
ſtate, where our capacity for enjoying and com- 
municating happineſs will be continually increaſ- 
ing through all eternity. | 


The advantageous repreſentation af the moral 
ſtate of human nature which concludes this book, 


you 


e 


1 


you imagine, will be found {fill more liable 
to objection. Though all men are ſinners, and 
come very far ſhort of the glory of God; though 
the whole world, as St. John expreſſes it, lieth in 
evil: it is nevertheleſs aſſerted, that moral evil 
is ſo far checked by the ſecret controul of the 
Divine Providence, as to be incomparably inferior 
to the proportion of moral good in the world, 
This, I muſt own, is a truth which does not at 
firſt view command our aſſent. We are taught by 
the bitter invectives againſt mankind, ſo frequent 
in the writings of ſome of the moſt approved hiſ- 


torians and divines to think, our nature totally de- 


praved, and abſolutely evil: So that an aſſertion 


that moral good is incomparably prevalent, even 
upon earth, above moral evil may, as you ſay, 
appear a new and indefenſible doctrine. That it 
is neither new, nor a diſcovery of my own, You 


have always found me happy in acknowledging. 
The ſatisfaction You have heard me expreſs in that 


pleaſing conviction was rationally eſtabliſhed, if 


not at firſt derived from that beautiful chain of 
argument, with which the preſent moſt excellent 


Biſhop of Carliſle has enricked his Edition of Arch- 


E biſhop 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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biſhop King's Eſſay on the Origin of Evil, Note ts 
page 473- Examine well the ftrength of the 
whole, and of each ſeparate link of that precious 
chain: Apply to it your on calm reaſon, that 
reaſon, which Cicero calls ſocietatis humane vin- 
eulum, que conciliat inter ſe homines conjungitque, 
not that contentious quality of the mind, that prin- 
ciple of diſunioh, which in general ſeems to ani- 
mate the fretful antagoniſts of this doctrine. 


For a farther confirmation of your natural diſpo- 
fition to think favourably of mankind and their 
ſtation here, ſee Dr. Parker's Demonſtrations of 
the Law of Nature, ſ. 9. Sherlock on Providence, 
c. 7. Lucas's Enquiry after Happineſs, Vol. 1. 
ſect 2. c. 2. Biſhop Butler's Sermon I. Dr. Tutn- 
dull's Principles of Moral Philoſophy, Vol. x. c. 8. 
Lord Shafteſbury's Characteriſtics, paſim. Me- 
moirs of Literature, Vol. 3. Conſiderations on 
the State of World with regard to the Theory of 
Religion, by Dr. Law. Fordyce, Elements Mo- 


ral Philoſophy. Leibnitz's Eſſais de Theodicte, 


T. 2. p-. 125. Philemon to Hydaſpes, 1. 1. p. 28. 
Worthington's Eſſay on the Scheme dc. of Man's 
Redemption, 
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Redemption, c. 8. Chubb's Suppliment to Vin- 
dication of God's Moral Character. Ferguſon's 
Eſſay on Civil Society, Part I. f. 6, 7. Home's 
Elements of Criticiſm, Vol. 1. c. 2. part 7. All the 
works of Mr. Hutcheſon, particularly his Eſſay 
on the er . from chan fngle note Aue 


ous view, e ee light 3 all 
the reſt. 


Does not this.advantageous account of mankind, 1 ® 
(even ſuppoſing it to be true,) tend to make them 
datisfied with what they are, inſtead of inciting to 
;be what they ſhould be?” Is this a queſtion in 
character from a man of your candour? And can 
you. ſeriouſiy think. thaſe croſs· grained moraſiſts, 
who, aim at compelling us to come over 10 che 
ſide of virtue, by dint of reproach and calumay, 
proceed upon a more promiling ſcheme of refor- 
mation ? No, I defy you to entertain the thought 
one moment. You know mankind too well to 
imagine their averſion or indifference to virtue 
likely to diminiſh upon being informed that it 
is univerſally diſcountenanced and out of faſhion ; 


. 1 2 8 
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or 


"ou 


. 1 22 ] ; 
i or their horror at the deformity of their oWn E 
; ö 
$ -vices likely to increaſe upon hearing that they ? 
| every where ſo generally prevail, that each man's N 
f perſonal infamy from thence is almoſt annihilated. 5 
| It is certainly the contrary preſumption, (that the : 
Þ world in general is not ſo totally :depraved,) that 


keeps men till ſolicitous to preferve ſome degree 
90 of reputation; all regard to which being once loſt, 


R 


a vicious diſpoſition is commonly irreclaimable. 


* K 5 


5 In ſhort, if we had not actually learned to form 2 
i a more amiable conception of the general character | 
q -of mankind, our deſire of ſhunning their contempt y 
== or meriting their eſteem would be very faint and : 
1 ineffectual: We ſhould be little inclined to pay, j 
4 or indeed to think we owe any degree of reſpect or 5 
y - benevolence to ſo am and hateful a ſet of y 
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LETTER IV. 


OW could you imagine the whole of my 
plan to be fully executed at the cloſe of the 
third book, when the great object of this work, 
to which every part of it leads, had not as yet been 
expreſly introduced ; I mean the ſole end of virtue, 
and completion of happineſs in the approbation 
of God? It is a ſtriking obſervation of Ariſtotle, 
that the principles of all true ethics and metaphyſics 
are imperfect till they are traced up to ſome one 
ſuperior ſcience, upon which they all depend, and 
in which their ultimate reaſons are founded. This 
ſcience he calls ryy Cyrzpivyy, the undiſcover'd. 
By this grand deſideratum, to which he directs our 
reſearches, we may preſume was meant the know- 
ledge of the divine will. 


The provident Father of the univerſe knew that 
virtue, which is inſeparably connected with piety, 
when genuine and conſiſtent with itſelf, was neceſ- 
= | fary 


: 
: 5 
* 

. 
* 
* K 
: 
} N 
Ls f 
r 
4 
G . 


1 


ſary to the general good. He therefore declared 
this united principle to be his will and the ſole 
meaſure of his approbation. This declaration of 
the will of God was made to manł ind at firſt by the 
natural frame and temper of our minds, but more 


explicitly at laſt by an expreſs revelation. Thus by 


the divine appointment virtue and piety become the 


grand law and buſineſs of human life, and are the 
only principles of conduct, which, independent of 
all external events, never fail to afford us a fund 
of complete ſatisfaction from our own conſciouſneſs 
alone. This life, chequered and tranſitory as it 
is, yet improved by the principle of virtue, is, no 
doubt, a valuable bleſſing in itſelf. But we are 
taught by our holy religion to conſider it princi- 
pally in its relation to that eternal life, for which 
it is intended as a preparatory ſtate. How infi- 
nitely then is it's importance raiſed, and with it 
the importance of virtue, regarded as the teſt of 
our obedience to God, and the means he has de- 


creed of our exaltation to-endleſs glory and hap- 
pineſs! 


Of theſe great and fundamental truths of religion 
very ſtrong trages are diſcoverable by the light of 
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vur natural faculties though it has pleaſed God to 


P permit man by his own wilful folly- almoſt totally 
1 to loſe ſight of them. The providential reaſon of 
this diſpenſation might poſſibly be, that man might 
7 experience the wretchedneſs of being left entirely 
to his own guidance; and might thus himſelf 
8 learn, and exemplify to the whole world of rational 
f beings this awful doctrine: that the perfection and 
5 complete happineſs of all creatures conſiſts in an 
8 entire yet free reſignation of themſelves to the 
5 guidance of their infinitely wiſe Creator. 

7 However that be, it is certain that by the gol- 
| pel of Chriſt alone, the means of obtaining eternal 
life, and perfect happineſs, are completely reſtored 


to light. The genuine religion eſtabliſhed by the __ 
Redeemer of mankind exhibits at firſt view a vi- 


ſible mark of its divinity in the peculiar precept of 
its bleſſed founder, LOVE. Every ſect of religion 
and philoſophy has its diſtinguiſhing tenet. The 
characteriſtical principle of the chriſtian religion 
is charity, or univerſal benevolence. Suppoſing 
a man arrived at the perfection of chriſtian 
charity, theſe would be the ſtriking lineaments 
of his character; that he would be as much incli- 
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ned to do all the good in his power to his bittereſt 
enemy, as any other man to his deareſt friend ; 
and that he would reſt the reward of beneficent 
actions upon the good-will alone of his heavenly 


Father. The nobleſt expreſſion of friendly or pa- 
triotic ſentiments, which we admire in the hea- 
theniſh writers, not bearing the leaſt reference to 
the Deity, the great ſource of univerſal benevo- 
lence, was no more, when compared to the charity 
recommended in the goſpel, than the light of a 
glimmering taper to that of the ſun in its meri- 


dian. Do not imagine this aſſertion, however 


exaggerated jt may appear to your free- thinking 
acquaintance, cannot be well and ſolidly ſup- 
ported. No other religion could ſo effectually 
eſtabliſh the doctrine of univerſal benevolence, with 
an entire affection to the Deity, and conſtant reſigna- 
tion to his will; becauſe no one gives us ſo exalted 
an idea of the unbounded love, which the Supreme 
Being bears to all his creatures; nor has any 
one ever exhibited to the eyes of man a pattern of 
love in any degree comparable to that of our divine 
Preceptor. The condeſcenſion, piety, beneficence, 
and reſignation diſplayed in his moſt exemplary 
life, his unparalleled ſufferings and death, were 
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all one miraculous act of love, which, in propor- 
tion as our minds ſhall be enlarged in a future 
ſtate, will be continually exciting new gratitude and 
wonder in us through all the ſeveral ſtages of 
our exiſtence. 


In all other religious ſyſtems, the Jewiſh ex- 
cepted, little or nothing is to be met with of the 
love due from man to God in return for the divine 
benevolence to man. Nor indeed can it reaſon- 


ably be expected from them, all falſe religions be- 
ing founded only on fear. To ſuch deities as * 


their abſurd ſuperſtition creates (for of ſuch it may 
truly be ſaid that deos rFecIT timor) but little of an 
affectionate and grateful adoration can be ſup- 
poſed to be due. Plato alone, of all the writers of 
Pagan antiquity, ſeems here and there to have 
had ſome confuſed notion of the duty of loving 
God. What you may have ſeen of it more 
clearly expreſſed in the writings of the later Pla- 
toniſts, they manifeſtly borrowed rather from the 
religion of Chriſt, than the writings of their 
maſter Plato, who himſelf apparently derived his 
ſublimeſt doctrines from the acquaintance he had 
with the ſacred writings of the Jews. 
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The great reſult of all, which concludes thig 
book, the eftabliſhment of the ſupreme happineſs 
of all intelligent beings in the love of God, will, 
as you imagine, appear to ſome readers a little 


overſtrained, as approaching too much to the ſeve- 
rity and abſtraction of the myſtical enthuſiaſts, 
I ſhould be ſorry indeed if it could be fo far miſ- 
underſtood,” as to be thought to have any thing in 
common with thoſe fanciful refinements of mif- 
taken pietiſts, which are To little conſiſtent with 
the rational fimplicity of the goſpel. Far from 
encouraging the unnatural flights of theſe. ſelf- 
deluded viftonaries, who affect to deſpiſe all ſo- 
cial duties, as low and groveling purſuits un wor- 
thy the attention of their exalted ſpitits, their 
very pretence to any ſhare of true piety it affrms 
to be generally groundleſs. All ſincerely affectio- 
nate ſentiments of devotion to the Deity will natu- 
rally expreſs themſelves in acts of obedlence to 
Him, and conſequently in acts of benevolence to- 
wards men. And nothing on the other hand can 
ſo effectually animate and encourage our devout 
yer chearful meditations on the divine goodneſs, as 
the conſciouſneſs of our having cheriſhed every 
generous and virtuous principle in our breaſts. 


A mind 
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A mind thus raiſed to any degree of reſemblance 


to the Sovereign Being, may with ſtri& propriety, 
and without any ſort of enthuſiaſm, expect to 
find its principal delight in contemplating and 
ſtudying to approach his known perfections more 
and more, though ever at an infinite diſtance. It 
is only the perception of ſome excellency in our- 
ſelves or other beings, that gives any true ſub- 
ſtantial pleaſure to the ſoul. To this pleaſure no- 
thing can enſure ſtability but a conſtant perſuaſion 
and intimate feeling of the protection and favour 
of the Almighty Father of the univerſe, with whom * 
is no variableneſs, neither ſhadow of change. It may 
therefore not unintelligibly, nor unreaſonably, be 
ſaid, that it is only from the love of God, or 
from a ſenſe of the infinite perfection, and ſu- 
premely beneficent tendency of his attributes re- 
lative to us, that infinite or ſupreme felicity can 
ariſe, 


The GENERAL PLAN. 


BOOK l. 


Benevolence the true ſource of happineſs. 
The happineſs of man in his primitive ſtate, 


BOOK II. 


Falſe Self-love the ſource of evil moral and 
natural. The dark fide of human life, as 
ſpent in ſelfiſh purſuits, 


BOOK UI. 
The production of good out of evil by the 
Divine Providence. The bright fide of 
by human life, as improved by the principle 
5 of Benevolence. 
2 BOOK IV. 
| Efficacy of Reaſon and Virtue in promoting 


happineſs, which Religion finally eſta» 
bliſhes in the Love of God. 
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This (ſaid Chry/fppus) is the ſum of Virtue and 
Happineſs, when with reſpect to all the tranſactions 
of life, the mind of man is in perfect harmony with 
the will of him who governs the univerſe. 
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Benevolence the true ſource of happinefs. 
The happineſs of man in his primitive ſtate. 


The A R GU ME N T. 


The Subject propoſed, . a of the powers of 


Fiction, 7.—Invocation of Virtue, 35.—The Creator pro- 
nounces the umverſe perfectly good and happy, 59.— The 
univerſal chorus of beings aſcribes to the Deity all original 
perfection, 80.— The Eternal Word proclaims the decree of 


God to exalt his creatures to greater happineſs and rank in 


the ſcale of beings in proportion to their advances in Be- 
nevolence, 110.—Benevolence and Happineſs of the Deity 
infinite, 1 32—of ſuperior Spirits inconcewably great, yet 
limited, 135 — of Man greater than ſometimes appre- 

bended, 140—pure and unmixed in his primitive ſtate, 167. 
Idea of the perfection and happineſs of man in that Rate, 
as he ſtood connected with inferior and material, 195 
with ſuperior and ſpiritual objects, 303 — with the 


Deity, 373. 
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() F Bliſs the riſe, the progreſs, and the ſum 
I trace, commencing at the birth of LOT, 


r 
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Which in each riſing ſphere of focial joy 
With force increas'd advances, till complete 
In pure devotion permanently fix d, + 5 
It centers in the ſource of Good Supreme, 


No muſe 1 ſummon from ſequeſter'd gloom 
Of twilight glade, from unfrequented ſpring, 
Or devious mount. Thy votary too long, 3 
Fiction, enchantreſs wild, my ling' ring eye 10 
Perplex'd with ſearch of happineſs in vain, 
Gaz'd on th' unreal glitter of thy throne ; 
Where cluſt'ting round, as waves thy magic wand, 
Still new creations from the womb of night 
Forth iſſue. On it's waft a recreant train, 15 
Apoſtates all from reaſon, wond'ring walt. 
| F Here 
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Here vain Philoſophy to ſyſtem turns 
Each gilded vapour: Paſſion's fiery glance 
Exalts, irradiates, adds with frantic ſtrength 
Importance, number, bulk : Tradition caſts 20. 


Ober Falſhood Inſtitution's hallow'd robe, 


Then proſtrate falls, nor from it's golden ſkirts 

Her aſpect blank to raiſe adventures more : 

While thy prime artiſt Poeſy o'er all, 

In tints from lunar iris quaintly ſnatch'd, 25 
A varied ſemblance throws of life, of grace. 

Erewhile they charm'd ; as oft, my vacant eye 
Fooling, diſſoly'd at once in trackleſs air. 

Now fix'd intent on Truth's unchanging form 

My heart new-opening owns her ſacred ſway; 30 
With tranſport owns, enlighten'd by that beam | 
Ofer which thy glare prevail'd, that obvious lies 

The long ſought path, alone by Virtue trac'd, 

That leads my willing ſteps to certain bliſs, 


O from the haunts of wiſdom's fay'rite few, 35 
Happy as wiſe, benevolent as bleſs'd, | 
Came, Queen of heart-felt ſmiles, enrob'd with light 
And beauty by celeſtial Truth and Love, 


7 | Serene- 
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Serene- eyed Virtue, come, from ſocial band 

Form'd for the gen'ral weal, with godlike aim 40 
To ſpread the reign of reaſon, joy ſincere, 

Health, eaſe, and plenty o'er the drear abodes 

Of ignorance, diſtreſs, diſeaſe, and pain; 

From flow of heart, that rais'd at ſight of friends 

In goodneſs link'd runs o' er; from free debate 45 


Each bond of union poliſhing, with warmth 


> Conducted, but of zeal benign alone. 


Hail, heavenly gueſt! Lo, nature's heighten'd charms 
Reflect new light from thine. In calm ſuſpenſe 
On each ſweet impulſe of that light intent, 50 
My conſcious mind reveres thy preſent Pow'r 


Reveres it on the genuine front of man,— 
Image divine how injur'd !--ſtamp'd as clear 


i As on th' expanſe of yonder ſilent lake 
The ſky's pure azure. Tremulous this hand 55 


Preſumes,—deign thou to guide it, —thence to trace 
In faint- reflected tints the living form 
Of Happineſs, in Thee alone reveal'd. 


When the Great PAREN T's all-enlivening ſmile 
Firſt beam'd forth (1) Nature, o'er unnumber'd worlds 
He 


1 46 f | 
He fix'd in laws impartially benign 679 
Her delegated ſway. (2) His gracious WORD, 
At one collective glance, the various births 
Of ſpace and time concent'ring view'd, nor aught 


Superfluous, out of place, defective ſaw. 65 | 


_ Cer all harmonious order, o'er each part 


Subordinate perfection reign'd. He view'd, 
He bleſs'd, approved, pronounced the beauteous Whole 
Completely happy, as completely good. 


Through each quick atom of creation thrilld 70 
In grateful tranſport the divine applauſe ; | 
From the gay myriads, that with ceaſeleſs glee 
At large roam twinkling in the ſunbright drop, 
To heav'n's high hoſt, whoſe more than ſolar ken; 
Loſt in the blaze of God's eternal day, 751 
Leaves wrapt in diſtant ſhade th' empyreal ſphere. 
In uniſons of ſtrength proportion'd, all 
Swell the glad note of univerſal praiſe, 
Rebounding ſweet from echoing orb to orb. 


Author Omnipotent, in Thee reſides 89 
Original perfection. What from Thee, 
7 1 | Alon: 


| 1 47 J 
Alone ſupremely good, but good can flow? 
All eyes on Thee with grateful ardour wait; 


Each in their ſeaſon at thy genial ſmile, 
To brighter ſcenes of being doom'd to riſe. 85 


Theſe in the confines of eternal night, 

On the pale verge of dawn, a dubious ray 

Catch faintly ; thoſe in the broad blaze of noon 
Uncheck*d, on Thee with ceaſeleſs rapture gaze. 

On all thine equal beam, in due degree, 90 
Perfection ſneds, and plenteouſneſs of love. 


Hail, univerſal Parent, as deſcends 
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O'er all thy goodneſs in perpetual ſtream, 
: Still thus from all, —do thou acceptance deign,— 
Leet the glad incenſe riſe of endleſs praiſe. 95 


Thus countleſs worlds in full harmonious choir 
Uniting all intelligences, hymn'd 

The bounteous God, whoſe Voice creative call'd, 
Forth from the gloom of uneſſential night 

Their beings, and his works complete pronounc'd. 100 


Again forth iſſuing from th? cons) throne, 


That ſov'reign Voice to fix'd attention turn'd 


43 . Their 
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Their choral hymn. At once each rapt'rous note 


Paus'd, awe-ſuſpended. Love and grace divine, 
Profuſely pour'd throughout their utmoſt bounds, 105 


| Freſh ſtreams of bliſs diffuſe, the future theme 


Of ceaſeleſs hallelujahs. All entranced 
Hang motionleſs. The great Commanding Word 
Th' Almighty Parent's purpoſe thus proclaims. 


Hear, all-embracing Firmament, give ear, 110 
Ye beauteous orbs, ye ſpirits bleſs'd, attend. 
O'er all, by certain rule, in order due, 

Extends my boundleſs ever- ſtrength'ning grace. 

Lo! by my breath enkindled, ardent glows 

In ev'ry breaſt a living ſpark of Love. 115 
Be this aſpiring principle the ſpring 

Of exaltation, in th* aſcending ſcale 

Of beings, born for univerſal bliſs. | 

Where moſt intenſely bright the gen'rous flame 
Expanſive riſes in the virtuous mind, 120 
There ſhines at full my glory. Self-abſorb'd 

Where ſinks the ſullen gleam, each bliſsful ray 
Withdrawn, tis cheerleſs, hopeleſs, endleſs night. 


Deep 
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Deep ſtruck, yet deepeſt in ſeraphic hearts, 
That next his awful throne adoring burn d. 123 
The gracious mandate of th Eternal King.. 
With ſtrength proportion'd to their ſev'ral 3 0 
Each ſpirit bleſs d, with welkaccorded zeal | 
Obſervant, caught the {ympgthetic, glow., .1,, 
Thence all, with ardoyr of, devotion apt, 130 
Loſt in the Sole-Ador'd their Mandel rays. 5 


197 TILL 


Preſent, and livigg ineth * 93 Minds, 29-1187 
Dwells the collective ſum of hqundleſa bliky ;, - - 1 
Through, endleſs ages in all worlds diffus d. 
From bounds pteſcribed, yet far—ye heay” an how h far 1 


Beyond the ſcanty ſpan of human thought,  136- 


Flows the full tribute of reflected | 30% 


1 
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That centers, in the Charub's radians eg dei wht 


Nor ſmall thy ſphere ef love, not mean thy rank 
In being's riſing ſcale, Ofepring of duſty. +. 1% 
Joint-heir with ſeraphs to celeſtial thrones Ws aba 
Howe'er injurious to t nobleſt ptaite bas ze 246 
(3) Folly's philoſophy, that wildly frames | 1 
Of ſenſeleſs atoms caſually oed * . 
Thy mould' ring eſſence, — TS * 
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[i 56 1 
All her low views contracts; thy heav' n- born · ſoul, 5 
Faln as chou art, the groveling ſyſtem ſpurtl. 
(4) Aghaſt it-ſhrinks from the more faithleſs friend - 
Of wiſdom, ſworn antagoniſt of trum 


ww 


Who courts perplexity, conviction flies 150 


Who o'er the moral world a gloom ſuſpends 

As dark, as cheerleſs as the night ſhe ſpreadss 
O'er all intelligence. The baſis rent 

Of all belief, hope languiſhing reſigns | | 
Each principle of bliſs. Thy nature ſcorns 155 
The ſe& chat fteals all confidenee from love? oa 2 
Nor leſs rejects, though loftiłr much her mien, 
And falrer, (5) the Philoſophy of pride, 
That ſtiles thy paſſions weakneſs all, beneat!ak 
The native grandeur of their boaſted ſage. 160 
His wiſer heart diſproves the pompous cheat; 9 2 
Owns his admir'd Serene unwiſely ſought 

In ſelfiſn care; to one affection yields 
The juſt prerogirive.of genuine bliſs and 2'gaigd 11 
Unſated. What ſatiety cal damp 16g 
The godlike ardour of imparting jo: 
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When recent beam'd, O man, thy perfect day, 
This bleſs d affection link'd in union fre. 
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Yet conſtant, with devotioh, gratitude D e 
With ev'ry grace, thy ſinleſs mind adotn' d.. 1 5 
No check the ſweet propenſion then ſuſtaic dc; J 
Nor competition's rage, nor envious ſtrife 

For nature's gifts; on ench well remperaawiſys [17 
Indulgent nature waiting; this the thief 9 2% 47 
To ſee thoſe gifts d diffus'd; as brighteſt ſhi nes 1755 
Glad Heſperus, when Hyelieſt round Him blend 10 41 
The ſparkling ſarry train their friefſdliy bei: 
All things wilt equal harmony tombin' d 
Then to one end conſpit'd; in arch x8 bead n!: 8 
Without, withitt the all' cbmpletely füir 180 
Caught or diſpens'd the flow of mutual bliſs. 
How rare the glimpſes of that perfect daß . 0 
Now break thy mental gloom ! how falnt the charms 
Of bature's mile her Madowy veil pervade :: 


Ere guilt with dread ſuffusd thy do- caſt eye 184 


Unveil'd, all-beauteous in full Bloom ſtie one. 
Ere miſty error, of preſumption borrr e'T 
Dimm'd the clear light of truth, pure Lobe fabIim/at 
Each ſenſe, embellifh\d©ith 4 (out infor a, ban 
And its own ſueets each lindſcape, Zepliyt's weich 1 1905 
Embalm'd, attuned the fil, on ſhades of ke” * 
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Shed ſoftneſs, fre ſhneſs on Aairora's bluſh, - 
On day new glory, life on ſilent eve; i * 
O'er all things caſt an air of joy divine. 
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Still as in perfect man the Sire of heavn 193 
Approving own'd his full- reflected form 
Heav'n in the vernant earth accordant ſtill! 
Propitious view di it's bleſs d reſemblance ſhine. 
Nor ſcorching ſummer blaze, nor wintry ſtorm 
Nor ſtar malign deform'd the genial year. 200 
Bound to th'. extreme bleak pole, the northwind ſlept 
In torpid froſt; in deep xibb dijce immur 
Slept all his bpiſt'rous brotherhood, on ſtores 
Of moulded hail, on ſilent thunderbolts, woll 


On lightnings yet unwing d., Saft gales i 210 1 


Through the mild. air enlivening fragrance! breath d. 
Leſs fair at prime. of dawn the young eyed May 
On faireſt Albiov' a freſh-enamell'd. meads , „n 
Trips bluſhing, of her ſweet Feyppip pants tien 


To. catch the : raly { mile, . ail, 6 10 


And feel the Huttex of his pinious, . mg 
Along the I charmed air the breath of ore, 25 
Than equal ſprings, o'er all the bliſsful year 


- 


Inceſſant 


A 

Inceſſant glee diffuſing, alle d the globe (6) 
In ev'ry colour, luſtre, grace array d. 225 
Which Nature on each genial ſeaſon ſhedss: 
Chequ'ring with buds of recent opening bloom 


Summer's luxuriance, 'Autumn's ſmiles mature. 


One region by the great Creator bleſs'd 
With charms more exquiſite, where all were fair, 220 
In loftier ſtile proclaim'd his forming hand. 
O'er this the comelier ſeat of ſinleſs man, 
With purer azure ſhone the ſkies, the rills 
More clear, more muſically purling ran. 
In filent lapſe along the vocal dale, ; 225 
Still echoing to the dulcet notes of love, 
Glided the lining ſtreams, with rapid wheel 
More glad reverted, and in many a maze 
Dancing reviſited their native ſeat, 
More gay the ſun-beams o'er th* embroider'd mead 230 
The blooming grove, ſmooth lawn, or tree-topt hill 
With livelier influence play'd. The balmy breeze 
More ſweetly ſportive, oer the bleſs'd abode 
Of innocence ſhed peace, ſhed vernal joy, 
In heart- felt ſenſe of rapture ſtill ſerenee. 233 | 
E 3 do 
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In foreſts, felt an appetite for prey. 


L 54 1. 

So teem'd the liberal air with genial pow'rs, 
With obvious plenty parent Earth ſo, crownud 
The bloodleſs feaft of all her native tribes, 
That not the fiery brood, that ſince have yell'd 


Leaſt were the heart: ſtrings tremblingly alive 
To ſympathetic pity's genuine call 

In ſoft-ey'd man, ſo callous grown, through need, 
Or luxury, to tempt the dire eſſay 

Of murther well aveng'd, Of other lives 
Profuſe, he on his own diſeas'd, cut ſhort, 

A curſe entails, now grown of all that breathes, 
Moſt of himſelf, the ſanguinary fae. 

His vaſſals unobtruſive, yet his beck 

Obſervant courting, pleas'd he then repaid 
With mutual ſervice, from all pow'r of wrong 
By ſimple rectitude of will debarr'd, 

And feelings then more juſtly ſtil'd humane. 
On man approv'd their ſov'reign by that right 
Alone divine, ſapremacy of love. 

With dignity of reaſon, majeſt r: 

Of manners grac'd ; which conſtitutes a king 
A common bleſſing, univerſal friend. 
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His mute attendants gazed with grateful eye, 


That ſpoke reſpe& more cordial, humbler awe, 260 

Than ſtrains the proſtrate front, or high-flown praiſe 

Of the firſt-favour'd ſlave of ſcepter'd ſlaves. 

IIl ſuits with ſervile homage love ſincere; - 

As ill with juſt eſteem, from cenſure barr'd, 

The panegyric of a tyrant throne. 265 

The meekeſt, fierceſt, of the brutal kind, 

With equal rev'rence own'd his gentle ſway. 

All pliant to their Lord's demeanour hung 

On his kind aſpect, like the friendly hound, 

And to their fellows caught complacency. 270 

Unarm'd with rage the tyger's piercing glance 

Met the mild heifer's calm regard, amus'd 

His ſpeckled hide, light vaults, and ſpotleſs fang 

She mark'd : From peril both, or want ſecure, 

Heav'n's equal bounty ſhar'd content with man. 275 

Serenely ſtately with obeyſance meet 

The lion couch'd, or at his notice rous'd, 

Stalk'd, ramp'd, and playful with reverted neck, 

And lambent tongue, careſs'd the wanton kid, 

That fearleſs friſk'd upon his ample mane. 280 

Nor ſkipp'd aloof the fawn, when Oer hig head. 
| E 4 N Gambord 


1 
Gambol'd the fiery pard, and at his feet 
Fell; — but light o'er his pleas'd affociate ſprung, 
Weaker, yet emulous of equal glee. 2 4 
Conſcious how quick the well-tun'd boſom beats, 283 
Struck with the heav'nly voice of harmony, | 
The ſprightly choirs of air melodious pour'd 
Their melting ſouls in ardent ſtrife of love. 
Still as the ſmiling hours and ſeaſons led 
The circling dance, to their light ſteps attuned, 290 
The feather'd warblers trill'd their carols gay; ; 
Nor mourn'd in ſilence half the blaſted year. 


Such grace o'er all things pour'd the bountebus God, 
Nor leaſt deformity, nor lighteſt trace 
Of imperfection broke the ſyſtem fair. 295 
Nor peep'd a lowly violet, nor blaz'd | 
A tar ſublime, but on the open heart 
Of man impreſs'd it's portion of delight. 
Each inſe& waving it's light wings, each act 
Of his half-reas'ning ſubjefts, on his looks 300 
Intent, expreſſive of obſequious awe, | 
Or their own lively health and ſpirits blithe ; 
Far more engaging ſtill, cach lib'ral air 
, Iv} 4 Of 
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Of ſympathetic \ ſentiment and truth, „ 49 


By friendſhip raig'd in human face divine? 305 
Yet moſt, and oh ! the prime of earthly joy, 

That intereſting union ſex improves TE , 
To more than friendſhip, freſh refinement caſt — 


O'er all the reſt, and delicacies new, 
On theſe irreverent or flight regard 310 
Ne'er glanc'd without a curſe; judicial froſt, 
Unnat'ral death to life's moſt genuine ſweets. 7 
From theſe cut off, the wretch, whoſe brutal clay, 

| Groſs, uninform'd, feels but th' inſtinctive goad 

Of ſavage luſt, the ſenſe moſt exquiſite 313 


, Conceives not of ſuperiar female worth, 


And excellence, the fount of home-felt bliſs * 


5 [|Connubial, meed of gen'raus minds alone, « 
ITheſe tongue unhallow'd ſpeaks not, ear impure 
Admits not. In it's own celeſtial ſtile, 320 
Chaſte loye, ſublimely filent, beſt imparts 
It's myſtic rapture from the decent eye, ; 


6 Each ſweet compliance, each endearing ſmile, ' 
Each ſoft embelliſhment a melting ſoul 
Wakes o'er the bloom the modeſt graces breathe 325 
pon the dovelike front of innocence, + 1. 9; 
J4 is Met 


( 38 
Met here, from pallid' guilt, reproachful bluſh, 
Inconſtancy fantaſtic, ſquearniſh pride, 18 
Green - eyed miſtruſt, and cold indiff”rence free. | 
Each thrilling pain, which through the breaſt enlarged 330 
With cordial proofs of truth, delightful glides, 
Each glowing interchange of minds well pair'd, 
That binds of wedded hearts the virtuous tie, 


From chords of texture various, yet in tone 
Reſponſive, harmony ſeraphic ſtruck 1 335 
To poliſh'd eaſe, to livelieſt elegance | 
Attemper'd wiſdom grave, and manly ſtrength, 


All all of gladneſs fed th' unfailing ſpring. 


Bleſs'd in the joys of all, on this low ſphere 


Terreſtrial, Man the tributary lord 340 
Alone ſeem'd born to correſpond with God; 


Alone of pow'r to trace his gracious laws, 


The ſecret ſprings, that hold this goodly frame Ag | 


In order, founded on attractive love 
Love, the ſole principle, that moves, that guides, 343 NM. 


Feeds, animates, inſpires this beauteous whole. Fu 
To this firſt law of nature, in his breaſt nn 
One moral law ſymphonious was the ſourcce II 


Of 


191 


Flow fair a fund were theſe of pure delight, 330 

hen pure delight was all the taſk of man 

Man but for theſe had being, but for theſe 

Roſe from the formleſs void this wond'rous All. 

heſe imp'd the far-ſtretch'd wings, that rais'd his ſoul 

o heav*n ſublime, impos'd not chains on earth 3 55 

On free- born man as vice abſurdly deems, 

heſe, when moſt perfect each inferior pow'r, 

en ſenſe, when fancy to the height indulged. 

Pure pleaſures knew, ſublimer theſe, the life 

Of genuine reaſon, heav*n-enlighten'd, prov'd 360 

His beſt delights,' and deareſt. Theſe the joys 

hich angels, which their Lord Supreme, the God, 

[h' Eternal God partakes, through preſent bliſs | 

o future glory the bright path diſclos d. * 

On theſe intent, as beam'd his upcaſt eyes 365 

Warm gratitude, his beating breaſt effuſed 

Mute praiſe to heav?n, lo] preſent to his aid 

Full oft. commifſion*d.fram th* eternal throne, .. 

The ſons of glory were his gueſts. Diſplay'd 

10 their exalted dignity he read 370 
His 


ok Juſtice, Wiſdoni, Sanctity and Truth, 
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60 J 
His deſtin'd exaltation, and ador'd 
In trembling hope their univerſal King. 


| While thus in ſilent adoration faln 

Proftrate, the felt exceſs of grace divine 
Oferpow'r'd him, diſengag'd from earthly ties 373 
His raptu'rd ſoul, with faculties enlarg'd. 
Viewleſs to reaſon vain, in ſplendours hid 
Behold in viſion to his humble heart 
Reveal'd the Godhead ſtood, Th' Almighty Word 
That bade the ſightleſs eye-ball hail the day, 380 
And wing'd the dark impriſan'd ſoul to range, 
Swift as the lightning glance, o'er earth and ſky, 
His optics bracing with celeſtial ſtrength, 
The ſun-confronting bird's reſiſtleſs ken 
Surpaſſing, pours on his unclouded mind _ 383 
A mitigated beam of ſacred light 
Tranſcendent, that inveſts the eſſence pue 
Of unapproached Deity.—Eclips d. 
Extinguiſtid, all created glory fled, Sigg 91 
Fled as the glow-worm's gleam in blaze of day. 390 
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1 63 } 
Holieſt of Holies, each endearing grace 
That ſpeaks thee Author, Father, Friend of . 
Sat clear expreſsd on thy propitious brow; Dm 
At thy' felt preſenoe on his hallow'd lis 
Seraphic ardour ſeiz d. Then firſt with- . ' 399 
75 inſpir'd, they pour'd' unmeditated hymna 


Of grateful praiſe in freely flowing ſtrains 
By dark ſurmiſe unprompred, uncontroll'd 
By doubt reſtrictive, or coercive dreads. 


From intuition clear of Love Divine 
go In good ſupreme o'er all creation ſp read 
EY burſt in rapture fort- 7 Wl 
Mgt endings + 200 O long beſought, 2 woli 
Befought in vain to bleſs" theſe wondk'ring 0 | 
Though all things ſpeak thoe preſent 3 yet from all A 
Thus beauteous, thus harmonious, thus complete, 405 
A ray how faint'of theey fole Eſſence pure, T 
How far ſurmaunting my weak ſenſe reſult i 
Deign thou my trembling heart, and fal ring tongue 
Inſpire with ſtrength to feel, with ſtrength to tel! 
How far beyond all praiſe, ane but thine 4e 
Thy love eternity alone contains. p 41 6 
et Let ſtill © inſpirit mine, O ever thus 74 
800 3 bs OT _ Irs 


( 62 J 
It's heights and depths unſearchable diſcloſe. 
In ſtreams unnumber'd on my raptur d ſoull 


Delight ſtill lows, unmark'd till now their end, 415 
Their courſe, their fount, in Thee their fount; trace, 
In Thee their courſe; their end ſupreme. in Thee. 
Thus grant my conſcious heart with ceaſeleſs awe - 
Thy preſence; do adore . 2 
The Form Divine 
Impreſs'd entire dwelt in the ſoul of man. 420 
That light ſerene: of his internal world - fe 1G 
Cheriſh'd, enliven'd, govern'd all it's powers. 
Each ſenſe on fancy call'd to taſte and ſee 
How good their lord and gtacious. Fancy, ſenſe I 
On reaſon call'd to ſeek his fact benign;  ' 425 
All on devotion call'd to ſound _ praiſe. '': / F 
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Then to th' W n e oi 461-2 
Like permanent regard his mental ey er.. 
As bears his eye corporeal to the day z 
Untir'd in full. complacency reclin md 430 
On one prime! object of delight, o'er al!!! 
With equal beam diffus'd,. th' unvaried God. 


No deeper knowledge of inferior this 


ta] 


Deſiring, than the due proportion dealt 
By the Supreme Diſpoſer. God, he knew, 
15 Who gave him being, freely all things good 
ce, Vouchſafd him; and of ſuch dependance free 

Enamour'd, all his cares on him repos'd. 

Fate, freedom, to the dim ſcholaſtic eye 

Of adverſe aſpect, then link*d hand in hand 

Their myſtic league of amity maintain'd, 


420 On earth acknowledg'd ſacred, as in heav'n. 


O'er bliſsful Eden ſtill a brighter bloom 

Up- ſprung. Her welcome ſweets in ſoft repoſe 
LulPd each ſublimer faculty, o'erſpent 

4% By Majeſty Divine in fervent zeal 
Contemplated. Yet ſtill with ſtrength renew'd 
Her ev'ry charm, with goodneſs unconfin'd 
And wiſdom ſtamp'd, reclaim'd attention's eye 
To their kind Author's Image in his breaſt, 
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AN 
Ss ue: py. 
x | ON 
| HAPPINESS. 


_ ire Sins, cuigue Deus fit dira Cupide ? 
Virg. En. L. IX. v. 185, 

b Make we Gods of our Deſires? 

A | Dryden's Tranſl, 


* I OY 
. - ©, " = 


Falſe Self- love the ſource of evil, moral and natural. 


The dark fide of human life, as ſpent in felfiſh 
purſuits. 


The ARGUuME Nr. 


The fall of man from happineſs, and introduction of moral 
evil by falſe Self-love, 1. 1. — The train of natural evils 
conſequent upon it, internal, 65—external, 113. — The 
neceſſity of this conſequence of natural upon moral evil, 
174.—The juſtice, the mercy of this diſpenſation, 203. 
—Addrefs to the Deity, 222.— The vanity and wretch- 
edneſs of worldly and ſelfiſh purſuits, 295 — pleaſures, 
311—riches, 468—honours, 598. 
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E. 


'O thee, great Source of beauty as of bliſs, 
The charms of bliſsful Eden till reclaim'd 
Atention's eye; yet ah with zeal how lax, 
How ſpiritleſs, when faſcinated, lull'd 
, By Self-deluſion's art. Of adverſe Pow'rs, 5 
$ | Though warn'd, incautious, of a boſom-foe, 
„ More unſuſpeRed, mindleſs, man reſign'd 

{ To looſe deſire the rein, till Eden's charms 
Too fondly to themſelves from God withdrew 
His alienated heart. By nature prompt 10 
His pure affections, in full ſtream to riſe 
O'er earth, o'er heav'n, to heav'n's all- bounteous Sire, 
Now prone, and into Self, their fount impure 
With refluent current ſhrunk. From gloom abhorr'd 
Upſprings, —from nethermoſ abyſs, where lurk 15 
F 2 | 3 2 The 


[ 68 } 
The loathlieſt fiends,—of loathlieſt fiends the ſcorn, 
Deluſive Self-love. Semblance all benign 
Aſſuming, all things fair within himſelf 
She bids him ſeek. That ſoothing guile more fell 
Than hate infernal, rage with malice leagu'd, 20 
Finds entrance unoppos'd. With freedom graced, 
Dominion fair, and dignity, the leſs 
Theſe graces whence derived he deigns to ſee. 
To the ſole Author. of perfection blind, 
He dares at all-ſufficiency aſpire ; 25 
Diſdains allegiance to th* Eternal King, 
That ſacred ſeal of liberty, of bliſs 
His raſh hand—heav'n, how felt it not the ſhock 
Of thy preſageful pangs ? his raſh hand breaks. 


Deep groans the conſcious earth, with grief convuls'd 
Well nigh to diſſolution. Seraphs know 31 
| A ſecond pauſe of joy, as at the crime, 
That in perdition whelm'd their kindred tribes. 
Alone triumphant, yet in triumph daſh'd 
With inward dread, his aggravated curſe _ 35 
. Perpending, glories our grand foe, for man 
His new aſſociate gain'd, ſeduced from God. 
3 Falſe 
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(7) Falſe Self-love, tempter firſt, avenger nor 


* — 


Of man's apoſtacy, full to his view, 

. In her dread form, at which hell ſhrinks appall'd, 40 

(Heav'n ſhield it's offspring from her guileful charms,) 
© Begirt with all her broad of ills appears, 


Erewhile when teem'd the firſt Arch- rebel's brain, 


Th' accurs'd conception Sin with horror ſtruck 


Us * 1 «5 ; L 5 6 * . * n — 
r . © 


His legions, with amaze his ſubje& thrones ; 45 
i Well-nigh abaſl'd himſelf. The ſubtle fiend 
Self-love, that ſpeeded the portentous birth, 


| With ſmooth pretences the revolted hearts 

Of all the hell-doom'd hoſt to think her fair, 50 

| Stiled her indignant zeal in freedom's cauſe, 
4 Afertion bold of in- born worth'depreſs'd, 
| And juſtice arm'd to quell uſurped ſway. 
Thus o'er their willing reaſon, dupe to ſin 
Devoted, glozing Self-love ruled wich forte 55 * 
Deſpotic. In her chains, with triumph worn 
5 They ſpurn'd the gracious feign of God Supreme: 
Till with vindictive blaze the red right Handi?! 
Of heav'n's incenſed King, each thin diſguiſe 

F 3 | Caſt 


: 
: 
In ſpecious pomp array'd her, charming ſoon 
; 


7 J 
Caſt o'er the horrors of her form obſcene 60 
Blaſting, the monſter bared. The rebel crew 
Recoil'd, aghaſt at their deteſted choice, 

A tyrant hag of dire tartarean hue 

To freedom, bliſs, and love divine preferr'd. 


Shudd'ring with like diſmay, the human heart 65 
Cold, nerveleſs, dead, ſhrunk at the preſent Peſt, 
Then firſt in her own ſhape at full deſcry'd. 

The Form Divine, that o'er his perte ſtate 

Preſiding ſhone, veiling in cheerleſs night 

It's rays, th* uphallow'd ſeat at once forſook. 70 

Where beam'd of righteouſneſs th' enlivening Sun 

Perpetual day, with grapes ever new. 

Bright'ning the placid: mien of ſinleſs man, 

Darkneſs preyail'd; whence flaſh'd at intervals 

Heav'n's ire in diſmal glare, night's hideous face 75. 

Diſcloſing, and on all her horrors black 

Horrors condenſing, Mid the pregnant gloom 

Rouſed at the triumph of their parent ſiend, 

Roſe her attendagt train of tott ring Woes; ] 

Guilt feſter d o'er with ſelf-inflicted wounds. 80 

Their ſmart inflaming with his own raſh hands? 
Shame, 


9 


N Inceſſant an internal hell betrays, 


11 
Shame, who with eye convuls'd, and fey'rous 
From light, from thought, from conſcious being flies; 
Care by perplexing thought, and preſage dire 
Vain toil redoubling and chaotic ſtrife ; 33 
Diſtractful Doubt, in giddy mazes whirl'd, 
Impatient ſtruggling for that reſt he ſcorns 
Fear hither thither toſt, in trembling flight 


: From peril, by impendent ruin cruſh'd, 
The ſnake-hair'd brood, that Fear on Self- love foul go 
Engender'd, Hate, whoſe haggard aſpect ſcowls 

At fiends, unreal fiends himſelf has raiſed, 


Wrath, at whoſe blood-ſhot eye the flame that _ 


Envy, that withers at the glimpſe of joy, 95 
Roſe fluſh'd, at fight of mis'ry ſmiling fell. 

To theſe, with nameleſs tyrants more a prey, 
Falſe Self- love, ſource of moral ill, conſign'd-- 
The ſlave, that *sdeign'd ſubjection to his God: 
And doubting chains on chains, to brutal fork 100 
Each godlike faculty, 'cotmpell'd- to drudge 


For Pleaſure, deem'd of human biiſs the mm 
Falſe Pleaſure, fount impure of nat'ral ll. A” | 
| F 4 5 Thus 


{ 72 3 
Thys faln the ſpark of , heay' nly fire, enjoin'd. 


3 (JOY +". 


T 0 Joar, and mingle with, thy Eternal beam, 105 


Whence by th' Almighty hand of love LWAs ſtruck ; 
Faln thus, againſt the courſe of nature faln, 


In duſt faint-glimm' ring, half extinguiſh'd lay. 


' From Love Divine, that like th* expanſe of light, 
Howce'er diffuſed o'er bliſsful myriads, ſhines 110 
An equal bleſſing undiminiſti d till, 

To worldly love how deſperate. the fall! 

Through foul abuſe profan'd, inſidious now 

Thy gifts, O World, with competition, ſnatch'd, p 
And rent with ſtrife, no true contentment. yield. 115 


The bane too real of our peace, gainſt man 
Thou arm'ſt the friend by nature's tend'reſt ties 
Allied, now fierceſt adverſary, man. 


Ordain'd bis doom to Mare, of wilful guilt 


An infirywent though paſſive, ae Pf 468 
Involv'd ip ſympathetic ruin tell ſt. _ | 
bonne their been that ſweetly rd NOS 


"EEE 


f he jarring clement wenge bis fle, | 
Weak, ſeli-expos'd, beneath the burning r3y 125 
He 


Wa 


He pants, and ſhudders at the chilling blaſt, 


O'er dreary wilds by lawleſs fancy led, 


— 


For his loſt Eden roams his hopeleſs eye. 
His hopeleſs eye reflects the varied ſcene. 


Where Temp'rancę on the bloom of Plenty ſmil'd, 1 39 


Starts Riot, ſcar'd, at the pale ſpectre Want. 
No. more ſpontaneous teem'd the fertile Earth 
With all that yielded to refreſhment meet 

At once of ſight, {mell, taſte, enjoyment pure. 
With conſtant toil ſollicited, ſhe deals 

To ſwift-· recurring need precarious dues; 

Nor always friendly. Uninvited ſprings 

The baleful aconite; profuſe the ſeeds 

Of lurking fate in the chill hemlock ſpread, - 
(8) Her kindlieſt births, the frail ſupport of life, 
Themſelves with fell corruption's-zaint impure 
Smooth his deſcent to diſſolution prone. 

Her faireſt graces, which on life reflect 

Short gleams of joy ſincere, all ſicklied o'er 
By the dim hues of grief, of death, betray 
How ſoon: illuſive of th' admiring throng 


135 


140 


148 


Flit o'er this chequer'd ſcene their ſhadowy forms. 
Unmark'd on each ſweet bloom of beauty, fame, 
| | Health, 
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Health, affluenee, genius, it's peculiar blight, 


Seduction, pride, excefs, or envy ſteals. 
Refinement, - ſocial ſplendour, pleaſure, ſtrength 
With ſhrewdeft art in civil union fought, | 
Unwiſely plann'd, licentiouſly-abuſed 

But aid the gloomy ſceptic's wild furmiſe, 


That nature never meant a ſocial man. r55 


With changeful aſpect on their alter'd lord 
Glares the mute herd. Averſton and miftruft, 
And menace mingle in their looks, eſtrang'd 
From grateful confidence, reſpect, and love. 
The curſe his guilt on earth, on air :derivid 160 
Of want produdtive, of diſeaſe, of death _ 
Scapes not their guiltleſs heads; yet lighter glanc'd - 
Aſlant it ſmites them. Nature's voice-their law, 
Unviolated ſtill, with potent fway . 
Each pliant movement prompts ; nor fell remorſe 165 
From paſt, nor dread of future ill they know. 
Unſought they find the real calm, thy boaſt, 
Vain Stoic, that ſtill mocks thy fruitleſs aim. 
Entire, with reliſh keen, ſurpaſſing thine . 
Baſe Epicure, they feaſt on preſent good. 170 
| Be 


( 7s 

| Be this their Eden ftill ; but dream not thou, 
| Their lord, abandon'd to thy own miſrule, 
Here to regain thy forfeit paradiſe. 


| Late in the ſky's benigneſt aſpect gay 
Flourjſh'd yon ſmould'ring oak, that ſpacious lawn 175 5 
Alone o'erſhadowing with majeſtic grace; : 
| Thus inſulated, ſtood an ample grove, 
| With love-notes wild of ſhelter'd plumy tribes 
| His branching bow'rs reſounding hail'd the dawn. 
: Ere noon, a filent monument of wrath, 180 
See, ofer the blaſted lawn, how. deſolate 
i His black ſhrunk arms wave off each diſtant wing, 
Scar d at the flaming bolt's diſaſtrous track. 
Shall yon bare trunk, again with verdure gay, 
| And love-notes wild, ſalute returning daun? 185 
As ſoon, deſpoil'd of innocence, ſhalt thou 
Oer this thy:ruin'd. ſeat in perfect bloom 
| Reflouriſh. In thy breaſt a ſpirit lives 
How dim foc'er, yet lives, of heav'nly birth, '. 
A ſoul, poſſeſs'd of appetites, which God, 190 
Who form'd, alone can fill. On-earthly fruits 
Regale it; or in ſumptuous robes adornn 

| Or 
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Or lodge in marble domes, or 'fretted gold. 
Vain, frantic aim! On the light forms that ſkim 
Thro' Fancy's air-built regions, dreamer, go, 193 


Corporeal hunger ſate: Then feaſt at will 
On ſublunary traſh the native taſte 


Of a celeſtial ſpirit. There confirm | 
Thy ſteps unway'ring in the paths of joy, 
Of wiſdom, virtue, bliſs, perfection pure 200 
Whence wantonly rejected, ſet at nought, 
The guidance is withdrawn of grace divine. 
Omnipotence defy'd, Eternal Truth 
Miſtruſted, Love, Parental Love itſelf, ff, 
Of envy deem'd the ſpecious veil, ingrate, 205 
Judge thou thyſelf - not thou -a kinder friend,. . 
(Dear art thou— ah! how dearer to thy Gd 
Than to thine own fond heart) that ſlighted Friend, 
That injur'd Parent has pronounc'd thy fate. 
Lo ſelf-entangled in a dreary mare. 220 
It's each diſtractful turn, as Mercy doom, 
With ſome dire woe preſents thee, ending all 
In death. Experience deep into thy foul . 
With ever- during ſtamp the prime decree. - 


Of 


— 


19 J 


; Of God ſupreme ſtrikes thus: 


The ſov'reign good 215 


a « To each aſlign'd all creatures ſhall attain, 


10 


5 « When faithful to the means all- ruling Love 

8 « Preſcribes; rejecting theſe, and of their own 

« Tenacious, on their heads a curſe ſhall draw, 

« Their purpoſe thwarting, ſentenc'd to diſplay, 220 


* « In their confuſion, the divine good-will.” 


O thou, of heav'n ſole Parent, as of earth 


Sole Judge, whom not to know is total want 


; Of true intelligence; though vain th' attempt 

; To trace thy footſteps in the dark profound ; 225 
Thou whoſe dread voice from rapt Ezekiel's lips, 

i Check'd all repining, ſilenc'd all reply, 

; Pronounc'd, howe'er unequal Judah's ways, 

: Equal thy ways, that doom'd the rebel's fall ; 

My trembling lips, like his, with zeal inſpire 230 
| To tell what ftri&t neceſſity precludes 


| Ev'n from the ſhadows vain of temp'ral good, 


5 | The ſelf-accurs'd, and alienate from Thee, 


I . 
9 
” 


Of 


Thou, to thyſelf alone ſufficient, reign'ſt, 
Ruler omnipotent, thy ſum complete 235 
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Of bliſs not ev'n omnipotence can raiſe , 

Exerted ſtill, with riever ceaſing flow, 

Thro? all thy creatures to diſpenſe it's beams. 

F air, bleſs'd, and good thy Word pronounc'd them all; 
Yet ah! nor goodnels in themſelves, nor bliſs, 240 
Nor beauty can they boaſt. Material worlds, 

On ſpiritual dependant, thence alone 

Perfection hold; howe'er the miſereant ſage 

Self- doom'd of atoms an eternal ſport, 

In cheerleſs gloom to ſhun thy glory, ſpurtis 145 
This high prerogative. | (9) His frantic eye | 
Bent on groſs earth, flood, air, fire, ether, light, 
Electrics, empty ſpace, views each by turns 

All forms aſſume ſpontaneous, and ſupreme - 

O'er fate, o'er nature, ofer thy god-head riſe, 250 
The ſpring, the ruling principle, the ſource - 
Inanimate of life, of mind, of all. 

Fool, dead in heart; of Ther, Creator ſole 

Of all things, within theſe thy works withdrawn 

Of Thee he recks not, feel ingrate he muſt 255 
Thy wond'rous love, who temp'reſt thus for man 
Theſe elemental forms, and deign'ſt him leave 

As need or pleaſure prompts to vary ſtill 
3 Their 


1eIr 
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| Their beauteous combinations, vain themſelves, 

And pow'rleſs, till at thy controlling word 260 
For gracious ends impell'd by ſtated laws | 
From mind a tributary claim to power, 

To being they derive. Spirits on Thee 

on Thee their center reſt, or devious lapſe 

Tow'rd their original void. Thy potent breath, 265 
. Sole ſource of life, extends the boundleſs range 

Of their deſires o'er all, yet more than all, 

That nature's whole circumference contains. 

Yer when conſpiring to relieve their toil 

With eranſent eaſe, mere ſhadows of delight, 270 
b Theſe periſhable ſcenes our fancy court, 

With prudence uſed, with pious thanks receiv'd, 

| Receiv'd as pledges of ſubſtantial bliſs, 

| Thy creatures all, their ends compleat fulfil. 

Thus good indeed thou mad'ſt them. We in theſe 275 


Secking, what only can be found in Thee, 

Perfect felicity, have made them vain. 

But oh ! permit not our peryerſe abuſe 

Of theſe thy ſecondary means of good 

To ſunder us from Thee, our Good Supreme, 280 
For ever. Though too like the vot'ries fond, 


Who 


1 80 J 
Who roam do viſit, in the duſt of death 
Entomb'd, the Lord of life enthron'd in heav*tt4 - 
Vouchſafe to guide us with erected eyes 
To ſeek the glories of thy face benign. 283 
Thee can theſe eyes reſign for each poor flow'r, 
That ſeems our ſhadowy paradiſe to deck, 
Shrunk inſtant at the touch to empty air ? 
Thee can theſe hearts, enliven'd by thy breath, 
In thoſe memorials of thy bounty lofe ? 2090 
Ah! no, let us, all gratitude and love, F 
As all benevolence, all beauty Thou, | 
O'er worlds and worldlings vain aſcending, rife 
In ſpirit up for ever nearer Thee.. | 


Whence, whence my foul, at this bleſs*d+moment rais'd 
Adoring to confeſs the preſent God, 2896 
Sudden ſtart vibrating from heav'n thy pow'rs 
Prone to this earth inclin'd? One inſtant check 
Their headlong flight. Lo! to thine opening eye 
Expos'd the fiend, who triumphs in thy fall; 300 
Outcaſt himſelf of heaven, then moſt fell, 

When tow'rd his long-loſt manſion ſoar thy thoughts. 
Thee that revolted Spirit ſeeks veſtrange 


From 
o 


Br 
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From God, thy heart ſeducing to the lure 


| of what moſt vain on life's light ſurface ſhines. 306 


. Awhile with viſion clear from paſſion's miſt 


The ſpecious baits contemplate. As they paſs 

Tear from each phantom form the glitt'ring veil, 

| Trick'd in the glare of .luxury and pride, | | 
To ſwell their ſemblance of ſubſtantial bliſs. 310 


See lightly tripping-with uncertain ſtep, "I 


f And ſwimming eye, to no fix'd object true, 

; Still prompt /at-alkto ſhift the ſubtle ſpell, 

| That negligently ſteals the warieſt heart, 

Lip-ſtrain'd with ſmile convulſive, cheek that glows 31 5 


? | With. bloom far other than e'er nature knew, 


| Limbs looſely floating in tranſparent robes | 


6 In all the languid airs of artful eaſe, 


Gay Pleafure courts thee to her wanton bow'r. 

I There wait thee all the charms, that wake each ſenſe 
ro tranſport, varying as thy melting frame 321 
On delicacies new faſtidious calls 

To quicken faint deſire; as wiſh to wiſh 

Succeeds in ſwift rotation; till in vain 7 
Fond fancy toils a mode, a name to form 325 
m G 


— 42 
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Of blandiſhment untaſted; balmy breeze; 
Freſh garland, feaſt ambroſial, ſparkling wine, 
Keen poliſh'd wit, yet keener far the glance 
F laſhing from brilliant eyes, thy quiy'ring pulſe 
In am'rous throbs diftending, ſounds that blend 330 
Their ſoft enchantment with the ſweets, that ſooth 
Each pamper'd ſenſe, make the moon dance, the ſtars 
Inebriate, the dead form of Night uprouſe 
To frolics wild; 'whoſe orgies in the glare 
Of doubling tapers held, than buſy day 235 
Far livelier cheer diſpenſing, waft thy ſoul 
Above th? unenvied joys of diſtant -heav'n, 
There wait thee— ae 

Fool thou little dream'ſt the woes; 
That wait thee there 


What woes? and whence ? Avaunt, 
Enthuſiaſt !Ts not Nature's prime command 340 
Be bleſsd? | He beſt obeys, who moſt enjoys. 


ww — * 


True ſuch her prime command: Nor dubious once 
The taſk, when pure delights, without a name, 
Or veſtige left upon this fin- worn mould, 
On Innocence from all things freely flow'd. . 


& 7 \ 
** 
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Thy joys, alas ! | how. queſtionable now! 

How needful now that, privilege add. | 
Alone to Virtue, ic reftgip. Debire 

Till Reaſon proves. it's title to the heart! 


„ When ſpurns it's wild career the ſacred rights. 356 
Of juſtice, or th' eternal claim, derides | 

, Of pure benignity, from conſcious worth 

| Revolting, moral dignity .contemns, | 

: Honour's; loud. call, and heav'n's approving mile, 81 


| No gend chat rages in the flaming gulph.,, 33 


Inflits more plagues than this internal fo, 
Ihe joy ſincere to ſenſual caſe deny'd, _ I 
2 Virtue alone confers on god- like toil 10082775 | 
| Beneficent. Ho ſteep ſoe er the clifit. | 
| Whoſe top the radiance of her temple crowns ,- 360 ; 


340 With mare than earthly glory, ere the brave 
: O'erſpent remit their gen/rous, ardour, Hope 
Springs in each heart, with. freſh incentive bounds, 
nce I Tow'ring anticipates the deſtin d meed.,. 
In preſent bliſs triumphant, bliſs Wann 7 
P uvncought by thee, patron profeſs'd of joy, 
345 Poor ſelf-denying chaſer of delight. 
G 2 


In 
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In Virtue's form ſerene thy fev'riſh eye 


Sees a cold ſpectre ſent from envious gods 

To damp, to rob of life thy ſprightly cheer. © 370 
Unaw'd by Reaſon's voice, unrein me ſtraight, 

Grave monitreſs, thou cry'ſt, thine office know; 
Procureſs vile, attend my beck, obey <A 

Ti imperious call of appetite—Her frown, © 

Her chill! ng frown ſuſpecting. headlong, blind, 375 
In breathleſs haſte, thy giddy race thou runn'ſt; 
Thou even outtunt'ſt defire. Thy way Queen 

For ſated laſt preparing recent lures, 

Prevented, fix'd a mere ſpeCtatreſs, owns 

Thee more expert in ill, in ruin plung'd 380 
Precipitant, ere ſhe with tempring bait 

Can thy keen pafſi jons ply.” Thy fancy doats 

On diſappointment, raving ſtill purſues 

What, ſoon as caught, reflection ſick'ning ſcorns, 
Mere inſtinct nauſeates, ev'n thy wiſer clay 385 
Offended ſpurns. By tyrant Faſhion toſed 6 
Reluctant, as the madd'ning throngs agape 

Graſp at ſome new- gilt vapour, flutt'ring all 

In revels lab'ring, hurrying to be bleſs'd, 


Drive and are driv'n adown the dancing wave, 390 
That 


( W 7 
That wafts to mis'ry gay Pleaſure's train, 
Own thou the cheat; how falſe her boaſted art 
Of poliſh'd life, the Knowledge famed how falſe 


Of her own fooliſh world, whence the gay tone 


Of manners takes it's vogue, that ſtamps on health 395 
Enjoyment, grace on grandeur, taſte refin'd 

On wealth. It's impotence of reliſh known 

For pleaſures, which compell'd it ſtrove to taſte, 
Wealth in diſgrace reſigns the illuſive boaſt. 

Swoln Pomp abaſh'd betrays the heart-felt pang, 400 
It rues from decent Merit's tacit ſcorn. | 
Health reſtleſs of her ſanguine fluſh complains 

To riot wild inflamed. This Art of life, 

This tyrant Mode, affecting {till averſe 

From heav'n's plain path to ſtray, repugnant Earth 405 
But feigns to prize, while temp'rance, wiſdom, truth, 
From ſimple nature's laws an art educe 


More pleaſing far. Their genuine fruits compare. 


Here meek-ey'd Bounty reigns, by public tolls, 
Public eſteem, and ſage oeconomy, | 410 
Wich means of bleſſing bleſs'd. The duties dear 
To minds in Hymen's bands unſullied pair'd 

| G 3 | Here 
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Here fruitful riſe. Dear without pomp the joys 
Of peaceful home dwell here: From ſpeaking eye 
To ſpeaking eye reſponſive, ever flows 413 


Freſh from each heart it's well-known language, love, 


Unfeign'd as warm. The parent's genial ſmile, 
; x That wakes each opening virtue's early bloom, 
The child rejoicing catches, and at once, 
x | Taught ſweet reſpect by gratitude, returns. 420 
| The feaſt of gen'rous Friendſhip, decent Wit, 


And playful Humour grace, in league to daſh 
Offence and folly, humble worth exalt, 
4 Enliven. Here, effuſed from fervent ſoul 
4 To ſoul, more animating thrills the low _ 425 
Of ſparkling fancy, than bright nectar pour'd 
From diamond cup, Here wiſe Benevolence, 
And ardent Reaſon, each to each preſents 
It's proper object: Stimulated guſt | 
With truth more precious than ambroſial cheer 430 
Invigorating feeds the healthful mind, 


Theſe, theſe to fortune's gifts, to nature's add 
Enjoyment, reliſh, Hence revolted, faln, 


Man of the world, gay libertine, unplume 
Thy 
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Thy flaunting creſt. When tortur'd on the rack 435 

| Of ill-diſſembl'd languor, mock-delight, | 

| Renounce thy taſteleſs Goddeſs. Half-ſuppreſs'd 

In ſmiles elaborate, thy fretful yawns 

Proclaim her vain, vexatious. Undeceiv'd 

Reſolve at length to vindicate thy pride, 440 

Thy liberty. — That ſacred name to thee 

; Alas! were inſult, How beſeems the claim, 

The manly claim of liberty, the foe 

To ſober induſtry ? As did the boaſt 

ü Of Roman virtue the degen'rate ſpawn 445 

From freedom's champions ſprung, that erſt expell'd 

| The Tarquins, in corruption, riot ſunk, 

| To tyranny, to faction venal dupes 

Alternate. Nature made not freedom, ſlave, 

| She made not pride for thee. Diſſolv'd in eaſe, 450 

Wither'd by Pleaſure in thy prime, exert 

| Thoſe languid nerves ; for one laſt effort ſtrain. 

Thy ſlacken'd frame obeys Thee not; but ſpent 

And ſinking ſtill it courts the driving gale. 

Down down the gulph of woe beyond recall 455 

She whirls thee. There her each attendant Grace, 

Mirth, Licence, Luxury, whoſe wanton charms 
A Thy 
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Thy frenzy ſoothing, round thy captive heart | 

So fondly twin d, in dire diltorted ſhapes 

Of hags infernal rack thy ſhatter'd frame. 460 
Pall'd Luxury o'er all her honey'd ſweets 

Of hatefulleſt diſreliſh pours the gall. 

While chains on chains by lawleſs Licence heap'd, 


Each limb, the ruder for thy ſtruggling, fret, 
Unfceling Mirth, her witleſs laugh ſuppreſs'd, 465 
Writhes with farcaſtic ſpleen her brazen front 


Exaſp'rating to madneſs ev'ry pang, 


Stiff-robed in all the cumb'rous wealth of Ind, 
Gems above price, embroid'ry's richeſt art, 
Yet horrid caſed in duſt, and canker'd mail, 470 
A ſhape with dropſy ſwoln, with famine gaunt, 
With harpy claws, that cramm'd ſtill graſp at more, 
Of Riches this the Dæmon, fix'd o'erhangs 
Yon dark unfathomable cavern's brink. 
There Mammon brooding fits o'er unſunn'd heaps 475 
Of golden coin, rude ingots, ruder ore, 
On all ſides round he glares with haggard eyes, 
Where fear and fierce deſire alternate watch. 
Mark, ere they meet thy prying glance, how quick 
| dat Himſelf, 
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| Himſelf, his hoards in gloom profound the pit 480 


| Ingulphs—Upcaſt as quick, in ſudden blaze 
Magnificent, with all his glitt'ring baits, 

| He tempts in vain parade th' admirer's wiſh, 

| Sternly the frowning Phantom bids thee kneel 

i At his proud altar, and revere him God, 485 
| Sov'reign of all beneath the vaulted ſky; 

| Off ring t' inflame thy zeal, the pomp, the wealth, 

| And tinſel ſplendours of this nether world. 

| Mortal, theſe tempting treaſures to obtain 

From yon vain idol, ſore the toil, the taſk 490 
| Severer than the Source of Being claims 

| To fix thy title to the wealth of heav'n. 

| Reſign'd that hope remote, the fatal choice, 

Ill deem'd thy preſent gain, at leiſure prove. 


Go then, and on the blameleſs Indian tribes 495 
Famine and pangs inflict, at which the fiends 
With envy gaze; and own their tort'ring arts 
Infernal by terreſtrial far dutdone. 
Search thus, and ſeize on the pernicious wealth, 
A thriftleſs commerce, no unhealthful drain, 500 
From Europe draws, or what the diamond rock 

Of 
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Of Raolcond, or ſilver Ganges yields 
From pearl-incruſted grots. A nearer track 
At home purſue. Let Avarice diſguis'd 


Ambition's leſs diſgraceful maſk aſſume. 505 
Patriot or Stateſman riſe, not Faction's tool, 

Be Faction thine. With inſult loud revile 

Thy ſov'reign, or with reptile flatt'ry court. 

Or vend, or hoarſe aſſerting, work thy way 

In turn to traffic with thy Country's rights. 510 
No too precarious far, and tedious wind 

Theſe adverſe tracks. Through courtly flowrets rank, 
Or ſavage brambles ranker, Party crawls— 
There crawl ſhe ſtill; inſult or flatter king, 

Or country, both alike for pelf betray 515 
Thouzh groveling, theſe are ſteep to thee, tho? dark, 


Are open. Keep ſecure the covert path. 
Adept in all the myſtic arts of trade, 
Monopolize the frantic hopes and fears, 
The follies, vices, wants, the labours, lives 520 | 
Of myriads. They.-profuſe, of ſimple faith : 
Shall golden ſtreams, in thee. concent'ring, pour. 


Straight let Potoſi's ore, Golconda's gems 
Thy coffers fill, to fields add fields, around 
| 5 


Prompt ſtill between thee and enjoyment thruſt, 
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All in unterminable proſpect thine. 523 
At this triumphant height, conſult at eaſe 

Thy throbbing heart. Can it now taſte of joy? 

Alas! too ſadly feels that recreant heart 

It's own unworthineſs to think of bliſs. 

| That blaſted eye betrays it's conſtant dread, 530 
A ſpoiler near. Each object it beholds, 

Or ſeems to gaze at, fix*d on vacancy, 

| Whence inſtant glancing ſtartled it recoils, 

: Preſents the foe. Full on thee opening darts 

| The viſage lank out-ſtretch'd, and ghaſtly ſtare 535 
Of Want, With ever-lengthning talons arm'd, 

And iron teeth in ruſt embrown'd, he ſtands 

ö On thy cramm'd coffers perch'd. No phantom this, 

| Tis real Want. Right ſorely rues thy maw 

| His griping pounce, that claims his deſtin'd prey, 540 
Thee claims,” his-property, with all thy ſtores. 

| Exub'rant round thee rang'd with curious art 

| Whate'er each/ſeaſon, clime, air, ocean, earth 


| Boaſt rieh and rare, or ſenſe and fancy prize, 


Board, equipage, retinue, ſtructure, drels, 545 
Deck'd other eyes to charm, delight not thine. 


Grinding 
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Grinding his uſeleſs jaws, the meagre fiend 


Bids affluence, counterfeiting dire diſtreſs, 
With abſent evil mar each preſent good. 550 
No- not for thee, fluſh'd with the vivid ſmile | 
Of Love creative, walks the jocund Spring 
O'er fields juſt wak'd anew from torpid froſt, 
Pleas'd to diſcloſe her treafures long conceal'd, 
T.uxuriant fragrance, beauty's freſheſt bloom, 533 
And budding hope of plenty. Not for thee, 
When lauds the ripen'd year profuſely rich 
The bounteous God, accordant hill and dale 
Join the glad chair ; each grove, each orchard ſings i 
Dances each vineyard, laughs each golden plain. 560 i 
No, not for thee the grand enlivener light, 
Firſt-born of heav'n, deſcends, the formleſs maſs 
With comelineſs inveſting, grace and joy. 

No, wretch, in vain for thee does Nature bid | 
Her ſimpleſt child with open breaſt receive 3565 
Her obvious bleſſings. - By thy tyrant Gain 
Diſtracted, harraſs'd, ſtung with ſwarms of care, 
No leiſure haſt thou to attend the voice 


Of Nature, or adore her Lord benign. 


That voice reveals thy real gain, an art 570 
Myſtic 


550 


125, 


560 


565 


57⁰ 
lie 
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| Myſtic to thee reveals, to treaſure ſtores 


Or pow'r of computation. Hark ! aſpire, 
It cries, to trace my footſteps : Aim to riſe 
| The delegate of God, th' exhauſtleſs fund 
or bounty to diſpenſe, with lib'ral heart, 

| And hand unſparing, yet for ever full. 

55: (5 da cu,, hire! | 
were this thy prime purſuir, indulgent heav'a 
| Might, for the welfare of mankind, on thee 
A public bleſing pour in ſhow's of wealth; 
Not then reſerv'd in ſtagnant pool to 1 
or in foul cavern ſhun th exhaling ray : 

| Nor waſteful headlong daſh'd; with torrent foul 
| To whelm the dale: But in each roſeate bud, 
| Each hopeful ſcyon, or each languid leaf, 


To feed with many a filent rill, the ſprings 
Of health, of life, of beauty. Thus inclin'd 
Tis not in Fortune's frown to make thee poor. 
That frown defied, lo ſoft'ning to a bluſh 


To thee more gracious than her laviſh ſmile, 


Tranſcending Mammon's moſt O er- weening wiſh 


575 


580 


590 


Shames her capricious rage at conſcious worth. 


One heart-expanding tranſport, at rebound 


Caught 


— — — — — 
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Caught from a drooping eye to gladneſs rais'd, 

Not all her ſelf-concent'ring. hoards can pay, 

Thy glance, more potent than th' arch-chymic ſun 69g 
| Light were it liſteth, child of nature, ſpreads, 
Spontaneous' Amalthza's ample ſtores. - ; 
Thine, thine is all the wralth, which all enjoy. 


Lo! yon proud pyramid that braves the ſky 

Whoſe, poliſh'd. ſurface, variegated rays . 609 
Priſmatic vibrating, thy wav'ring fight .. 

As one vaſt opal with illuſion ſtrikes.  . 

Pure ſtellar light, here darts the PESIPY there. 

The ſaphire vein cærulean æther gleams 

Here yellow flame, like burniſh'd gold, by fits 605 
The topaz yields, a crimſon: ſtream of blood _ 
There glows the ruby. -A mere Vapour 1 


That fronts the ſun. High on it's point extreme p 
Behold Ambition rears her blazing form. re 
O'er many a realm her arms extending, ſtrain 610 
To graſp at worlds from thy fcant orb remote. 


Up towr'd the empyrean glitt'ring ſhoots. 
Her ſtar-encixcl'd diadem. Her veſt | 
Gold, ermin'd, purple on its floating train 
knperial, and wide-waving folds, betrays, 


| His progreſs, o'er their necks in triumph borne, 
| Or imperceptibly, with finuous trace 


| To ſome ſuperior menial, breathing ſtill 


{ 9s J 
By many a duſky ſpot, the baſeſt filth, 
Where welt'ring, at her ſtated hour of pain, 
She bites the ſoil, from whence aloft ſhe ſprung. 
Earth on her tow'ring aſpect from beneath - 
With wonder wild hangs trembling. At her nod 620 


The gath'ring crowds of her adorers preſs. 
Round the wide bafe of her exalted throne. 
All grov'ling on the ground the repriles vain 
500 In thought climb panting up the leſsning ſteps. 


Each ſpurns indignant at the throngs that croſs 


025 


| Up wriggling, unctuous adulation plys ' 


9 1 Adheſive, crawling ſoars, dependant clings 94 


Devotion blind, moſt humbly craving leave 


610 


615 


His footſteps foul, and ſpatter'd ſkirts to kiss. 


High o'er their heads in air ſuſpended wave 
White-wands and ſcepters, crowns and chains of gold, 


Ermines unſtain'd, and truncheons drench'd in gore, 


Stars, ribbands, mitres, coronets of bright 636 
But crumbling mould, and lawrels ever green. | 

At theſe they graſp advent'rous ; and full be: 15:59 
4 | | Rude 
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Rude competitions ſhock, an adverſe blaſt, 


A random ſlip tumbles them headlong down 640 
Whelm'd in th' abyſs of loath'd obſcurity. 

| How abject the faln wretch! the wretch indeed, 

To deem leſs abject the deluſive height, 

Where baſely ſcrambling he but ſeem'd to ſoar. 

Let the vain Goddeſs on each effort ſmile, - 645 
Succeſs attend each aim,  ſelf-center'd ſtill, 

For pow'r, dominion, grandeur ; more ſevere 

Than diſappointment, on his tow'ring head 


It heaps new perils from the rival rage 


Of treach'rous friends, exaſperated foes, 6 30 


New tortures on his breaſt with loftier pride 

And fiercer throbs diſtended. Victor ſill Jy 
Kind fortune ſpeed him, each opponent quell, 
Fly o'er the ſurface of the ſtream of life 
Uncheck'd the circle of his wiſhes, wide ....» 6566 
Still widening, gain it's meaſur'd round, this earth 


It's bound'ry—as we gaze, *tis vaniſh'd, loſt 


The very being our weak opties lent. 


Does empire, Cæſar, in thy burning breaſt | 
Outragious flame enkindle ?—Take thy wiſh, 660 . 
5 FI 
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Fly rival chiefs before thee; patriots fall: 


240 ; Bend nations at thy beck : Their guardian Gods, 
The charge reſigning, join thy train : ſucceed 
Thy loftieſt aim. Attain'd, it ſeals thy doom. 
Ol each reſplendent faculty poſſeſs'd, 665 
; Which men with upcaſt eyes admire, adore, 
Or for expected bleſſings hope to bleſs ; 
? Each art, that gives imperious Fortune law, 
k Each grace, which yielding bluſhing virtue owns 
g Reſiſtleſs, - godlike pow'rs, how doom'd the curſe 670 
? Of thy degen'rate country! On the rights 
650 | Of Rome, of nature, their portentous edge 
Turn'ſt thou? Againſt the laws of man, of God, 


| Rais'd is thy deſp'rate arm ? It's impious rage 
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Arreeſt; or mark on thy devoted head 675 
: | How keen the ſwift-· reverting ſtroke muſt fall. 
655 5 Soon ſhall proud tyrants from thy creſt laid low 
f Be taught the law their pride annulls, not power 
| Imperial, is the Ruler's helm ſecure. 
8 Pretorian guards !—ah fools !—the ſword, not law 680 
| Controlling all, what from theſe ruffian bands 
Shall guard you? Myriads injur'd kiſs, yer groan 
H To 
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To ſnatch oppreſſion's rod. Say, *gainſt yourſelves 
Should force vindictive, but illegal raiſe 
It's dreaded weight, what then ſhall ward the blow ? 
Thy legions, parricide, in Rome's beſt blood 686 


Imbru'd, vile droſs procures thee. That vile droſs 


From foes, from friends, kings, kingdoms, altars, gods 
Thy legions wreſting ranſack half the globe. 

Pale Victory with out-ſtretch'd eagle plume 690 
Bears breathleſs o'er thy proſtrate Parent's neck 

Thy car triumphal. Ere thy felon graſp 

1 Has five ſhort months brandiſh'd the ſcorpion ſcourge 
l Of deſpotiſm to daunt the vanquiſh'd world, 

Indignant Freedom's few ſurviving ſons 695 
Arouled, precipitate thy lawrel'd brow, 

That ſcared the nations, braved the bolt of Jove, 

To earth aveng'd, and in libation pour 


To Pompey's marble form thy vital flood. 


by Thee, Regicide, Uſurper, thee, whoſe name 700 
J Fair Liberty betray'd for ever blots 


From her bright records, dread of Britain's foes, 
Of Britain direr Peſt, Ambition, curs'd 


With ſtrange ſucceſs, impetuous drove to thwart 
Thy if 


[ 99 J 


Thy beſt-lov'd int'reſt. Over a tyrant quell'd 705 
Aſcending how ſublime, how clear thy track 

Of glory open'd ! From fell pow'r of wrong 

*T was thine in adamantine chains of law 

To bind him faſt, when drain'd the bitter dregs 

Of penitential grief, and humbled pride 710 
Had purg'd his crimes—ah ! full ſeverely rued |! 

Then to reſtore was thine the future friend, 
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The father ſage, well-diſciplin'd in woe, 

The genius bleſs'd of Britain, but for good 

Poſſeſs'd of empire. Nations yet unform'd, 715 
Ages from ſtretch of human thought remote 

Thee guardian, ſaviour of the realm had hail'd, 

Sole founder of it's well - eſtabliſn'd weal : 

Till each contending ſtate her perfect plan 
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Embracing, but on bloodleſs triumphs bent 720 
; In arts of peace, firm faith, impartial rule 
| Alone had vied, and grateful praiſe of thee, 

700 Reſtorer of Aſtræa-s righteous code. 


No—To the tyrant's envied ſeat thyſelf 
Obtruded, not thy more than fiend-like wiles 725 
From ſervityde can free, Sore-gall'd in chains 


Thy H 2 Eſcaped 
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Eſcaped ſo late, Britain for vengeance groans, 

In vain thy mercenary bands with ſtcel 

Cloſe hem thee, Terrour thrids their files unſeen. 
Clutch'd in his cold heart-ſhrinking gripe, aghaſt 730 
At what thus trembling ſtart thy recreant limbs? 

Why caſt at front, at rear, at that fide, this, 

From each new face thy circumſpective ſtare ? 

Thy friend's, thy child's abhorrent brow, thine own 
Reflex, more dreaded guilty glare appals * T26 
Thy ſleepleſs eye, within thy ſhirt of mail 

Strikes daggers, harrows, frets that iron frame, 


Of ſtrength to linger out thy fave years death. 


Theſe, traytor, were thy works, the dawn obſcur'd 
Of patriot fame, when burſting into day 740 
At once extinguiſh'd, legal rights o'erthrown, 

With monarchy their due-proportion'd baſe ; 

On it's wide ruin with ilb-omen'd ſtars 

Erected, Freedom's glitt'ring fabric raz'd, 

This guilt, theſe treaſons thine. Th' event kind heav'n 
Condutted. Heav'n beheld the high-wrought plan 746 
Seiz'd by rude hands unmcet the mighty boon | 
Without abuſe to ſhare. Ambition till, . ... 
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(Sightleſs, though ſoaring to a loftier aim 


Than ſwells the vulgar breaſts of heroes, kings, 750 
Whom lying fame, and pomp, of crowds the charm, 
And ever-groveling ſelf alone poſſeſs,) 

Ambition fell their ſouls more gallant fires 

A dazzling form illuſive to purſue 

Of patriot glory, prompts their daring hearts #755 
Againſt the rights more ſacred of mankind 

To wage licentious war. At Britain's name 

Horror the trembling nations muſt invade. 

Too cold were juſt eſteem. Her ſiſter-ſtate, 

Belgia, the full-blown lawrels on her brows, 760 
Ev'n liberty, her dearer well-earn'd prize, 

Muſt mourn, untimely blaſted. Gallic pride, 

Iberian, Auſtrian to the ſway muſt bend 

Of an o'ergrown Republic. - Soon their fall 

Had whelm'd it's nicely plann'd foundations, laid 765 
With ill-adapted ſkill. Wiſdom profound 

Heav'n- guided only there approves the plan 
Republican, of pure materials framed, 

Where Virtue, pleas'd her choſen ſons to bleſs, 

Rears with her own fair hands her gentle reign, 770 


Secure, as unambitious, free, as fix'd 
i 3 | On 
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On rigid laws, as independant, ſmall, 


Empire's chaotic bulk and ſtrife to bear 
Unequal, it's fine frame, a ſudden blaſt 
Of covert fire exploding, ſoon had whirl'd 775 


Fractur'd and formleſs, where with pangs tranſpierc'd 
Of agonizing grief, imperial Rome, 
Wak'd from her dream of univerſal reign, 


Beheld with fetters of deſpotic ſway 


For ever bound, in dark perdition's gulph 780 


Her fam'd republic fink to riſe no more. 


Thus vengeful fate ordains. Let Self- love war 
With ſocial, it's own ends it ſtill defeats, 
Let patriot ardour the more ſacred rights 
Of man invade, a deadly wound it aims 785 
At our own country's neck. The loftier ſoul 
Of Scipio, in the -pure unclouded ſphere 
Of glory moving, theſe eternal truths 
Diſcern'd by Juſtice Univerſal fix'd. 
Hence the prophetic ſage, with clearer ken 790 
Than thine, ſtern Cenſor, ſaw the Latian weal 
Hurl'd headlong from the tow'ring wings of pride. 
® Extirpated be Carthage”—was thy vote, 

Steel- 
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Steel hearted Cato Cruſh'd the rival race — 


« Over all the foes of Rome one ruin cloſe.” 795 


* One ruin cloſe” —re-echo'd with a groan 

Rome's Better genius “ O'er our temp'rate laws 

And equal rights—yes, cloſe one ruin—cruſh'd, 

« Cruſl'd be the mighty mound, that ſtill repell'd 

« Corruption's riſing tide. The righteous gods 800 

« Have mark'd thy date, illuſtrious Commonwealth. 

« By rapine ſnatch'd, let all thy trophies deck 

« One gorgeous Idol, o'er a proſtrate crew 

« Of meaner ſpoilers rais d. Extinct be all 

* Thy patriot ſons. On venal tongues alone, S805 

With ſneer profane derided, live their fame. 

„ Faln Parent, oft redeem'd by ſtreams of blood 

From ſervile chains, humbler of tyrants fell, 

Great nurſe of heroes to long glories train'd, 

Delight of gods benign, Vice, inbred Vice 810 

** Unnerves the guardian vigour of thy breaſt. 

« Confed'rate with an injur'd world in arms, 

At whoſe whole force injuriouſly combined 

Free Virtue ſtill might ſmile, it ſoon ſhall caſt 

That awful front, of civic ſplendours reft, 818 
H 4 | « Beneath 
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Beneath an unrelenting maſter's heel. 


* (10) This rock, that ſpurns the roaring ſurge and ſtorm, 
Nov pitileſs as proud enjoys the wreck 

Of countleſs barks; on earth's firm center poiz'd 

ce Inſults the ſky. Lo! raging thunders ſhake, 820 
« Fierce torrents mine, and ſubterranean fires 

« Expanſive rend it. From it's baſe uptorn 

“ Fell Nemeſis aloft in air awhile 

* Suſpends it. On mid-ocean daſh'd at once 

Lo! the dark billows ſhroud it-gone, forgot 825 
6 For ever. Pride, alike of mortal ſtates 

&© As mortal men the bane, a direr doom 


* Unduly ſoaring, than depreſs'd, portends.” 


Thus proſper thy proud vaunts ? Let purple ſlaves, 
Ambition, grace with Virtue's name rever'd 830 
Thy mock-heroic deeds: (11) Virtue diſclaims 
Each double-hearted vot'ry at her ſhrine 
That looks not with a fix*d contempt on thee. 
Degen'rate, little recks thy low-bent thought 
How 'glorious once above the ſolar blaze 835 
Thou ſhon'ſt. Then hear it; and with ſhame expire; 
Or hide thee in the gloom profound of hell, 

Whence 


3. 0 
Whence Lucifer, with Murther, Havoc, Rage, 
Unchain'd thee to ſtalk o'er a frantic world. 
Heav'n- born, ſupremely fair, till baſely ſunk 840 
From thy ſublime original, thou fell'ſt 
Of wretched Self the thrall, *twas thine the charge 
In breaſts angelic, as in man, to raiſe 
An ardent appetite for praiſe divine, 
; A boundleſs wiſh for pow'r to imitate 845 
| Beneficence unbounded. Lives there till 
A ſoul retentive of that ſacred fire? 
Above the feeble trump of earthly Fame, 
Above the low-ſhrunk pinnacle of pride 
| Imperial, he proclaims how void of light, 850 
Save what the Fount of light on virtue ſheds, 
Is all created glory; preſent hears 
Th' approving God. Not his own conſcious heart 
More clear more preſent ſpeaks his genuine worth. 
Say then what wonder that completely bleſs'd 855 
In heav*n's applauſe, he ſpurns with calm diſdain 
This earth's vain pageants, Pleaſure, Wealth and Power 
Unown'd, unhallow'd by Celeſtial Truth ? 
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che yag dig bv vd conjeuoras, id xaxotory 
o' fra yiyvectai wavluy Neyo diby Lore. 
| CLEANTH. Hymn, 


{ ——»T hou, what vice diſorders, canſt compoſe ; 
And profit by the malice of thy foes ; 

So blending good with evil, fair with foul 

As thence to model one harmonious WHOLE; 
One univerſal law of truth and right. 


Tranſl. by WS r. 
* 


The production of good out of evil by the Divine 
Providence. The bright ſide of human life, as 
improved by the Principle of Benevolence. 


The A R GUM E N . 


Faln man encouraged ſtill to confide in the Deity, 1. 8.— 
All evil is under the ſecret controul of his Providence, 20. 
Lis Truth exhibits to man a picture of his moral Nate, 
7-2, —His Juſtice denounces miſery and death to fin as the 
decree of infinite goodneſs, 84.—His Mercy commiſſions 
Hope to lead man to a proſpe of the recovery of Happi- 
neſs, and reproduction of good out of evil, 95.—Inſtances 
of moral good, 153. —humility, 153. —temperance, 200. 
—juſtice, 208. - wiſdom, 215. — charity, 224. piety pra- 
duced by natural evil, 243.—Addreſs to Faith to recon- 
cile the mind of man to his preſent ſtate, 295. —Our judg- 
ment of the evil natural and moral of other nations, and 


perſons differently circumſtanced, incompetent for want 


of adequate ſympathetic feelings, 315.—Moſt frightful 
ſhapes of real evil, 410,—againſt which Faith arms us with 
reſignation, here, and certainty of complete ſatisfaction 
hereafter, 521.—The proportion of goodneſs and happi- 
neſs upon earth far greater than is commonly conceived, 
549. A view of it exhibited as appearing to the eye of a 
Supefftor Being, 559. 
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ELESTIAL Truth, how faint thy traces now! 
Harmonious Peace how fled ! With Love and Joy 


| And the bleſs'd Freedom of the ſons of God, 

| How fled from this your violated haunt, 

| To hoſtile forms reſign'd of hate and woe 5 
| Whither, ah ! whither turns the child of wrath, 

| When all creation frowns reſentful round ? 

| Offended Lord, whither if not to Thee? 

| Mindful of mercy moſt in keeneſt ire, | 


| Thy vengeful ſtroke but ſpeaks impartial Love, 10 


From brief eclipſe thy countenance benign 


| Emerging clear, diſplays the myſtic art, 


That blends in good Supreme (12) this various Whole, 
Thro' faith alone to weak-ey'd man unveil'd. 
One ſhadowy moment paſe'd, th' eternal ſcheme. 15 
Shall opening Kill, and opening on his mind 

Through 


CG wo Þ; 
Through all futurity, it's endleſs maze 
Unravel, then miſcalPd in mortal ſtile, 
Of paſſion querulous the ſpeech confus'd, 
Shall nat'ral ill thy gracious gift be deem'd, 29 
The main ſupport confeſs'd of moral good : 
As chance, by ſons of darkneſs nam'd on earth 
Blind arbitreſs, of ſpleen the random ſport, * 
Shines to th* adoring ſons of light reveal'd, 
The ſage reſult of Providence Divine. 25 


For earth too high, are theſe celeſtial themes 

Still in dim clouds involv'd? Oh, pardon, Thou, 

Whoſe holieſt ark never did eye profane 

Viſit unblaſted, if my erring ſenſe 

Tranſgreſs it's bounds appointed, in purſuit 39 

Of myſtic truth. Enough perhaps for man, 

Faln man, to know, by ſelf-preſumption faln, 

Self-humbled doom'd to riſe, that ſtill benign 

Are thy decrees, howe'er perverſely turn'd 

To his confuſion, and reſiſtleſs {till : 35 

That prompt, when fin, fell tyrant, needs controul, 

Fhine equal hand the due proportion'd check 
Diſpenſes 
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Diſpenſes mild of ſalutary woe, 
Till both one regulated period find. 


j When firſt experienced ill, a doleful glimpſe 40 


Of knowledge darting on revolted man, 
| With heav'n- ſent horrors fill'd his conſcious mind, 
Deep-ſtruck they ſoften'd his obdurate heart; 
And waken'd fad conviction, purging clear 
5 His ſtreaming eyes, no longer fondly bent 45 
: On ſelf-deceit. Appall'd he tarts at guilt 
In her own form abhorr'd; and loud bewails 
| Sweet Innocence for ever ever loſt 
| Ah! loſt how ſoon the Eternal Fount of good, 
| Ev'n in the exub'rance of his bounty loſt ! 50 
0 | How late in dread of his juſt vengeance found ! 


Thus late ſtill found the ſame Eternal Fount 
Of good, He from his throne a Spirit ſends, 
Faith, Daughter pure of Sanctity, ordain'd 
35 From theſe low ſcenes to lead her trembling charge 55 
The myſtic heights of Love Supreme to ſeek, 
In ſpotleſs white enrob'd, that faint reflects 
ſes New light from Beatific Face Divine, 


5 She 


F 2an 

She for the dim now dimmer ſphere of man, ' 

Faln fin-polluted man, celeſtial day 60 
Reſigns. Delinquent, conſcious, whelm'd with guilt, 
Proſtrate he lies. The preſence felt of TRUTH 
And JUSTICE arm'd'to end him reaves his heart 
Of life. With filent ſtep the ſacred Pow'r 

- Approaching, ſtrikes unſeen with gentle hand ö 65 
His front. Halt-rais'd his woe-ſunk eye beholds 
Between her dreaded ſiſters, JUSTICE, TRUTH 
In high ſupremacy of ſtate enthron'd | 
MERCY Divine, Unbent their aweful brows, 
Charm'd by their Sov'reign's ever-gentle ſway, 70 
With equal grace reflect her placid ſmile, 


TRUTH firſt, in accents clear, attun'd to all, 


It's trembling ſtrings, the human heart addreſs'd. 


Experienc'd good contemn'd, preſumptuous man, 
Of untried ill too curious, know then, rue 75 
Thus known, repentant rue thy wilful choice. 
View ſelf-impreſs'd with various forms of ill 
Thy. conſcious mind; View ſtill deſire of good 
Theſe cheriſh'd foes detruding. Ceaſeleſs jars 

Rend 
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| Rend it's diſtemper'd frame, the ſeat no more 80 

0 Of peace harmonious, till celeſtial Grace 
New-form thy ſoul, on vice for ever fix 

Thy ſcotn, on virtue thy ſificete eſteeni. 


In ſolemn tones inſpiring ſacred awe, 
Terrors profane diſpelling, JUSTICE thus 
| In brief pronoutic'd his mitigated door. 


Hear, Man, reilgn'd thy ſentence, Preſent pain 
Be thine and ſorrow z friends of aſpect fell 
o WW Deſtin'd to quicken thy dull ſenſe of joy, 
Soon ſhall theſe chequer'd ſcenes of fin and wor, 90 
Thus ever pait'd by Fate ſupremely kind, 
Obtain a cloſe deſirable in death, * 


Nor more with voice; whoſe Harmony ſuſpends 
All ſadneſs,” ev'n deſpair, (1g) the very pangs 
5 of hell, &er-reling MERCY ſpoke the reſt, 95 
FS. « 


Though forfeited, though loſt, though diſtant on, 


Lo! yet reclaimable, thy bliſs pteſents 2 8 
| It's image fa in proſpect riſing ll; | * 4 * 
El ic, ] « a. From 
| EF. "IT | 
& 2p * 


N % 


# 


. oF 
* 
9 5 N 


1 114 ] : 
From varying ſtage to ſtage, through life conduQts }.. - 
Thy faithful ſtep, ſequacious as it flies. 100 
See it ſurmounts the dreaded gulph of death; 
While o'er th' unheeded brink thy raptrous eye 
Still hangs, it's flight purſuing. Fix'd on heav'n 


Hold onward it's clear track. Nor life nor death 


Can long detain thee from the glorious prize, 105 


Which, thus regain'd, is thine; to part no more. 


She ſpoke—Forth iſſuing from the throne of grace, 
On golden pinions gliding down the ſky, | _ 
Heav'n's lovelieſt emiſſary, HOPE deſcends, 

Array'd in all the blooming hues, that deck 110 
The paradiſe of God. Her ſmiling brow 
With buds of amaranth encircl'd glows. 


A waving miſt o'erhangs her ſparkling eyes, 


That rais'd in vain to diſſipate the gloom, 


Now with reſiſtleſs glance by fits tranſpierce 115 
It's {kirts obſcure, now gild with chequer'd gleam. 


As ever and anon the vapour dim 


Redoubling preſſes on her lab'ring ſenſe, 
Her white hand lifts a long protended tube, 


. Where ſtretch'd, * far within the heav'n of heay "os! — 


r Edens 
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Edens in endleſs perſpective portray'd, a 


Brighter; yet brighter as more diſtant riſe; 


On this her fair ambaſſadreſs, the charge 
MERCY SUPREME impos'd, to wake the ſoul | 
Deſponding, ſunk in lethargy of woe, 129 
New life with loſt perfection to regain. * 
Ordain'd the ſubſtitute of bliſs, ſhe leads R 


| The mind that droops in ſullen felf abroad; 


It's inborn ſtrength texert in uſeful toil. 

Hence the glad hind o'er winter's drear domain 130 
Diſplays the promiſe of autumnal wealth. 

Henee the fond parent rears the tardy ſeeds 

Of moral truth, tending with ceaſeleſs care 

The weedy garden of the youthful mind ; 

Till each fair plant, rais'd from the fruitful ſtock 134 
Of Love, till Fortitude with Prudence join'd, 

With Juſtice, Candour, Temp'rance, Bounty, ſpring z 
And riſing ſtately to proportion due; 

With fragrance, and diffuſive gladneſs bloom. 
Hence all the various arts that ſweeten life 140 
Their birth degive, their progreſs, their mature 
Perfection. Henee the heav'n-borg child aſſerts 
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His native dignity anew, collects 
Beyond conjecture his immortal ſtate, 


On earth looks down triumphant o'er the grave. 145 


Let ill ſucceſs on all our ſteps attend ; 
Our dear delights be vaniſh'd all; nor then 
'F lies from extreme diſtreſs our well-known friend; 


High o'er the preſent gloom, in fancy's eye, 


Some glitt'ring form of happineſs aloft 150 
Still waving ; till our oft-eluded graſp | 


Eternity at length completely fills. 


But left Preſumption vain, that wrought our fall, 
Again ſubverſive of our hopeful riſe, 
To theſe low ſcenes our beſt affections bind, 
Mindleſs of aught more glorious, fond to raiſe, 


155 


O madneſs! on this earth a tranſient heav'n, 
The permanent forgot, rejected, ſcorn'd ; 
The Lord of earth and heav'n commiſſions pain 
To quell this deadly foe. Our friend unown'd, * 160 
With Grief and Diſappointment in his train, 
In hateful ſhapes, obeys the laws of love; 


Severely kind, on man's reluctant eye 


{ m7 ] 
Strikes quick perception of his abje ſtate, 
With all the wretchedneſs of reptile pride ; . 165 
From each deluſive object of deſire, 
That led him firſt aſtray, a leſſon draws, 
With keen remorſe impreſs'd, and healthful wound. 
Not leſs benign the ſame paternal hand 8 


Drugs with diſeaſe and bitterneſs the cup 170 
Rich with delicious nectar, ere it meets 5 
The tyrant's lip; and round th' embroider'd couch 
Sets Care, Suſpicion, Dread his haggard eyes | 

To watch, and open tear their cloſing lids ; 

Crowns the parch'd reaper's bowl, the next clear fount, 
With health, refreſhment z on the lap of earth 176 
At random laid, wraps him in ſoft repoſe. . ... 

Not more benign the voice, that bids the ſpring 
With all her ſweets enrich the lib'ral gale, 

And o'er the ſmiling landſcape, deck'd with flow'rs, 180 
And budding fruits, ſhed recent ſtores of joy, 

Than when dire thunder o'er the ſun-burnt clime 

It ſummons, wing'd with hope of quick'ning rain ; 
Or calls the whirlwind's regulated rage 

To-ſweep the ling ring plague from ſtagnant air. 185 


[418 } 

Lo! Nature, che divine unwritten word, 
Harmonious thus in diſcord, ſtill reſounds 
In reaſon's ear that hymn primæval, rais'd 
To an applauding God, from orb to orb 
Re-echo'd—** What from Thee but good can flow?” 190 


Still deeper, on the meek believer's heart, 
The ſacred records of the regal deeds, 

To man from the firſt birth of time diſpens'd 
By his Almighty Maker, Monarch, Judge, 


With ſtamp authentic ſtrike it. Penal ill, 195 


Than good moſt gracious, no leſs wiſely dealt, 
Earth, hell, no leſs than heav'n itſelf,” proclaims 
That mercy, which creatio's utmoſt verge, 
Nor time, nor ſpace unmeaſurable bounds. 
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When day by day, munificent in van, 200 
Heav'n pours its bleſſings on our thankleſs heads, 
'Tis manna, taſteleſs all. Our ſenſe deprav'd 
Covets, obtains, and riots on our bane, 
Till gorg'd with fleſh diſeaſeful, on our throats 
Seizing, a timely peſtilence reſtores , 5 205 
Our taſte corrected to the bread of heav'n. 


A 
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If ſelf love, heedleſs of another's harm, 
At order ſpurns and right, her wildeſt rage 
To quell, the law divine to human lends 
Heav'n temper'd armour, from the mount of God 210 
Selected. Hence, O Juſtice, taught to wield 


Thy ſword, the dread of pain in virtue's cauſe, 
O'er aw'd, o'er humbled, o'er obedient man 
Firm thou eſtabliſheſt thy peaceful ſway. 


When all our thoughts aftray to folly run, 215 
Affiction beſt recalls the wand'rers home; 
ares to our op'ning eyes our inmoſt hearts; 
| Till Wiſdom there admits her ſteady ray, 

Broke, intercepted, unregarded till 

In the vain pomp, and tumult of ſuccefs, 220 
As erſt on Iſrael ſore oppreſs'd aroſe 

Pure light in Goſhen, when ſubſtantial night 

Around incumbent whelin'd their careleſs lords. 
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Full oft, awak'd by ſympathetic ſmart, 
Has Charity relum'd her heav'nly flame, YT. 
That ſunk in ſenſeleſs eaſe, and dormant lay. 
But far more potent on the ſoften'd breaſt 
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The felt infliction works of actual woe: 
All the quick ſprings of tenderneſs exerts, 
In aid of wretchedneſs, itſelf has known. 230 
Diſtreſs, th' efficient thus, and ſubject both 
Of this diviner principle, exalts 


The virtuous mind, of feraphs bleſs'd the gaze, 


Of man the guardian, like themſelves, ordain'd. 
Diſtreſs'd, how more than human roſe the man 233 
Of God's own choice View him, with melting eyes 
Bent ver a ſleeping foe, preſerve a life 

Expos'd impatient to dettroy his own. | 

How leſs than brutal, when elate with Power. 
And regal pride] With ſavage luſk.inflam'd 240 
Behold him, ftain'd with his brave ſervant's blood. 
Obſcure the ſplendour. of a proſp rous reign, -./; 
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Sworn to religion pure, ke Manoah's ſon 
By ſacred bonds devoted. from. che womb. a 10H 
Deep on thine infant-mind parental care” 245 
In living traces fix d her awfu¹ form: 78 
Till roving wild chro' life's gay-ſhifting ſeepes, > -- 
Falſe Pleaſure courts thy 490, too, paſſive ſenſwe. 
The traitreſs Julls thee in her harlot lass 


* «i Steals 
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Steals o'er thy ſlumb' ring ſou}, each trace divine 250 
Confounding ; quells, tho* heav*n-inſpir'd, thy ſtrength, 

Honour deſerting thy ſhorn temples, rends 

From thy chill'd heart-ſtrings their elaſtic ſpring 

Integrity, that buoyant ſtil} maintain'd 


Thy matchleſs valour, brac'd thy nerves of ſteel, 233 
| With ſpirit-pure invulnerable ſheath'd - O 
| Thy mortal frame, empow'rd with eye ſedate 
Peril's vain threats to ſhame, embattl'd hoſts 
To meet ynarm'd, and cruſh their plated mail. 
Of God forſaken, loſt, thy ſhrinking ſoul, 260 
And with'ring frame ſink unſupported. —Guilt 
O'erwhelms thee--Where, ah where ſhall darkneſs ſhroud 
Apoſtacy thus faul in depth of ſhade ? 
True ſelf-eſteem with conſcious virtue fled, 
Remains there ought thy refuge but deſpair ? 265 
In Iſrael's Champion ſelf. defeated view 
Thy kindred fate, like him, by the rude gripe 
Of anguiſh ſav'd, from endleſs ruin ſnatob'd. 
Arous'd by a relentleſs hoſtile band, 
Diſgrac'd, a ſlave, bereav'd of chearful day, 270 
This ſhame thy pledge of laſting glory deem, 
From foul oppreſſion thy releaſe theſe bonds, 
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This night the prelude of celeſtial dawn. 
Diſdain'd adverſity itſelf aſſumes 
A graceful air of majeſty in thee. e 
Behold with healing on his wings deſcends, | 


And freſh returns of ſtrength, the Pow unſeen, ' 


Piewhile unheeded, now with zeal implor'd. 


Thy paſſions all compos'd, thy patient heart, 
Secure of triumph, ſmiles upon thy foes. 280 
With front ſerener far than when reclin d“ © 
It languiſh'd on th' infidious charmer's break SIS 
With front ſerener, thy devoted head 
In virtue's cauſe a bleeding victim nes. 
Thus in the hand of all controlling Love, 283 
Bleſs'd inſtrument of good, ſevereſt ill! 
From earthly droſs refines, and lifts thy ſoull 
Sublime to ſeek in God " — 5 sens: 
ehe. C e lac: 
On heav'n though fix'd with endevtihing 1 
O'er this it's humble threſhold let thine eye 290 
Glance chearful on, it's faint reſemblance here 


Devoutly trace ; nor heed the ſhapes of woe 


That frequent native in this region riſc, 
Of guilt alone and folly doom'd the dread. ot mo: 
# ' Faith, 
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Faith, humbleſt child of heav'n, meek ſubſtitute 295 


Of knowledge clear, commiſſion'd to conduct 


Weak reaſon, too perverſely prone from earth 
To the pure Fount of life; one drop infuſe. 
On my dim fight from that exhauſtleſs Fount, 
Which glads the mount of God, and copious glides 300 
Through all the. radiant regions of the ſky.- 
Shall then the direſt group of ills rerrene, 
Black with accumulated horrors, draw | 
Or ſigh, or murmur from my breaſt, or tear 
From my rais'd eye-lid ? No, by thee reveal'd, 305 
Oh ! ſtrengthen ſtill theſe optics, —gleams a track 
In myſtic windings regularly trac'd MIO T4 10 
Through this dark maze perplex'd with error, woe 
And peril ſudden loſt—retraced anew  - - 
More luminous. All intricacy fled, 310 
Behold it verges to a diſtant ſphere, .- 
The ſeat of. ſpirits bleſs'd, contemplating, - 
In cloudleſs, rays of antemundane light, 
One Univerſal Parent's equal care, 

Yon tract how drear, where cling, like bats. benumb'd 
On winter's icy breaſt the dull Samoids! 316 
Ty 2 | * Though 
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Though ſullen ſhrunk in caves, to pleaſure dead, 
They ſeem to the ſoft eyes of milder climes 
Alone to agonizing ſmart alive, 


Till famine drives them, o'er th* enſanguin'd ſnows 320 
To fell, with knotted clubs, their truſty friend, 

The rein-deer, or the ſtorm-defeated beaar; 

Joy gilds their horizontal ſummer non, 

Half: loſt in miſts, yet to their vent'rous darts 

| Diſcloſing, mid conflicting iſles of ice, 323 
| Th' enormous monſters of the thawing deep. 

| Nor lightſome cheer deſerts their livelong night, 

Air, ocean, ſky reſigning to the range 


5 Of dæmons, anarchs of the ſtormy gloom, 

: They hail their hoſpitable manſion, ſcoop'd 330 
By nature's hand at the bleak region's birth,  ,. | 
Full many a fathom deep, beneath a mound 

Of ſnow, ſtill riſing o'er the ſolid arch, 

Wide o'er ten thriving families out- ſtretch d. 
Athwart the concave roof, and marble floor, 335 
Ten whale-oil flames, from ten due-diſtanc'd PR 
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Gleam faintly, yet light up their infants ſmiles, 
Blithe to reflect their ſubterranean ſuns. 


Mild as their babes, their wives, of abſent ills 


Ag 
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As fearleſs, patient as themſelves of pain, 340 


Who ſhar'd endearing their heart- freezing toils, 


Share their ſcant hoard, long reſt, and home ſecure. 


Scorch'd Afrie ſtrikes with ſudden glare mine eye! 
Where Niger, ſhrinking from the ſolar blaze, 
Through blooming deſarts rolls on golden ſands, 345 
Earth ſeems in vain ſpontaneous all her wealth 


To laviſh. Where his waves enrich the ſea, 


What forms portentous rove ? Infuriate Luſt, 
Rage and Revenge, by a too genial ſun 
Enflam'd, ſtalk lawleſs o'er th* empurpled ſtrand. 350 
Remorſeleſs tyrants, thralls indignant ſpurn 
All nature's ties moſt ſacred : Brethren, ſons, 

Parents, wives, huſbands with each others lives, 

And liberties an impious traffic hold. 

What heart ſo ſavage from this hapleſs ſhore 355 
Turns not abhorrent, where inflicted life 

A curſe appears dire as religious hate 

Ere form'd ? Her ſavage ſon's. A fiercer clime, 
More galling chains await him at the call 

Of European luxury. Ev'n theſe 8 — 380 
He bears, he lightens by fond hope to pay 


1 The 
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The debt of nature, and reviſit here 


This faireſt paradiſe his wiſh can frame. 


On yon black rock, whoſe edge o'erhangs the ſtorm, 


That burſts outroaring Niagara's fall; 365 


f A blood-ſmear'd Huron feaſts with ghaſtly glee, 


4} And taunts more cruel than his tort'ring flames, 
On the rent limbs of his yer-breathing foe, 
Who mocking ſtill provokes his raging maw. 


| What could excite this ravening fury ? Love, 


370 
; Parental, conjugal, true, gen'rous Love, 
4 To frenzy flaming in a barb'rous heart. 
1 Torn from it's agonizing ſtrings are all 
5 It's tendereſt endearments. That red hand, 
I His teeth devour, a wife an infant flew. 275 


Turn from this weſtern waſte, my aching ſight, 
Eaſt o'er th* Atlantic, Europe, Aſia dart, 
And light on rich o'er-populous Cathay. 
Lo! that foft matron by the rigid rules 
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Of empire moulded! Some ſtrange woe diſtends 380 
Her throbbing breaſt. Along th' enamell'd banks 


Of a ſmooth-gliding brook the ſpectre ſteals. 
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She ſtops. Her viſage wan ſilent hangs o'er 
A ſickly-ſmiling child, Her lifeleſs head 
Inclining, one cold kiſs with trembling lis 383 
Imprints. - With:low'harid, fee, it's puny limbs 
She bares, — Ah ! whelming it with tearleſs eye 
In the clear ſtream, [ſhe views it ſtruggling feaſt 
That watry prowler her vwn future food. 


This a ſoft matron ? Yes, a weak fond wretch, 390 


Too weak to truſt on Providence, untaught, 
Miſled by laws impure; her ill-form'd babe | 
From pain, diſeaſe, contempt, ſhe thus redeems, © 


Quick to rude nature, Fancy, quick revert 1 
Thy tranſient glance. Caffraria's duſky fons 3953 
Range dauntleſs o' er theſe monſter- teeming vids. 
Arm'd eager for the chace they bound, they ruſh 
Wide o'er the howling deſart Hark their ſpeed 
A feeble cry from their deſerted kraal 841] 
Suſpends. Perplex'd, impell'd by the keen pangs _ 
Of impotent compaſſion, weak old age, | 


Relief imploring, pious parricides, 88 
To one laſt melancholy teſt they lead. N 
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Sore-ſtrain'd, their grey ſires can with [nerves con- 

vuls'd,' | . 

Fhe branching ſummit of their loftieſt palm. 405 

Too faintly clinging, ſhould the ſhaken trug 
Rid them precipitant, a dart arreſts . 

Their groans in air. All greet th' expiring chiefs . 


From famine reſcued, and the tyger's fang. 


Reſt, Reaſon, reſt on poliſh'd Europe's chmes 410 
Thy wand'rings wild. It ſtarts confounded till 
At horrors direr, crimes more heinous far 
Than ſavage nature knows, with keener ſenſe 


Avenged of heart-felt anguiſh. ———IlI-ſtarr'd pair, 


Whence this delib'rate rage, encounter ſet, : 415 
Cold plighted uns drawn — Heav'ns !. that naked. 
ſword 


A dear-lov'd brother trembling from his graſp _ . 
Down drops Alt ſtreams, warm in the life-blood ſtreams. 
Of his own dear-lov'd brother, Baleful glare 

His eye-balls : Fix'd they gaze, the ruthleſs deed 420 
Contemplating “ Accurs'd, accurs'd, he cries, 

+ The grand Deceiver's ſpell, by frenzy form d. 


*+-By cuſtom ſtamp'd wich honour's ſacred name, 
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i Name that out-thunder'd nature's voice, o'erſet 
« My reaſoh, ſinks my ſoul in” — Utt'rance fails— 425 
Remorſe, fair virtue's agonizing pang; 
Diſtraction, tenderneſs, deſpair, at once 
Drench with his own heart's blood the vengeful blade; 


Recking from hell at mad Ainbition's call 
| Upriſes War! How flight the ſpark, that fires 430 


q In death-devoted raytiads quenchleſs rage? 

Some groſs impoſture for an idiot's faith 

| Too palpable; the pettieſt pique a child 

Might ſmile at Heav'n from Britain long repel 

| That Peſt! Lo! on th horizon's eaſtern verge 435 
| Red flares—now paler—darting ſtill by fits 


Blazes yon meteor with ſtrange fire. Tis War, 
On Thracian whirlwinds riding ſhakes his lance. 
Diſaſtrous brandiſh'd fell Megœra's torch 

Marks his career: See Havock at his heels, 440 


With Plague, heart-with'ring dæmon, Famine, Flame, 

Unfeeling Rapine, Murther gore-beſmear'd, 

Ruin, Revenge, and Deyaſtation ruſh 

Oer thoſe fair cultivated fields, with herds, 

Flocks, harveſt and the recent vintage, gay; 445 
K+ Now | 
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Now drench'd in blood, with corſes cold beſtrewn 
Of their late peaceful owners. Formleſs heaps 


| In filent horrour ſmoak. Theſe are the tombs 
i Of plunder'd opulence, and grandeur cruſh'd; 
1 Cities of heav'n· taught art the halcyon ſeats 450 
O'erturn'd by art infernal, ſplendour, wealth 
Urging their doom. Pernicious flames, O War, 
| Thy rage: Yet thine the gift each active ſpring, 
| That from long ſtupor wakens, ſhakes, alarms, 
| Enlivens nations. That portentous bane 455 
Of moral good, ill-titled Peace, of crimes 
Of woes foul broods engend'ring, thine the tafk 
". To counter-check. Thine is each civil tie 
For common ſafety form'd, each ſocial band 
F Cloſe drawn, that ſweetens, that ennobles life. 460 


Than War's fell ravage, lo! a fight more ſad: 
{Dearer is liberty than vital breath ;) 


States one by one to foul corruption's lure |, 


F Stooping, though fix· d on freedoms proper baſe, 
: On laws, that wiſely bound encroaching pow'r; 46; 
By factions rent, now to the wild miſrule 


1 Of anarchs, felon demagogues, conſign'd ; 


Nov 
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Now by dark wiles of reptile hirelings drawn 
Within the vortex of def potic ſway; 


Millions with wanton deſolation ſwept 470 
0 ö By one man's fury to à timeleſs grave, | 
A nation's rights betray'd; her freedom fold ! 
Can ctimes be datker ? Europe, darker crimes 
Thy regions moſt enlighten'd oft o'erſhade. 
f Venial the wrongs we wreak on man; compared 475 
50 With murth'rous hate, which to the face of heav'n 
| From God, from Holy Love a ſanction boaſts. 
Thy name, dread Sov'reign, ah! be rather thine 
Kind univerſal Father, that bleſs'd name 
| Blaſpheming, fir'd with Zeal, we torture, ſtab 480 
6% Our brethren, —how offending ?—< They profane 
© Thy mercy. 


« Periſh all who dare uſutp 
t This our peculiar claim. Sole orthodox, 
Are we not ſtill confeſs'd thy fav'rite few ? 
46; e Preſume theſe reas'nets to impart this claim 485 
« To ſects accurs'd?—impious !—to countleſs worlds, 
Againſt the ſole unerring Judge on earth 
K 2 ___ «« Confronting | 
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« Confronting upſtart conſcience ? Periſh all. 


&© From racks, from flames on earth our miſcreant foes 
& Paſs all to racks, and quenchleſs flames in hell.” 490 


Aſſert we the divine good graces thus? 
Thus, like the Cyprian votaries, 1n rites 
Congenial to the Godhead we adore, 
His vengeance, deem'd his attribute fupreme, | 
Tranſcribe we thus? How ſtile we then the god 495 
Who pleas'd on creatures of relentleſs ire 
Born heirs, by myriads damn'd for one elect, 


Inflicts inevitable, endleſs woe? 


Religion, ah ! convert our fretful eyes 
From erring man, his wretchedneſs, his wrongs: 500 
Conduct us with renew'd fraternal love 
To ſeek our common Father's face benign. 
Can that regard parental], caſt on all 
Complacent, a delight portentous own 


At fin, o'er theſe his tender infant race 505 


Triumphant ? In thy ſcale prepond'rate ills, 


O Faith ?—Quit, quit the balance, and to God 


Sole uſt reſtore it or oh purge. anew 


Theſe 


l 433 ] 
Theſe optics. Vain Illuſion fool'd our ſenſe 


Thee perſonating. Save us. Whelm it thou 510 
Deep in the dark abyſs from whence it ſprung. 


| Reaſon, thy Siſter pale, alike from heav'n 

| Deſcended, on the mind with twinkling ray 

| Flaſhes by fits conviction, trembling points, 

| Or ſeems to point at univerſal good 515 

8 In matter's ambient maſs, through earth and ſky 

; Subſiſting ſtill by elemental war. 

| Inſtru& her, Faith, to ſcan with like regard 

| Theſe intereſts diſcordant, mental jars, 

: That rend our wayward intellectual tribes. 520 

Do thou, divine ambaſſadreſs, impreſs | 

Deep in this anxious heart perſuaſive hope 

Ere long with diſencumber'd ſpirit, pure 

From ſinful mould, to fee th* unerring hand 

| Outſtretch'd, that now unſeen leads on to bliſs $525 

It's moral charge—Then—'Tis not thine till then 

To pour ſuch tranſport on terreſtrial eye — 

Fled be the dark impenetrable miſt 

Theſe dreary ſcenes o'erſhading. - Then ſerene 

We trace each complicated curſe that falls 530 

On mortal man unravell'd, ſtill ordain'd 
K 3 A bleſſing 
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A bleſſing pure to all, ev'n to himſelf. 
Immortal. Undiſturb'd we. then ſurvey 
Fair Liſbon tott'ring from it's baſe, at once 
Ingulph'd ; the ſtreets of Athens heap'd at eve 535 
With ſhapes putreſcent, that at noon were men; 
The globe's wide ſurface deluged ; it's whole frame 
In conflagration whelm'd ; nor ſhrink appall'd 
At hell's abyſs, that on the ſelf- condemn'd, 
Not unbenignly ſtill, tremendous glares. 
Hail then confeſs'd the grand reſult of all 
Veil'd from obdurate guilt— Ah! veil it, heav'n, 


Alone from guilt obdurate, Good Supreme. 


Oppreſs'd with gloom congenial, by dread forms 
Of ill diſtracted, wild enthuſiaſt, rave. | 545 
With zeal, ſelf-perſecuting zeal inflam'd, 

In fiend- like hue thy brethren paint: The type 

Of hell, thy manſion dark denigrate more. 

Perverſe, ingrate !—Nature's parental ſmile 

Shames her unfaithful portrait, Pettiſh babe, 850 

Checks not that placid ſmile thy wayward ſpleen, 

That mars her charms, from an applauded work 

Of heav'n's Omnipotent All-gracious Lord 

Frontleſs detracting? Unreluftant own vga 156 
; 5 Thy 
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Thy felt miſtake : With mercy compaſs'd round, 555 
Own earth to heav'n recounts her Maker's love. 
| Nor is her ſpeech unlovely; but attun'd 
| To notes irregularly ſweet, proclaims 
| It's harmoniſt divine, —— | 
; A Seraph's wing 
| Now balanc'd o'er yon golden-ſkirted cloud, 560 
Earth his-career ſuſpending, humble Earth 
Detains. How fair, beyond the duſky ken 
| Of purblind mortals fair, her aſpect ſtrikes 
| His clear diſcernment! — Hark ! —- 
Hail, beauteous Orb.“ 
Be huſh'd, thou roaring deep; reſtrain thy breath 565 
Soft Zephyr; Earth be ſilent; Thee that voice 
Addreſs'd. The ſentiment of heav'n it ſpake 
Again forth iſſues from ſeraphic lips 
The friendly gratulation, — 
« Earth, all hail ! 
% Heav'n's portal, deck'd with ſweetly varied art, 570 
« Seat of our infant brethren, born to fill | 
Our vacant thrones, what time th' Almighty Word 
Our prateful tribes ſhall call, with ſteadier eye 
* Aſcending, nearer to approach the ſhrine 
K 4 $a 
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| « All-glorious of th' Unſeen Paternal God. 
* On thee may Love Divine it's bleſſings ſhow'r 


575 


« With freſh increaſe, fair Nurſery of heav'n,” 


4 Now zealous to ſurvey this recent field 
To laud the Great Creator, lowly bent 
= His radiant head one comprehenſive glance 580 
. O'er the Prime Architect's accompliſh'd work 
Extends, adores impreſs'd on beamy ridge 

„ Of ſnow, meand'ring ſtream, umbrageous vale, 

Bare cliff, wild waſte, green meadow, pine-clad mount, 
Adores on ocean's azure plain impreſs'd 585 
Apparent ſteps of God. His nearer view | 
i Deſcends to their minute poſſeflor, man, 

|: And all the mimic wonders of his toll ; 

Sees Eden, loſt by mortal fall, reſtor'd 

In part by labour, on that fall denounc'd 590 


The mitigated curſe. The brutes, that erſt 


Shunn'd, or glar'd menace on their alter'd Lord, 


| 
F Again their Sov'reign own, returning ſeck 

| His Crib. With gratefully dependant neck 
Ci The Camel waits his bounteous maſter's nod. 595 
The ſinewy ſteer obſequious yields his cheſt; 
His rapid heels the Courſer. Freely lent, 


Half- 


If- 
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{ Half-reas*ning Elephant, thy docile trunk, 

| And maſſy frame ſubſerve the ſtate of man. 

His paſtime checks and regulates. thy rage 609 


Inſtinctive, briſtling Boar, or chaſing Hound; 

{ Thine, dauntleſs Eagle, at his beck to dart 

| Thro' light'ning-riven clouds, and ſeize his prey. 
Thee nor unmeaſurable bulk, nor ſtrength 
Enormous, nor tempeſtuous ocean's roar, 605 
| Leviathan, exempts from his controul, 

: All objects, animate and lifeleſs, tell 

| How potent human art. The deſart rude 

| Here ſocial grown, to living fields transform'd, 


| Is taught with harveſts gay to laugh and ſing ; 610 


Yet of uncultur'd Nature ſtill retains 


| Thoſe awful charms that ſhame, or blended raiſe 


| To grandeur not their own the fainter ſtrokes 


Of Art, by contraft happily ſet off. 
The putrid fen, by nature's boon ordain'd 615 
To rouſe, there well repays his gen'rous care, 
With many a cot beſprinkled, calm abade 
Of Induſtry, the bridegroom blithe and gay 
Of roſe-lip'd Health, whoſe nuptial rites to grace 
Peace, Innocence, Content, her virgin train, 620 
Light Oer the new-deck'd ſurface of the lawn 

With 
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With cadence meet advancing,. weave a wreath 


Of myrtle, woodbine, roſe, from garden, grove - 
Or bow'r, the buſy ſwain's creation cropp'd. 


Then round the laughing pair in many a knot 625 


The wreath entwining, and in frolic bounds 
Tripping, on Freedom call, on Plenty, Joy, 
And Sport and Mirth to join the feſtive dance. 


Here of peculiar grace a fav'rite ſpat 
Exhibits earth in heav'n's own ſmile array'd 639 
Of pure benignity. So perfe& ſeems 
The landſcape, not a ſtep advent'rous Art 
A look preſumes to ſteal, till hand in hand 
By Nature led, her bounteous Parents hints 
She catches, watchful with obſequious eye 635 
No beauty to impair : while culture wiſe 
To genial wealth adds glory, number, life, 
And vigour to the hardy ſons of toil. 
No pride ſequeſter'd here, with laviſh waſte, 
Far off rejects each independant haunt 640 
Of blameleſs hind. Majeſtic moſt the ſcene 
Where no falſe elegance or vain parade 
One charm of truth, or ſimple grandeur mar: 


Where all the country round with freemen brave 
| Enrich'd 


— 
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; Enrich'd, whoſe grateful hearts, and upcaſt eyes 6 45 
Implore kind heav'n ſtill in their happy Lord, 
With choiceſt bleſſings graced, his humble friends 
5 To bleſs, in emblem juſt its owner's mind 


Sublime diſplays, magnificently good. 


Where ſprung from harmony fair Cities rear 65a 
5 Their tow'red heads above the ſubject plain; 
Here ſeepter'd ſplendour waits on ſacred law 
Nor claims reſpect but for protected rights. 

| There want- inſtructed Art her hundred hands 


: Extends to all of ev'ry gift profuſe : 655 
| While Commerce on each gale's auſpicious wings, 

| O'er the wide ocean's all- connecting realm 

3 Wafts the rich ſtores of ev'ry diſtant coaſt. 

Not competence, not eaſe, not elegance, 

. Not wealth celeſtial notice long detain. 660 
Ends more important here attract it. Strength 

To Nature Union gives, to pregnant thought 

40 Pives reaſon, gives humanity to man. 

Here chearfully, with poliſh'd open front, 
Subordination greets her friend rever'd, 66 5 
Pre-eminence. From all complexions here, 

And talents, Virtue can a grace educe. 

h'd At 
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(14) At theſe unequally diſtinguiſh'd ranks; - 
Vain Sophiſt, rail no more. Let here thine eye 


Confute thee. View this moral landſcape well. 670 


See Beauty her diſcreetly varied lights, 


In concert ſtill with uſe, conſpicuous blends, 


Adjufts, improves with intermingled ſhades. 
Each claſs Preſcription ſways, and Order due, 


O'er each of birth celeſtial, though of mien 
Diſſimilar, a Spirit rules, aſſign'd 

By ſage Police, whoſe gentle hand unſeen 
Guides all the buſy ſwarm. Judgment acute 
By flame ethereal temper'd, from the droſs 
Of paſſion clear'd, the Stateſman's air attends; 


And ſtamps him guardian of the public weal. 


Valour the Soldier's open carriage marks, 


Prompt at his country's call the ſweets, repoſe, 
And tender ties of life, nay life itſelf, 

Ev'n his relenting nature's pang to flight. 

As prompt the Pleader's keen-diſcerning eye 
With unremitted watch, at private wrongs, 
And baſe encroachments of internal foes, 

Of legal ord'nance points the dreaded fire. 
The penſive look, (15) mild Æſculapian brow, 
Care ſympathetic, blended with ſweet hope, 


5 
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How glorious! —of relief, of health, of life 
Conferr'd, the wary ſons: of Med' cine grace. 
The ſkilful Merchant, well apprized how ſure, 
How rich the profit of Integrity, 695 
Straight on, with fix'd regard, points to his guide, 
Punctual Plain-dealing. Calm contempt of gain, 
Of all but honeſt fame, whoſe juſt applauſe 
The ſtill ſmall voice of conſcience echoes clear, 
Thy leiſure dignifies, or mental toil, 700 
O Moraliſt. Religion's awful form 
Of her own ſpirit on her choſen train 
A portion breathes. Their ſolemn notes aſcend 
In yon aſpiring fanes: From thankful hearts n 
To heav'n's dread Sov'reign wafting hymns of praiſe | 
And fervent pray'r, they conſecrate the whole. 706 


On man, this various world's contracted fum, 
Man to the cherub, to the worm allied, 
The heav'nly viſitant his juſt regard 
Long fixes, candour on his open front 710 
With judgment blending, pity with eſteem. 
Still ſunk in deep' ning ſhades to mortal fight 
Scarce of his native brightneſs gleams a ray; 

Whilſt 


. aa. » _ 2 <7 — 
* — 82 > -—_—_—: re 
— „* 


[ 142 ] 
Whilſt unbenighted, conſtant in the path 
Of nature, inſtin& guides his-ſubje&t tribes. 571 5 
As when ver heav'ti's clear vault the tvinkling ft ſtars 
Attendant all their hiſtre ſtill maintain; 
Their Queen in ſhrouded ſtate, with eteſcent veil'd, 
Or front averſe, athwart their glitt'ring files : 
Advancing flow, ſhiins all terreftrial view. 720 
Not thus eludes th' angelic eye the grace 
On lapſed man reſiding. Unobſeur d 
By low-born miſt his comprehenſive kent 
In thy ſole eſſence loſt, all- ſeeing God, 
Oer all creation's charms expatiates free. 
In man, low-groveling thus beneath himſelf, 
He owns the deſtin'd heir of higheſt heay'n 3 * 
His very tears congratulates :. nor deems 
This wayward plaintful infant lefs the child; 
The duly favour'd child of Love Divine, 
Than the rapt ſeraph o'er the mount of God 
Aſcending, bright with undiminiſh'd blaze. 
See from theſe tears the ſacred claim ariſe 
Of ſympathetic tenderneſs and love. 
In the faint cry, that with his earlieſt breath, 
Firſt uſhers the defenceleſs babe to light, 


5 


'26 


30 


735 


Jeat 
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Hear the prime call of nature, ſent to rouſe 


The dormant principle of ſocial care. 
Hear it the ſweet propenſion fix for life, 
With unremitted tendance long to watch 
The fraileſt, feebleſt birth, of mortal race, 
Maturer years to cheriſh, ſtooping age 


749 


With rev'rence to relieve, and prompt ſupport, 


Thus to this bleſs'd Intelligence the wants, 
Th' infirmities of man the ſource appear, 745 
Whence all his wealth, and ſtrength; and-glory flow. - 
More wondrous ſtill, that very pow'r, that ſinks 


His nature loweſt in his own eſteem, 


Th' Arc. angel notes, as the diftinguiſh'd ſeal, 
That marks his near alliance to the thrones 750 
Of glory, of aſcent the certain pledge. : 
He views him conſcious of a nobler fate, 
With ſelf-diſdain illuftriouſty abas'd, 
With inborn feeling of perfections ſtruck, 
Tranſcending far this periſhable ſtatez 755 
At which ſublime conception fhirunk himſelf s 
Below compare, humbled in duſt he lies. 
More candid far our heay'nly eritic weighs 


Each 
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Each ſtrength, each frailty with impartial ſcale: 
In varied being views, with coinpaſs wide, 760 
Our ſtation juſt, above, below combin'd | 
In this harmonious All, complete and full. 


Let weak Opinion jar, this fibrous frame; 
Aſſemblage fearful, wonderful of tubes, 
And fluids miſconceiving, all it's pow'rs 765 


; Organic, though eluding man's reſearch, ' 
| (The ſkilful hand that form'd, each fecret ſpring 
DireQing,) ſtill their ſtated rules obey: 


Let ſcience rave. in wild confulion toſt 
) This moral ſyſtem tracing z not the growth 770 
& Exorbitant of ill, not hell's deſpite % 


It's firm foundations have o'erwhelm'd. Deep laid 
By Providence Divine, till firm they ſtand. 
Eftabliſh'd thus, they ſtand th' authentic proof 
How ſtrong the prevalence this abject earth 775 
Yet boaſts of moral good. Had Virtue ceas'd 

With vaſt predominance her healthful ſway - 

Still to maintain in man; Vice had prevall'd : 
Prevailing Vice had ſwept the feeble race, 

As ſweeps the whirlwind from the face of day 780 
| The 
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The fluttring inſect ſwarms. Th' Eternal ſtanp'd 
On ſin the characters abhorr'd of woe 
Contagious, and perdition widely ſpread. . + 
Unnumber'd, thence familiar, and unmark'd, 
Each hour, each inſtant riſe the deeds of love, 783 
Oppos'd by man, much injur'd man, to quell 
The waſteful fury of one deed of hate. 
Yon axe with gore diſtain'd, at one dire act 
Of rage tyrannic, laid thy rev'rend head 
In duſt, O Sidney: In th' indignant hearts 790 
Of myriads it infix d, with gen'rous pang 
Thy peerleſs merit, and thy dying notes 
Of liberty, that in the liſt'ning ear 
Of Britain vibrate ſtill. That ſever'd head 
The Son of light contemplates, and admires 795 
With retroſpective eye, the countleſs deeds 
Of ſweet humanity, that rear'd it firſt 
In helpleſs childhood, ſhietded-it ſecufe 
In youthful ſtorms, in hoary age fuſtain'd, 
Weigh, wretch; wliom railing dubs, in deſp'rate aim 
At wit, ſagacious critic of mankindg 801 
Weigh thou the fum of human cares benign 


Beſtow'd on Sidney; whoſe atrocious wrong 
| 8 Pale 
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Pale-Hiſtory records in tears of blood: 
Then in yon murth'rous axe a ſtain explore 8045 
Indelible, to blot the name of man — | 
Of Man !—Stop, fiend, thy hell-drawn breath, nor dare 
Thence in dark hint, and ſneer oblique, arraign 
The Sov'reign Arbiter of fate.“ How clog'd 
« A life to Virtue ſacred, and to God!“ 810 
How clos'd indeed in thy diſaſtrous eye, 
From God, from heav'n averſe! The ſeraph bleſs'd 
Aloft above the ſtars the ſpirit freed. | 
The radiant form of his lov'd Ruſſel greets 815 
His friend, his country's, man's, his Maker's friend; 
Now midſt applauding hoſts of angels, borne 
In triumph* to adore the face unveil'd, 
And bleſs the pow'r of ONE Reſiſtlefs King. 

Where heav'nly wiſdom in the front ereft, 820 
And eye ſublime of man, beaming with light | 
Of truth and love, reveres impreſs'd the Bod, 


Go, wiſdom's hypocrite, o erweening ſage, 


Reas' ning machine, alone of atoms form'd | 
Sublime and free, mid the dull ſons of clay; 825 
4 View 
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View there, with eftitig-ſpleen, a wretched Nave | 
Of folly, ſunk beneath his kindred brute. 


Whit though no leſs alive to joy than man, 
Yon ſpighely lark, that wakes the meek-ey*a torti 
Springs from the freſh-turn'd furtow, mid the clouds 
Borne on the buoyant breath of gentle May; 831 
With pure delight, from pain fanraſtic free, * 
Shrill-warbling, hears his new-enamour'd mate, 
That wantot flutters Oer the blooming thorn, 
Charm with alluring and teſponſive trill; 8 35 
Diſcerns, with pure delight, the mutual flame | 
Of young defire wave Oer her glancihg eye; 


1 


And gloſſy plumes, in vernal radiance 827 a 
Superior man this univerſal ſmile 
Of nature joins, to intellectual Joy 50 40 
Exalted, Man from bleſs'd effects tan trace 
Each cauſe beneficent, aſpires himſelf 8 
With grateful toil her bleſlings to improve. 
Each ſocial claim diſcharg'd, from all around 
In various offices of love repaid, : 85 
Tenfold repaid on his own boſom feels. 
To preſent ſcenes unbound, man ſprings aloft, 
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The laws of heav'n in ſpace and time remote 
Exploring, ſcans his own exerted ſway 

O'er diſtant lands, o'er ages far diffus'd. 850 
Seas drain'd, alps levell'd, earth encompaſs'd, heav'n 
Completely ſpann'd, peace, virtue, freedom, bliſs 

To future generations well-ſecur'd ; 

Are theſe th' atchievements of a brute or God? 

Let eyes angelic ſpeak their kindred pow'rs. 855 


How fair to Fancy opens Nature, grac'd 
With order, beauty, harmony divine, 
Above the groſs delights of brutal Senſe ? 
Yet lovelier far, when Reaſon's calm review | 
Arreſts her flying forms, to ſome great end 860 
In th' intellectual world ſubſervient all. 
But oh! far lovelieſt on Religion's eye 


Beams from this wond'rous Whole the bounteous God. 


Rais'd to that ſole Artificer of Bliſs 

In ſympathy, man ſhares the joy divine, 865 
From bleſſings infinite conceiv'd, beyond 

His bounded range; and pants with eager hope 


His faint concurrence may acceptance find. 
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Efficacy of Reafon and Virtue in promoting Hap- 


pineſs; which Religion finally eſtabliſhes in the 
Love of God. 


The ARGUME N. 


The natural propenſity of man to Benevolence counteracted 


by Selfiſh Paſſion, 1. 1.— reſtored by the Divine Provi- 
dence, 10.—thro' the voice of Reaſon enforcing the recti⸗ 
tude of the Principle, 28. under the character of Virtue 
endearing it to the affections by it's amiableneſs and dignity, 
43. under the character of Religion revealing the rea} 
eſſence, merit, and end of virtue, 72. —it's eſſence the 
conſtant endeavour to produce happineſs, 94. —it's merit 
the exertion of this principle in conformity to the will of 
God, 107,—it's end the obtaining by this means the 
divine approbation, 123.— Upon this conformity depends 
our exaltation in a future ſtate, 138. The Eternal Word 
was made man to reſtore us to this conformity, and to 
redeem us from the bad effects of our departure from it 
by his example, 188.—by his death, 235.— The Divine 
Benevolence continually extended from infinite to every 
individual, 251. conducting our minds by a contrary 
progreſs from Self-Love to the Love of God, 268.— 
Falſchood of the pretence to piety without virtue, 308.— 
Madneſs of the pretence to virtue without piety, 332.—or 
to wiſdom without both, 407. -- Addreſs to the profeſſed 
Seminaries of wiſdom, virtue, and religion, 423.— The 
Love of God the natural bent of all our faculties, 568 
—of tenſe, 575— of Paſſion, 593—of Imagination, 611 
of Reaſon, 628. — and by concentering them all our 


Supreme and Univerſal GOOD, 637. 
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Us rank'd beneath, but juſt beneath the tribes 
Angelic, ponder, man, thy glorious doom. 
By heav'n ordain'd in bleſſing to be bleſs'd, 
Still Nature's gentle ſway to this great end 
Inclines thy courſe ; though devious oft thy ſpeed 6 
O'erleaps in deſp'rate chace thine obvious good, 
On pleaſure bent, fair to the ſelfiſh eye, 
Though falſe, and branded by the laws of love; 
Oertakes the phantom, claſps, and finds it pain, 


Nor yet, though heedleſs of th' impending rod, 19 
Perverſely playful ftrays her wanton charge, 
Nor yet remits the Providence Divine 
Her ever-watchful care, more tender far 
Than heaves the weeping mother's anxious heart, 
That melts, enamour'd of her infant's ſmile. 15 


From Reaſon's brow, ſedately ſtern, ſhe caſts 
LS: Her 
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Her keen ſoul-piercing glance athwart thee, ſtops 

Thy progrels ſhort, each ſmgothly erring track 

Strong bars with all the ſhapes of penance dire, 

Thy ſlack hand graſps, urges up Truth's ſteep path 20 
Thy wav'ring feet, now gath'ring ſtrength with toil ; 
And while the nearer ſkies in clearer day 

Preſent each object of delight ſincere, 

That glads the cultur'd realms of ſocial joy, 

She marks where anguiſh wreathes her ſnaky train 25 


In the luxuriant wilds of ſelfiſh care, 


Obſcurely winding to the depths of woe. 


«© On one grand object, mortal, turn, ſhe cries, 
Thy 6x'd attention, to conduct aright 
Each glance, each geſture, each Important ſtep 30 
Through life's whole drama: Bear with native grace 
Thy heav'n-allotted part; It's changeful ſtage 
With truth, propriety, and prudence tread. 
Obtain'd the plaudit of my ſilent ſmile, 
On mere externals bend an equal eye; 35 
Unmark'd, but as impell'd by ſtated rules, 
To thee ſubſervient but in part, they bar, 
Or ope to fair beneficence the field, 
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Thus build, ſublime o'er all events, thy truſt 

On conſcious rectitude, the rock that braves As 1 40 
Air, earth, or ocean in convulſive rage, 

Heav'n's direſt bolt, of crumbling worlds the wreck.” 


As oft in Vittue's faireſt form reveal'd, 
Her genuine form engagingly ſerene, 
With no forbidding frown, the rueful maſk 45 
Of pow'rleſs hate, or diſappointed pride, 
Soft ſhe reclaims thy ſtep ſuſpended — Hark ! 
Her clear mild accents to thy good ſupreme 
Call thee, through paths of pleaſantneſs and peace. 


< Raiſe, child of love, thy low-bent eye. Behold 50 
In ſun-bright characters divinely trac'd, 
Through all creation legible, this law 
Primæval, unrepeal'd in lateſt age; 
Be happy all, who willing to be bleſs'd, | 
With mind retentive of the ſtamp divine, 55 
Seek in diffuſing bliſs their ſov'reigu joy. 
Each private care with gen'rous rigour ſcan : 
If pure, it coincides with public good. 
Feaſt then ſecure on each ſincere delight 
Parental 
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Parental bounty ſheds from nature's lap, 
In all the fulneſs ev'ry ſtate can bear, 
Yet ever mindful of thy nobler part, 


Still riſe with conſcious dignity, intent 
Thy godlike pow'rs to their full pitch to raiſe. 
To bliſs with glory born, behold in me 
Thy guardian, prompt to vindicate thy claim, 


Pauntleſs purſue my ſoaring ſteps. Ariſe; 
Surmount the low-hung damps of miſty doubt, 
Ariſe : Be bleſs'd; and claim thy native {ky.” 


Unfeeling, ſelf-immers'd, can yet thy foul 
Turn a cold ear on this endearing call ? | 
Lo! the laſt effort deign'd of grace divine. 
Diſcloſing wide the bliſsful realms of day 
Deſcends the brightneſs of the preſent God, 
Religion, daughter of Eternal Truth. 

Her lightning-ſtreaming eye with equal ray 
Pervades the myſtic future, and the paſt 

In ſhifting clouds involv'd, Bend, lowly bend, 
Obdurate knees. Ye ſouls, in death-like' froſt 
Benumb'd, reviving catch the ſacred flame, 
Reaſon, before her footſteps humbled fall 


66 


70 


73 


80 


In 


E 
In trembling adoration; ſtill ſublim'd - 
Thy feebler pow'rs, in her bright eſſence loſt. 
Pure on ſeraphic wings to heav'n aſpire. 
Fair guardian of this frail eventful ſtate, 85 
Virtue, whoſe charms, triumphant in diſtreſs, 
Delight the Sire of heav'n's approving eye, 
Approach with rev'rent ſtep the throne of grace. 
Behold with out-ſtretch'd arms, and tender ſmile 
Parental, ſweetly temp'ring pious awe, 90 
Religion greets thee as her beſt-belov'd, 
| Exalting thus in loftier ſtrains thy ſtrong 
o High- rais'd conceptions, only-not divine. 


*« Thee, faithful Echo to that Sov'reign Voice, 
That haiPd the new-born world completely good, 95 
And fix'd it's fate in univerſal love, 

Thee, Virtue, man ſhall hear with mindful heed 

Enkindling zeal benign; ſhall hear, and fix 

His wav'ting will to ſeek in bliſs diffusd 

His prime delight: Yet thou, thus heav'nly fair, 100 

Thus rich in genuine excellence, pure fount 

Of heart-felt peace, of hope, of joy ſincere, 

To make theſe bleſſings ſure, warn thou thy charge 
un . | To 
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To view thy charms (16) with ſecondary love. 


Raiſe thou his grateful eye to that ſupreme 105 
All-bounteous Will, that made thee rich as fair. 


That Will Divine, O Man, that ſhines, impreſs'd 
On Virtue's awful form, with pureſt light, 
Alone claims all thine undivided heart. 

That Will by me reveal'd, through preſent bliſs, 110 

In this thy dread probationary Now, 

To future glory guides thy faithful ſteps. 

Ordain'd, in concert with Almighty Love, 

To ſpread the boundleſs flow of ſocial joy, 

Ordain'd to correſpond with God, why ſinks 115 

Beneath ſo bright a deſtiny thine eye? 

Trembling aſpire, though unapproach'd the ſource 

Of glory, to reflect a feeble ray: 

Nor dread the guilt or fall of ſeraphs, loſt 

Through impious emulation. On itſelf 120 

The mind looks humbleſt down, thet neareſt ſoars 

The matchleſs charms of Love unlimited 

Adoring to contemplate. Love Divine 

Seeks through my voice tinſpirit thee. Tis heav'n, 

Of thy perfection ſtudious, heay'n invites, 125 
4 Entreats 


15 


FP 


Entreats thy free concurrence with it's grace 
Indulgent. And ſhall heay'n entreat in vain? 
Short- ſighted man, alas ! for whom but thee 
Has God this tender of thy heart enjoin'd ? 


His attributes immenſe diſdain increaſe, '. 130. 


No leſs than diminution, Hence confeſs 
Thine exaltation clearly ſtands diſplay'd, 


The ſole great end of all his perfect lac. 
Dream not th' Eternal, to ſupport his plan gn 
Of gen'ral good, can thy weak aid require. 133 
No — heav'n's great Architect a firmer baſe. | 

Than thy precarious impotent good-will act 30 


For human weal has laid. Thy King Supreme 

This eaſy teſt of thine allegiance claims. 
Ere he admits thee to approach his throne, - | 140 
With honours freely grac'd, and pow'r to gain 

Thoſe arduous heights 


he opens on thy ſoul. - 

Mov'd by the ſhadow of his hand - unſeen, 
Of thy low tranſient ſtate the prime concerns 
Deep felt, yet wrapt in ſearchleſs night from thee 145 
Not reaſon guides, not virtue deems her care. 
When fourſcore winters Ger thy hoary head 
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Have ſhed their ſnows, has there the lighteſt 'glitipſe 
Of notion enter'd, how digeſtion props- 
Thy fabric, mould' ring Rill, and ſtill refiew'd ? 150 
How form'd thy circulating vital ſtream?” 2 © 
How move thy muſcles ? how from the dark wotrb 
Springs thy wide-branching progeny to lige? 
Mere appetite, inſtinctive impulſe leaddne 
Thy pleas d. attention to ſupport thy frame, 153 
And with freſh ſcyons from each mortal flock 
Thy ſpecies to perpetuate. - Theſe poſſeſse 
Entire the brute. Thee too might theſe entite 
Of right poſſeſs, were this/poor vale thy lot, 

A wretched being clofing. | Lighily ſee + 160 
On earth's low level fkims each weuker wing 
Where cumb'rous pinions, fab ring ſteps diſgrace 


Air's bright-eyed:tmonarchy wont on outſtreteh'd plume; 


It's proudeſt cliff ſurmounting, to conftont 
Meridian ſplendours. Raiſe thy down-caſt eye 165 
To proſpetts worthier of an heaw n · born mid 10" 
Yon glowing: pole, thoſe orbs, whoſe number, dun 
And beauty far tranſcend! all edu fart 

Of thy diviner deſtin'd heritage biu grade 


Eſteem. Ttiumphal pomp, bene pride, 170 
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| All earth's magnificence compar'd, beneath 

The name of being ſinks. - Myriads of worlds 
o Of no relation to this nether orb, 
Save to th? expanſive ſoul of man, ſublime 
Exalt thee to contemplate and adore 175 
The Majeſty divine. To this great end 
Immortal born, hear, man, with deep-ſtruck heart 
By holy dread ſubdu'd ; A pow'r is thine 


Of moment weightier far than earth, or heav'n, 


55 


A pow'r on immortality to ſtamp | 180 
Eternal joy, or—oh ! with inſtant pray'r 

Implore thy God to fix himſelf thy fate, 

60 And bar thy pow'r to chuſe eternal woe. 

If genuine ſprings thy pray'r from faith, — tis heard. 
A more exalted life, exceeding far 185 
8 Primæval bliſs, perfection, glory loſt, 

| From change ſecure, ſucceeds thy mortal fall. 


Lo! full of grace and truth, a man with men 
Deſcends that Pow'r benign, on whom reſides ; 
Th' ador'd Effulgence of th' Eternal God, 190 
Of the ſole ſelf-exiſtent Lord of all. 

From higheſt heav'n deſcended, earth receives 
Gi | The 
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The Saviour by th' Almighty Father ſent, 

The Son belov'd, Image expreſs of Him, 

Whom never mortal nor immortal eye, 193 
Nor ſeraph's wing, nor fancy can approach. 

Behold him ſhrouded in thine humble frame, 

On heav'n's exulting hoſt impreſs more awe, - 

Than when their tribes in ſudden tranſport rapt 
Beheld him in the name and might ſupreme 200 
Of his dread Sire, proclaim'd of Glory King, 

Riſe o'er the void He ſpake: Let there be light, 
Life, Bliſs — Obedient ſtraight ſprung forth a world. 


On thee, his own fair image then, he breath'd 
Perfection. Now to thine imperfe& form 205 
Himſelf united, lo! he leads thee on 

To thy predeſtin'd heav'n. His placid mien 

Nor dazzles nor confounds thy wand'ring eye: 

But mildly courts it with familiar light. 

Clad in the ſimpleſt garb of poverty, 210 
An humble guide, he marks with wary ſtep 
Thy hopeful fearful path. Before him ſink 
The levell'd mountains; riſe, the low-ſunk vales; 
The devious maze is ſtraightenꝰd; even lies 


Each 
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Each pointed crag. Securely ſmooth proberde 215 
Thy faithful progreſs; Now elate with hope 
Exalt thy cloudleſs eye. That humble Guide 

Whete fled; affipe abject form of men defpis'd ? 

Where fled-that man of. ſorrows ?. Dawning light 

Th' approaching Sun of Righteouſneſs proclaims. 220 
Now ris'n direct it ſhines upon thee — maxx, 
Mark well that Face Divine, of old well-known, 
How long withdrawn ! On thine internal world, 
Yet ſinleſs, dwelt it's unbenighted ray,“.7“. 
Impair'd theſe mortal optics ill ſuftain '. ' 223 
The regal ſplendours. Ever-gracious Pow'r, 

To man more gracious, 'dearer far than king, 
Redeemer, Brother, thou with tend'reſt care 1 
Deign'ſt, in the lowly guiſe of ſhepherd ſwain, 

To watch thy tender flock, the loſt reclaim, 230 
To purer ſprings, to paſtures ever green 

Reſtore the Gmple ſtrays, ſhield with thine arm 
The tim'rous, in thy boſom cheer the weak. | 
Dread Lord of life, thou feaPſt thy pattern pure, 

Of love extreme in death, from death to ſave 233 
Thy dearly ranſom'd charge. Myſterious depth 

Of Grace Divine! o'er which, with ardent eyes 

41 M 
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Hov'ring, th' angelic hoſt a part alone 
Explore, by whom but God completely ſcann'd ? 


| Now the dark realms appall'd of deaffffjand hell 246 
Shrink at their doom. The Victor Prince of light 
O' erturns their old foundations; all their Pow'rs 
In chains exhibits to a world redeem'd, 
Reluctant thralls of all- controuling Love. * 
Shout earth, ye ſkies, in tranſport hail the day. 243 
Lo! the mild reign reſtor'd in Love and Truth 


Eternal founded! Fly, for ever fly 


Miſtruſt from ev'ry brow, fear from all hearts, 
Tears from all eyes, complaint from ev'ry tongue, 
Rais'd all to bleſs the Reconciler God. 8 250 


Reſum'd his throne of majeſty, on thee, 
Behold {till bent on thee his kind regard. 
Thro' all th' immenſity of ſpace diffus'd, 
Thro' (17) worlds on worlds in countleſs myriads ris'n; 
And hour]y riſing in the boundleſs void, 255 
Deſcends to this thy lower univerſe, 


Thy ſyſtem viſible of ſpheres, his love: 


Thro' this thy ſtately manſion falls on thee s 
From 


Above the clouds of prejudice, the miſts 


1 263 ] 
From thee on the leaſt mite, that gay with life, 
Dwells with the tribes yon blighted weed maintains. 260 


For bleſſings thus beyond all depth, all height, 
Exub'rafit pour'd, what grateful tribute claims 
This King Supreme; this evet-prefent Friend? 
Weak mortal, ſay, can thine aſpiring ſoul 
Retrace the radiant track, Immortal Love 265 
Purſues, that ſtreams from infinite to thee ? 
It can. Impreſs'd in bears the ſtamp divine, 
That ſeals thee Chriſtian, Charity, Forth ſprings; 
Th' incumbent gloom tranſpierc'd, the living ſpark 
Of heavenly flame. It's pure inſtinctive ray 270 
On parents firſt, on each familiar face, | 
In life's domeſtic circle, beams abroad : 
Till reaſon viewing from experienc'd wants, 
And dangers, public wealth, and fafety ſpring, 
Wide o'er thy country ſpreads the rifing blaze. 273 


Now fais'd on philoſophic pitiions high, 
As rears the genial regent of the day 
Clear o'er the mountain-top his ehearful brow, 
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1 164 3 

Of ſelf, oer all thy ſpecies it extends. 24380 
It bids thy glowing heart in all confeſs m 
Thy kindred: It ſurmounts each fence, that bounds 
Affection, ſocial cement, civil te. 
This globe, this univerſe, where er thy God. 
Parent of all reſiding, with regard A8 
Impartial o' er his family preſides, 

It bids thee hail and bleſs thy native home. 


Sublime this eminence: All bound exceeds, 
Awefully bright, the proſpect it commands. 

Vet check not here the full career of love; 290 
Nor deem complete it's ever-length*ning courſe, 

The ſkirt thou vieweſt of his myſterious robe, 

Whoſe ſmile to all things life and beauty gave, 

Whoſe (18) face reveaPd of bliſs compleats thy ſum. 


Tow'rd heav'n devoutly riſing, turn on me. 295 
Thy fix'd regard. Religion ſhall exalt 
Above creation far the ſpark divine. 1 
All human love to the great Source, and Aim, 
And End of love I raiſe ; while Faith and Hope, 
My fair attendant cherubs, wing'd with ſpeed 300 
"+. Still 


ll 


ay 


( 165 ] 


Still waft it's trembling flame. Aloft it ſoars, of 
With ſteady ray it culminates to Thee, 0 
Father of lights, and with encreafing forte 
Accelerated, haſtes in Thee to dwell. — 


= » ; 900 

Thus plainly mark'd, 0 man, thins n path 398 

To that bleſs'd union, where eternal reſt, 7 
Eternal tranſport waits thy toil of love. . 

I yada! A eino 1 


Nor ſlack thy ſpeed; nor think, with frantic aim, 
To raiſe. on God thy facrilegious, eye, ; 
That foul, with rancour on thy brother ſcols. 349 
That God thou ſeeſt not know'ſt not, ne'er ſhalt know, 
Till theſe thou ſeeſt, thy brethren touch thy heart 
With godlike Charity's expanhve glow. _,. 


Ceaſe, child of wrath, profane diflembler, cealc, . 
With faintly vizor thus n vain to ſhroud ;, * 2 3 


92 


- 


Thy frontleſs mockery of earth and heaven... 9; 0 
A Chriſtian thee, ſhall. man's Redeemer. meek, | 


Thee ſhall the Prince of peace his champion own ? Fa 
True — ihou wert under his white banner ſworn,,,.;, _ : 
Who friendly to his foes, aſſumes the, name 1 
of God the Reconciler. Leagu'd with ends 291 
2 = : M 3 | In 
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1 166 + 
In malice, dareſt tho to his Name ador'd 
loſcribe thy ſcarlet banner, drench'd in gore 
By faction ſpilt, with perſecuting zeal 
Private revenge conſounding? Traitor, yes; 325 
Oppos'd in vain to the divine, thy wil} | 
Arms in the cauſe of God. On thee recojl'd 
Hate, fiery dart infernal, on thyſelf 
Glanc'd from thy meeker brother's guiltleſs breaſt, 
Fell hate confirms Almighty Love's decree. 339 


Scarce leſs accurs d the wretch, whoſe impious breath 


Smooth (7 9): deſcant runs in Moral Beauty's oy 


On private rights e declaims, on public weal 
With fzetious vauprs aſſerted, foaming rears, 
By craft, caprice, conceit of pique inſpir d wy $55 
Yet boaſts his blindneſs to the charms Pg: | 
Of piety, yer ſpurns the ſacred ties 

Of duty, gratitude and jove to God, 

Spurns the ſole Cauſe of univerſal good. 
Self. worſnipp'd, in his own G erweening chqught 340 
Enſhrin d, he K6wls with cireumſpective ſcorn - - 


At all creation round : its Author braves z 


Like him (20) on fightleſs chance, and fate alone 
| | Dependant, 


( 167 ] 
Dependant, equal Sov'reignty alerts: 


The (2 1) wiſdom till ſucceſsleſs, pow'r it's ends 
Defeating, ſpare and random bounty ſneers 

Of heav'n's unheeding Regent on the clouds 
Reclin'd at eaſe, his omnipreſence mocks ; 

And pities the poor grembler, that adores 
With humble heart a viewleſs diſtant God, 
When Dulneſs raves to wreck her ſpleen on me, 
She culls the loathlieſt of her inſe& ſpawn, 

Fires with typhœan rage, her ſwelling taunts 

At truth divine to echo. Splendid vice, 
Wealth, title, to pert ignorance add weight, 
Add grace. A ſervile train with idiot ſmiles 
Lick up th* envenom'd froth, applaud, adore 
The tinſell'd Idol, — hail him now profound 
Philoſopher. Ah! facred name profan'd! . 
Ah! name that erſt a grateful world conferr'd 


345. 


350 


355 


On Wiſdom's fav'rite ſons, my friends approv'd, _ - 


Friends of their country, of mank ind, of God, 
Our common foe profeſs d beſeem'ſt thou now? 


Mark his dim viſage ſtamp'd with recreant dread, - 
Ill maſk*d with ſcorn, low ſcoffs, and high-blown pride, 


When thus the foul blaſphemer from the ſkies 
M 4 
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1 166 ]. 
In malice, dareſt tho to his Name ador'd 
Igſcribe thy ſcarlet banner, drench'd in gore 
By faction ſpile, with perſeeuting zeal 
Private revenge confounding ?- Traitor, yes; 


Oppos'd in vain to the divine, thy will 

Arms in the cauſe of God. Op thee recojl'd 

Hate, fiery dart infernal, on thyſelf 

Glanc'd from thy meeker brother's guiltleſs breaſt, 
Fell hate confirms Almighty Love's decrec. 339 


Scarce leſs accursd the wretch, whoſe impious breath 


Smooth (7 9) deſcant runs in Moral Beauty's "_ 


On private rights declaims, on public weal 
Wirh faQtions vauprs aſſerted, foaming roars, 
By craft, caprice, conceit of pique inſpir d; 359 
Yet boaſts his blindneſs to the charms ſupreme | 

Of piety, yet ſpurns the ſacred ties 
of duty, gratitude - and Jove to God, 
Spurns the ſole Cauſe of univerſal good. 
Self-worthipp'd, f in his -own Ferweening thqught 340 
Enſhrin d, ke owls with cireumſpective ſcorn 


At all creation round; its Author braves; 


Like him (20) on fightleſs chance, and fate alone 
| Dependant, 


( 167 ] 

Dependant, equal Sov'reignty afferts : 
The (21) wiſdom till ſucceſsleſs, pow'r it's ends 345 
Defeating, ſpare and random bounty ſneers 
Of heav'n's unheeding Regent on the clouds 
Reclin'd at eaſe, his omnipreſence mocks ; 
And pities the poor grembler, that adores 
With humble heart a viewleſs diſtant God, 250 
When Pulneſs raves to wreck her ſpleen on me, 
She culls the loathlieſt of her inſect ſpawn, 
Fires with typhœan rage, her ſwelling taunts 
At truth divine to echo. Splendid vice, 
Wealth, title, to pert ignorance add weight, 355 
Add grace. A ſervile train with idiot ſmiles 
Lick up th' envenom'd froth, applaud, adore 
The tinſell'd Idol, — hail him now prafound 
Philoſopher. Ah! ſacred name profan'd! . 
Ah! name that erſt a grateful world conferr d 360 
On Wiſdom's fay'rite ſons, my friends approv d. 
Friends of their country, of mankind,. of God, 
Our common foe proteſs'd beſeem'ſt thou now? 
Mark his dim viſage ſtamp'd with recreant dread, - 
Ill maſk*d with ſcorn, low ſcoffs, and high-blown pride, 
When thus the foul blaſphemer from the ſkies 366 
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1 168 } 
The throne of glory ots, how blank he throw 


His deſp' rate eyes aveyſe from each kind ray, 


It deigns, in mercy to benighied man. 
Through my;pure miniſtry diſpenſe. In me 370 
The poor, oppteſs d, expiring comfort ſeek, - {/ 
And find contentment, ſatisfaction, joy ß 


Ecſtatic, above all that wealth or power 


Can boaſt, or health luxuriant. Prince of hell, 
»Tis thine, ſworn foe to God and man, to point 375 
This thy devoted emiſſary's dart 

At Hope from heav'n deſcending, humbled man 
From earth to raiſe. What envious rage but thine 
Can on ſo fair an office caſt a ſtai nn? 

On me no blemiſh oy no. vengm!d fake 11; 380 
Of malice, warded by an arm unſeen. 
How pointleſs r  puſaim'd ſoe er at ne 
By this our open foe, turn, genuine friend 
Of wiſdom, turn it's erring flight, with trutm 
Ne- point it; keen infliction let it ſtrike | Aro 1335 
Upon a fog than Irrelegion fate 


More fatal, more perfidious, though conceal'd ; 


Who God and man defaming, dares aſſume 


1 269 ] 
In folemn guiſe my name ahd-f0rm-xever'd , voi 40 
Who. trampling on the rights of-earthz of heav'n, 390 
This life embitters, oer the future gloo mm. 
Wrath, anguiſh/ hate ſuſpends. Riſe, frreborn ſon 
Of wiſdom, riſe; her leaſt fanũliar palm, 
Prize of her honour'd few, triumphant ſeiſge. 
Strip, with a bold, yet heav'n- directed hand. 393 
From Superſtition's front Religion's: name. 
Safe hemm'd within her ſable phalanx deep. £:1>:1.7 
O'er my. polluted altars rear'd a loft. 
She awes the globe; unown'd abandon'd me, 


Sarcaſtic, as her ĩmpious counterfeit, 400 


She ſcoffs, ſhe perſecutes, ſhe eurſes, dome 
With ſanctimonious eyes, uplifted meek 


From (22) that; unvizor'd front indignant ſtrip 
A name, ah! -woefully diſgrac'd, a name 


Alone to love divine and hyman-due, 7 ob! 
„ fttis ats! D Bit ic 2 

In vain'thy daring thought the radiant realm 
Of truth, explores, while ſwift as light recedes . 
Clear and more clear, th' immenſe horizon round. 


In vain thine eye, each ſecondary fount 410 
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[ 150 1 
Of joy up-tracing With delib'rate care, 


Each branching rill, each widening channel ſcanz. 


In vain the heav'ns, with all their glories fill 
Thy brain, if cold thy heart, and lifeleſs lies, 
Shrunk to a point moſt deſpicable, ſelf. 

Tf all unconſcious. of the Living God, - 
Of Truth, of Joy, of Glory King ſupreme, 
Of beings Being, 'Bliſs alone of bliſs, 


415 


Midſt thy fond hopes of ſelf. enjoyment, round 


Cloſe hem thee utter want, and blank deſpair. 
Of blifs, of being fails thy vital ſpring. 


420 


That ſelf, thy ſole· below d, ſunk unſuſtaind. 


Is loſt in vacancy.— | bt: 
* Yon ſolemn ſeats 
Of learning, ſpirits more enlarged, 'I ween, 
And gen'rous, hearts more uncorrupt poſſeſs. 
Regions of reaſon,” virtue, truth, to me 
By ſacred bonds devoted, riſe ye ſtill 
Above the ſordid views, the ſelfiſh aims, 
That meaner mortals,. vulgar ſouls, engroſs ? 
My beams, reflected o'er each grateful realm, 
Diſpenſe ye, ligtits divine, pure from the fount 


Celeſtial drawn? In fair ſucceſſion rais d 


f 


430 


Forth 


( wr ] 
Forth iffue, at their. country's quick*ning call, 
Your well-accompliſh'd youth, guardians ele&t, 
From worth conſpicuous, of her deareſt rights? 435 


Peace be within your walls, my favour'd ſons, 
Peace not inglorious, decent Plenty-grace 
Your ſtately domes, the little cares of-tife - 
Exclude, with leiſure undiſtracted raiſe, 
And cheriſh with incentives fair the glow 440 
Of lib'ral hearts, that pant for honeſt fame. 
In theſe embow'ring ſhades I joy to meet, 
By worldlings baſe unnoticed, modeſt Worth, 
From ductile Flatt'ry far, from ſtiff Conſtraint, 
From fair Pretence oer Malice drawn, from Guile 445 
Diſſembling friendſhip, from Corrupt Intent, 
In guife of Loyalty, by trait'rous wiles 
Of royal grace poſſeſs d, from Faction arm'd 
With brand at random flaring to protect 
Againſt oppreſſion's air embattled ranks . | 450 
Her thankleſs country, Here, to nature turn'd, 
Young whitc-wing'd Fancy dark deſign or art % 
Admits not. Open Candour, Thought vuncramp'd 
By ſclfiſh paſſipn, heart- felt Peace aſſiſt 
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Repentant myriads from the wrath-of Gd “N 


L. 7 J 
Her bold and vig'rous efforts to expand i 435 
Her plumes, and ſoaring to the bright retreats 
Of heav'nly contemplation, nature's laws: 
Explore, and gradual riſe to nature's God. 
For heav'n thus early ripening, theſe rapt eyes 
Speak of immortals bleſs'd, an infant race, 469 
To ſilent convetſè rais'd with ſpirits pure; 
Their glory doom'd, and miniſtry benign 
On earth to ſhare; the thorny couch of pain 
To ſmooth; fame, life and property to guard 
From lawleſs foes; in truth's, in virtue's cauſe, 463 


In mine brave advocates to riſe, and ſave 


Prapitiated, well-pleas'd his mandates high 

To ſpeed, enforce, explain to diſtant lands 

To realms unborn. . From theſe, whoſe merits rare: 479 

Shun Folly's crowded walk, our envious foes dot 10 

Regardleſs turn their ſuperficial. glance. 

No butt for cenſure here their malice. finds. 

tbr 9303698 03-2061. Nane ney 45H 

Yet ſay, my hallow'd.haunts,. unblighted bloom 

Theſe: honouts Þ has Detractien here no hold? 475 

Abaſh'd is keen Reproach? Is: mild Repro ß 

eat Mute, 


1 
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Mute, or compell'd to echo back my: praiſe? 

Flies hence proſcrib'd each appetite of minds 
Contracted, Vice that all the dignity . -- - 

Of man degrades? Ah! whence theſe reptile forms 480 
Intrude they, ſtrangely trick'd in motley garb 


Of mock-importance ? How endur'd within 


Theſe walls, — forbid it, gracious heav'n, — to rule, 


To breathe ? vindictive Cunning, ſightleſs Rage 
Of party, hood-wink'd Prejudice, enſconc'd 485 
Invincible, behind the brazen fence | 
High-rais'd by dark Authority, to meet 

The clouds of Ignorance, on low'ring clouds 
Convolv'd, retarding long the dawn of Truth, 


Baſe intereſted Byaſs, envious ſpite 


At excellence, that onward preſſing ſtill 
Pants for perfection, ſilently to ſcorn 
Expoſing moral prate, in moral act 
Unſkill'd, of inſignificancy vain. 


Sleep thus thy guardians, Granta, nods by fits 493 
Thy genius, Iſis ?—Yet at length arouſe * 
Your ſlumb'ring faculties. Bend, thither bend 
Their energy, from whence at firſt they ſprung. # 

Think 
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Think on the vaſt arrears of debt you owe 

Your friends, your country. Be theit deeds of love "500 
In deeds repaid. (23) Give ſcience, puny child © 
Of leiſure, breath. See pent in ſtagnant air 

How pines the liſtleſs nurſeling ! Swathed in bands 
Antique, in trammels technical compreſs'd, 0 
Vibrate theſe nerves? Yet beats, or beats no more 505 
That pulſe ? Quick, animate it's languid flow : 
To action ſtraight produce her, point her uſe, | 

Her object, ſocial, civil ſtrength, and health, 

And ſafety. Catch the ſentimental glow 

Of living nature. Cold Indiff'rence winks $19 
If the full blaze of truth unwelcome burfts 

Her ſhrouding miſt * Paſſion with eagle eye 

Delighted hails it. In the manly ſtrife 
Of gen'rous ardour kindling, vp— ſupport 
Thy rank aſſign'd Go to the new-born bee: g15 
Her lively ſpirit mark. Auggard, for ſhame 
To life ſpring thou, nor let that inſect boaſt 

A nobler foul than thine. To reaſon wake. a 

Burſt from th' aurelia, ſee ſhe gains at once 
Perfection, at an inſtant ftroking fleeks, ul 520 
Dries, flutters, and expands her ſlender wigs; 
5 Fearleſs 


1 175 } 
Fearleſs exults, alone forth (allies, darts 
Light o'er the ſunbeam, with inſtinctive ſkill 
Dives in the freſheſt blooms, from flow'r to flow'r. 
Self-guided z; thence collected ſtraight canveys 525 
Through trackleſs air unerring to her hive 
Her treaſur'd nectar; kneads, extends her wax, 
With fair Vitruvian ſymmetry conſtructs 
Her cell. Nor &er advance, nor e' er decline 
Her heav'n- taught arts, tranſmitted ſtill entire _ 530 
Of each ſucceſſive embryon hive alike 
They wait the full formation to adorn. 
Thee, child of reaſon, pow'rs diviner grace; 
Ere conſcious life to bold exertion. calls 
Their ſtrength how faint, how ſmall! progreſſive ſoon, 
How vaſt, how vig'rous! all creation round 536 
They range uncheck'd, at nature's utmoſt verge 
To God new praiſe, new bleſſings; to mankind 
Exploring. Raiſe then to their loftieſt pitch | 
Theſe godlike pow'rs, nor ſink in torpid flotu 540 
To the low level of chat grazing ſteer, tk 2144 
On yon luxuriant mead intent alone offi c 
To batten. Vindicate, exalt the name 
Of Briton, Man. That unfrequented path 
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Retrace, which in the lucid robes of trutt 6435 
And glory clad, (24) your Wickliffes; Latimetrs, 
Your Cranmers, Ridleys, Gilpins, Verulams, 
Hampdens and Hydes, Falklands and Miltons, Lockes 
And Stillingfleets, your Sherlocks, Hoadleys; Houghs, 
Newtons and Boyles, their ſpirit breathing forms 550 
In vain preſenting, with, enereaſing day el 
Enlighten. Riſe all emulous to bleſs 32 l 
A world, and in your works it's Maker praiſe. 
On each vain-glorious art of ſelf-deceit, 
On Dulneſs, ever in tranſparent veil -- 3355 
Array'd of ſwoln ſolemnity, on Claim 1493 9h 
Exorbitant of diſtant awe, unearn'd- 
By merit, on each Trick to intercet 
The ſpeech of tortur'd-reaſon, on each Form 
Inert of wiſdom fix the jingling ea 360 


Of Idiocy. To him the palm decremnm i 
Of learning, whoſe purſuits, ennobling man, N04 
His firm and freſh-ſtrung ſinews up he — 91 
Of glory urges, till endear'd the toil,” no 00 | 


From uſe familiar, light — 33 365 
Till in affections / actions worthy heave 4 10 
The heav'nly prize be ſought, be ſeen, be won. 


1 7 J 
That prize, O Man, *tis I, 'tis Love Divine 
Can to thine ardent ſoul alone reveal. - 
One glorious Image ever-near I ſtamp 870 
On all thy faculties. Behold the Pow'r, 
Whoſe wiſdom ſleeps not, bounty knows not reſt, 
Exerted ſtill with undivided care 


Informs this univerſe, each atom, — God. 


On all ſides preſſing on thy raptur'd Senszs, $575 
Lo! the ſole Cauſe of univerſal good 
Smiles in the vernal bloſſom's hvely bluſh, 
With tranſport ſwells the linnet's warbling throat, 
Breathes in the dew-bright woodbine's fragrant gale, 
With ſprightly glee the melting cluſter fills, 589 
Blends with each ſweet refin'd the bridal kiſs, 
A God theſe faint and tranſient gleams of joy, 
A preſent God proclaim ; no longer faint, 
Nor tranſient now. In each enamell'd mead 
An Eden blooms. Where yon dark thund'rous cloud 
Rolls o'er the horrors of theſe barren wilds, 586 
Theſe rifted crags, this hoarſe-reſounding beech, 
That echoes to the wrathful ocean's roar, =» 
Diſtinctly heard the voice of God benign 
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[178] 
In awfal accents breaks. Diſeaſe and pain 590 
And death's laſt conflict in this dreary vale * 
Of ſin and woe, dread harbingers of grace 

Parental, home to agonizing ſenſe 

Of an impartial Sov'reign's righteous laws 

And mercy ſpeak. - Man face to face with God, 595 


In beatific viſion, converſe holds. 


_ * Caſt inward on thy ſoul a wond'ring eye, 
With light divine thy conſecrated breaſt, 
As the bright Urim, beams in varied blaze. 
Diſtin& from each reſplendent pow'r the God 600 
Breaks forth oracular, and ſpeaks thy doom, 
Heav'n-born, heav*n-favour'd child, bleſs'd heir of 


heav'n. 


Mid PASSION's threat'ning ſtorm, on halcyon 
wing | Tok 
Riſe harmony and peace. Devotion's eye 
Diſcerns thro' warring clouds th' o'er-ruling hand 605 
Extended — huſh'd the conflict, all is Love. 
As fear thro? error's miſt of ſhifting hues 


Saw adverſe gods unnumber'd rule the ſky, 
1 Til 


( 179 ] 
Till faith deſery'd by truth's unbroken light 
One Sov'reign Being reign 4 ſov'reign good: 616 
Fear ſtill with fin bred ſhapes of wrath and hate 


Haggard up- ſtartiag at th' alatm bf ill, 


The genuine unity of Love confounds. 

Vet, yet a moment Oer the changeful fotm 

Of Paſſion, Love confeſs d in each diſguiſe, 515 
The Prince of peace his radiatit finger waves. | 
Each frown for ever vaniſh'd from het brow, 

In ſmiles ſerene diſſolving; lo! reveabd 

Her native charms ; a God; a God confirms 


Her bliſsful reign for evil is no more. 628 


Nor leſs IMAGINATION'xs lugld glance 
RefleRs the preſent God: Uncheck'd we Eid 
As the Great Rulet's heverscloſli ing che. 


O'et att, ter nature fading in her fight, 


Of novelty inſatiate; onward ſtrains, eee 626. 


At ſome ſublimer objeR graſps, and no 
On being's all-attraQtive Center reſts. 
With godlike energy iuftihQive borne 
Rapid beyond thi extent of ſpace and time, 
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From God eſtrang d, to vale deluſion ſtray ? 


Proftrate preſent "them ſpotleſs at his throne, a 


[ 180 ] 


She views forth- iſſuing from the formleſs void 630 
Unnumber'd worlds, beneath the brooding wing 

Of God's o'er-ſhadowing Spirit — Sudden fled 

To their dread term of diſſolution, hears 

From their conflagrant maſs the final trump 

Call forth new heav'ns, new earth of endleſs date, 635 
Where thron'd in cloudleſs majeſty, the God 

Shall from his face diſpenſe eternal day. 


IN TELLIGENCE, ſhalt thou, ſublimeſt Pow'r, 
That ſtampſt with the divine reſemblance, man, 
Ordain'd of all his faculties the queen, 640 
Shalt thou, thy charge relinquiſhing, from bliſs, 


Shalt thou, 3 FH, of thy regal ſtate, 

View thy revolted ſubjects vice-enſlay” d, 3 
Thyſelf their vile tame drudge ? ? Ah no, ert "A 
Their dignity and thine, tow rd heay' n exalt 

Thy train reſplendent, Fancy, Paſſion, Senſe. 


: 
270 x i"; 


Before whoſe foot-flool nations, empires, worlds 
Are duſt upon the Kale. Tis thine to trace 650 


The ſhadow of his footſteps, whom nor heav'! a 
8 abs 


Nor 


Nor all creation's vaſt circumf'rence holds, 
With bleſſings numberleſs diſtinctly mark'd ; 


Whoſe will is kindneſs unreſtrain'd, his laws 


Impartial grace, his judgments mercy all. 655 
Tis mine to urge thee in thoſe ſteps to tread : 

There fix immoveably uprais'd thine eye, 

Expand with ardent love, and ſtill expand 

Th' enraptur'd breaſt, capacious of the God, 

Whoſe love each faculty alone can fill, 660 
Alone concent'ring all thy pow'rs in one, 


Alone the Sum complete of perfect BLISS. 
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NOTES to Book 1. 


AGE 45. Line 60. (1) Firſt beam'd forth Na- 

ture.] Nature js the regular and eſtabliſhed 
order of things, or that perfect Syſtem of general 
laws, by which the univerſe is governed. The be. 
nevolent intention of theſe laws 1 is obvious to every 
rational obſerver. As far as we are permitted to 
trace them, we perceive their uniform ſubſerviency 
to the good of the whole: And in every human 
breaſt there is a conſtant inſtinctive ſuggeſtion that 
they retain this beneficent character univerſally. 
Any action, quality, diſpoſition or ſtate, from it s 
being natural, immediately engages our favour and 


approbation, - This general preſumption plainly 
indicates not only that the order of Nature is 


good, but likewiſe that all men are perfeRly con- 
vinced of 1 it. | 
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Page 46. Line 62. (2) His gracious Word.) By 
this title directly indicating the Medium of the 
manifeſtation of God. to the Univerſe, the In- 
terpreter of his will, the Declarer of his good- 
neſs, wiſdom and power, our Divine Law-giver 
preſents himſelf to our minds under a clear and 
determinate idea. In this idea which every un- 
derſtanding completely apprehends, all Chriſtians 
might agree. to .unite in their public profeſſions. 
His tranſcendent Nature and Office being in ſore 
| reſpects confeſſedly inexplicable, is there not ſome 
danger Jeſt, our ill-temper'd controverſies about 
theſe, ſhould i in the end extinguiſh our regard for 
his perſon, as alas they too commonly do for his | 
doctrine? Let us with joyful gratitude receive 
the ineſtimable benefits of his divine miſſion. Yet 
let us at the ſame time remember that while Pa- 
ganiſm, Infidelity, or modern Scepticiſm, are thick 
darkneſs, Chriſtianity appears in ſome points of 
view to be only the faint dawning of a brighter 
day. For now we knew in part, now we fee 
as through a glaſs aarkly ; unleſs, as Dr. Jortin 
moſt pertinently obſerves, We are wiſer than 
6 St. Paul, who ſays this of himſelf, and of all 


« other 
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6 other Chriſtians,” For a full re-ſolution of ſuch 
dimculties let us wait with humble patience for 
that bleſſed time, when we ſhall knaw even as alſo 
We then ſhall be fully convinced 


that all pretence to knowledge is impertinent, all 


we are known. 


pretence to belief is impious, which is cheriſhed 
in prejudice of that bleſſed principle, which was 
originally implanted | in our nature by the Author 


* 


of our being, and peculiarly enforced by our gra- 


cious Redeemer. | 


Fi 


Page 49. Line 143. (3) Polly's Philoſophy. ] The 


Epicurean, This, in ſpite of the ſpecious glofſe: 


of the defenders of that ſect ancient and modern, 


was certainly the doctrine of i it's founder Epicurus, 


as appears from Diogenes Laertius, who repre- 


ſents him ſpeaking of the Deity himſelf, as 


being of the ſame unamiable character: To paxc:- 
eier xa Ap Naęrer 87 auto Teayuala yea, B75 


& N aęs xct. 


&« does he concern himſelf at all with that of others.” 
And this, O Dulneſs, is the God, whom thou ex- 
2 | hibiceſt 


« A happy immortal being has no 
« buſineſs of his cwn to concern himſelf about, nor 
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kibiteſt to thy favourite votarics, the Epicureans | 
of theſe days; 

Such as Lucretius drew, a God like thee 
Wrapt up in ſelf, Duwciay, B. IV. 


Page 50. Line 146. (4) Abaſt it forinks.] The 
Sceptic. A rational ſuſpenſion of judgment in all 
eaſes, where our ideas are not ſufficiently clear, is 
undoubtedly the only way to preſerve us from 
running precipitately into error. But how per- 
nicious an abſurdity in morals would it be, under 
a pretence of preſerving a man from error, to 
deprive him of all ſteady principle of conduct, 
even in caſes where nature, common ſenſe and 
reaſon, afford him the fulleſt evidence and con- 
viction? To this extremity the tenets of the 
Sceptic, would neceſſarily drive him ; were it poſ- 
ſible, as it certainly is not, for a reaſonable erea· 
ture t6 live conſiſtently with ſuch a plan diveſted 
of all the means of living as well as of reaſoning, 
* Que enim efſet illa mens, vel que vita Potius, 
„non modo diſputandi, ſed vivendi ratione ſublata 2 
Cic. Off. Lib. 2. C. 2. Conviction, and ſteadi- 
« neſs of principle (ys the very ingenious and 
amiable 


0 9: Þ 

amiable Dr. Beattie) © is that which gives dignity, 
e uniformity and fpirit to human conduct, and 
« without which our happineſs can neither be 
« laſting nor ſincere. It conſtitutes, as it were, 
t the vital ſtamina of a great and manly charac- 
* ter; whereas ſcepticiſm betrays a weak and 
4 ſickly underſtanding, and a levity of mind, 
* from. which nothing can be expected but incon- 
+ ſiſtence and folly. In conjunction with ill-nature, 
© bad taſte, and: à hard heart, ſteadineſs and 
e ſtrong. conviction will doubtleſs make a bad 
* man, and ſcepticiſm will make a worſe ; But 
“ pood-nature,: elegant taſte, and ſenſibility of 
heart, when united with firmneſs of mind, 
become doubly reſpectable and lovely; whereas 
no man can act on the principles of ſcepticiſm, 
<4 withour-incurring- univerſal contempt.” Eſſay 
on the Nat. and Immut. of Truth, Part I. Chap. 
2. Set; 9.— It is in truth not eaſy to conceive 
how upon ſuch principles a man could act at all, 
any more than the undetermined or ſceptic aſs 
2 the two bundles of hay. 
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Page 50. Line 158. (5) The Philoſophy of Pride.) 
The Stoic. Not to depreciate the real merit 'of 
the Stoics, it is confeſſed that, leſs intent than 
other philoſophers upon frivolous ſpeculations, 
they devoted their ſtudies to the clearing up, and 
eſtabliſhing the fundamental principles of mora- 
lity. What a pity it was that they ſhould have 
weakened the credit and influence of theſe prin- 
ciples by the abſurdity and extravagance of ſome 
of their paradoxes? It was a ſtrange affront to the 
common ſenſe of mankind, to affirm that a wiſe 
man 1s void of all paſſion, and unconcerned at any 
calamity. that can befal his friend, his neareſt rela- 
tion, or his country; though he is juſt as ready 
to ſerve them to the utmoſt of his abilities, as if 
he felt a. real affection for them, or actually ſympa- 
thized with their diſtreſs. They profeſſed indeed 
an equal diſregard to any pain or miſery that could 
happen to themſelves. This affected ſerenity, or 
inſenſible temper of mind, they endeavoured to 
ſupport by their notion of fate, or the uncon- 
troulable neceſſity of things. You ought to be 
naturally pleaſed (oripyav ypn,) ſays Marcus An- 
toninus, with whatever happens to you, as it is 
I | the 


1 1 f 
the condition of your birth, the neceſſary append. 
age of your very being. This might filence oy 
man, but could it ſa atisfy him onder the actual 
preſſure of affliction? There is juſt the ſame? dif- 
ference between this principle, and that of Chri- 


ſtian reſignation, as between the orded 0p 
of patience, ànd the" free enjoyment of delight; 
WE are taught by our holy religion” to 'be pleaked 
with all events, not from the necetity of things, 
| bur from theit beauty, their perfection, their ten- 
dency to connect our own. felicity with that's 
other beings, from A ffrin petfuinen”; R mort > 
all things ſhall- Work together T7 808d. to cho 
who love God. Upon this principle ut ibu 
detlares that bleſtec ire the weck, be the res 
figtied, the gentle #þ irited. This is term ol 0 — 
culiar ſigtlifcanch ff in the mouth' of. Than,” 1 whoſe 
Hife and Ubi bteathe Wothing” bur the mo molk 
perfect eſis SALSA, to Cod, pany A Mg bee 20 
man.“ 4% Alf A5 ae". 75 8 paganay? 
ſays K Nearned eite aßen "this ht Ave did theo 
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t® fducia, & vero in proximum amore profecta, qiti 


* inter nos animi motus compeſcit, & externot 
& atftus omnes ad dei ęlbriam moderatur. Bleſſed 
are the meek, for they ſhall inherit the earth. Is 
this promiſe of an earthly inheritance agreeable td 
the ſpirit of his miſſion, who was ſent to raiſe our 
affections from earth to heaven, and fix them 
finally upon God? Yes ſurely; unleſs we ſuppoſe 
that they alone diſcover a rational regard. fot hea- 
ven, who affect an utter unconcern about the way 
that leads to it; or that they alone expreſs a true 
reſpe& for God, who flight and affront his muni⸗ 
ficence, who profeſs to deſpiſe the innocent plea- 
ſures and delightful accommodations he has been 
pleaſed to provide for us in our journey to that 
better country. This unnatural pretence of Chri- 
tian enthuſiaſts is of a piece with the rant of the 
Stoics. The earth, Tivy4v, might have been ren- 
dered the land, literally i in the language of Scrip- 
ture the land of Canaan, typically the heavenly. 
Jeruſalem. Admit both interpretations ; and this 


nature, like godlineſs, has the. promiſes of this 
life, with thoſe of the life to. come. But how of. 


1 . this 


i & 7 


. this life. Are not the meek and gentle amon 

men, as among other animals, in ſome ſort the 
natural prey of the violent and injurious ? Do not 
theſe poſſeſs the good things of this world as their 
peculiar praperdy.t ? By n no means. This cuſtorngry 
complaint of all frerful people, I am convince 
experience in general diſproyes. The mild and 
benevolent, in proportion to their prudence and 
| abilities, commonly paſs through life with much 
greater ſucceſs and ſecurity than thoſe of : an op- 
poſite character, all mankind being concerned to 
avenge their wrongs, and inclined to favour their 
intereſt. Not to mention the infinite advantage 
ariſing from that perpetual ſunſhine of the ſoul 
congenial to the former, of which the latter, 
with thoſe gloomy tribes, who miſconceive or 
queſtion this gracious doctrine of Chriſt, appear 
to have not the leaſt perception. 1 


Page 33. Line 214. (6) Walt'd the Globe.) 
Dr. Burnet's admirably. ingenious Theory of the 
Earth is not indeed ſupported by arguments ca- 


pable of giving univerſal ſatisfaction? And what 
theory ever was ſo? One point, I think, he has 
put 


— 
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put beyond all doubt : That i it is not any 1 4 
region of the earth, which can or ever could be 
paradiſiacal, unleſs all nature | ſhould conſpire, and | 
a certain order of things be properly « and _peculi- 
arly adapted to, that tate, ſuch as could nat poſ⸗ 
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bly meet together, in one Place, though never 
2412042 


o well choſen in the earth, as it is at preſent, 
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And he has accordingly, to the credit of the Mo- 


« 4 # by 


faic account, eſtabliſhed with the higheſt degree 
of probability, his poſition, chat the form and 
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conſtitution of the preſent. earth is in many re- 
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ſpects very different from the primeval. 2 
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NOTES to Book II, 


AGE 69. Line 38. (5) Falſe Self-love.] Men 
ſhall be lovers of their own ſelves, co- 
vetous, Cc. 2 Tim. III. 2, &c. Self. love, (irre- 
gular, falſe or immoderate Self. love) is here placed 
by St. Paul at the head of a frightful catalogue of 
Vices, not undeſignedly, but becauſe it is indeed 
the root of moral evil. See Dr. Jortin's Sermon 
on Self-love, Vol. IV. 


P. 73. L. 140. (8) Her kindlieft births.] The 
order of nature, as it was originally created, 
ſo it ſtill continues, good : though different, 
according to the different moral circumſtances. of 
man. An unwholeſome fen becomes a ſeat of 
health and plenty, in reward of a wiſe and vir- 
tuous induſtry, while a fertile tract, which vice 
has firſt depopulated, wears for ages afterwards an 

O aſpect 


( 194 J 
aſpect that plainly ſpeaks the depravity of it's laſt 
poſſeſſors. Bread, the ſtaff of life, is frequently 
detrimental to it, as the good Dr. Cadogan has 
lately told us, and Hemlock (of German growth 
at leaſt) has been experienced by the indefatigable 
Dr. Stęrcke, to have great medicinal virtues, under 
his mahagement, though in England it has not 
hitherto met with equal ſucceſs. This Herb, for 
want of the proper application, was formerly re- 
garded as productive only of miſchief. The gifts 
of Providence, though remaining ſtill the ſame, 
and always good in themſelves, become bleſſings 


or curſes to man as well or ill applied. 


Page 78. Line 246. (9) His frantic eye.] The 
Philoſophical reader need not be informed, that 
all theſe reveries have been ſeriouſly contended for 
as demonftrable truths. We often ſee a laudable 
emulation to introduce fimplicity into our concep- 
tions of the laws of nature, inſenſibly run into 
this abuſe. But how much oftener has a filly 
ambition to magnity the importance of their par- 
ticular theories, led philoſophers ancient and mo- 


defh into theſe epidemical extravagancies? Taking 
4 | the 


( 195 ] 
the abſtract view of a ſingle principle or element, 
they have fondly embraced the conceit of extend- 
ing it's influence over the whole face of nature. 
In theſe Speculations they appear to have no ap- 
prehenſion how abſolutely inert and void of all 
power are all mechanical principles in themſelves, 
how immediately they all depend upon the direc- 
tion of a divine Superintendant. With this moſt 
glorious object ſtill in their eye, it would indeed 
be of admirable uſe to ſhew the infinite import- 
ance, and wiſe conſtruction of each ſingle part of 
this vaſt machine, that would inevitably fall into 
confuſion upon the withdrawing of a ſingle wheel, 
and the beneficent accommodation of theſe innu- 
merable ſprings to the wants, and within juſt 
limits even to the will of man. It would be 
proper likewiſe to obſerve upon theſe occaſions 
how delightful and clear a light conducts us in 
our endeavours to diſcover every where the traces 
of a wiſe and beneficent Deity, and how dark a 
cloud is graciouſly interpoſed to check our pre- 
ſumption, where mere curioſity or vanity, without 
any pious or benevolent view, prompts our pre- 


O 2 tences 
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tences to dive into the myſteries of nature. Inſtead 
of which it is a juft complaint that in moſt philo- 
fophical ſyſtems, water, air and fire, in conjunc- 
tion with earth of old, and of late ether and 
electrical matter, nay, pure abſtract ſpace alone, 
have been ſet up, each in their turns, as the ſole 
animating principle of all things. — Very abſurd 
indeed, it may be ſaid, are theſe ſame Syſtem- 
mongers. But are not you, Mr. Eſſayiſt, doing 
the identical thing m the moral world, which 
theſe ſtrange folks have done in the natural? 
This, I hope, is clearly obviated in Letter I. I 
mall only add here, that if benevolence be ſaid to 
be as univerfally extended a principle in ſpiritual 
nature as attraction has been demonſtrated to be 
in material, it muſt be obſerved, that they are 
both repreſented as qualities impreſſed on ſpirit 
and matter by the divine will, and deriving all 
their efficacy from the wiſdom and ſupreme agency 


of one ſole Creator. 


Page 104. L. 817. (10) This rock that ſpurns.] 
See Revelation of St. John, XVIII. 21.“ Anda 
4 | mighty 
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mighty Angel took up a ſtone like a great mil- 
ſtone, and caſt it into the ſea, ſaying, Thus with 
violence ſhall that great city Babylon be thrown 
down, and ſhall be found no more at all.” 


Page 104. Line 831. (11) Virtue diſclaims. * If 

& he had an immoderate ambition, which is a 
* weed, if it be a weed, apt to grow in the beſt 
* foils, it does not appear, that it was in his 
nature.“ CLARENDON, Hit. Reb. May I be 
excuſed the freedom of a remark upon this ſhort 
paſſage in a much admired work ? The ſtrange 
huddle of disjointed ideas in the compals of theſe 
few words, ſeems to me to exhibit no bad picture 
of the confuſed apprehenſions of the generality of 
mankind upon the ſubject of Ambition. Moſt 
highly reſpectable as the character of this great 
man, and really excellent writer here quoted, ap- 
pears to have been upon the whole, it was not to 
be expected that he, or any man habituated to his 
path of life, ſhould think or ſpeak with preciſion 
upon this topic. Deeply conſcious that in this 
particular a ſevere ſcrutiny of his own conduct 
O 3 might 
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might caſt a ſhade upon a bright aſſemblage of 
noble qualities, which indeed 1s rarely ſeen united 
in a ſtateſman, he ſeems to have felt himſelf inte- 
reſted in rendering the idea vague and indeter- 
minate, in order thus to evade the proper appli- 
cation of it. | 


When Virtue is here ſaid to diſclaim every 
votary that looks not with a fixed contempt upon 
ambition, let it be underſtood to ſignify that this 
ſentiment is eſſential to the perfection of virtue, 
All human virtue is in a great meaſure defective : 
But immoderate or falſe ambition ought ever to 
be regarded as an ugly blemiſh in the faireſt 
character, =: 


NOTES 
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NOTES to Book III. 


AGE 109. L. 13. (12) This various WHOLE. ] 
© Tt is but a part we ſee of the divine govern- 
ment of the moral world; and of that part we 
muſt be content to form a very imperfect judg- 
ment until we are endued with a capacity of com- 
prehending the whole. This may be 1lluſtrated 
by a ſtriking analogy in the ceconomy of the na- 
tural world. Here every ſingle object of our con- 
templation, when conſidered as a complete Whole, 
is wonderfully beautiful, and adapted with aſto- 
niſhing exactneſs to various beneficial purpoſes. 
Such an object, for inſtance, is the entire ſtructure 
of any vegetable, animal or human body. The 
more accurately we examine every part of ſuch a 
body as connected with the whole, the more it 
raiſes our admiration. But when we caſt our eyes 
upen a ſmall broken part of an organized body, 
O 4 as 
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as an irregular piece of wood, of fleſh, or of 


bone, all we ſee is a confuſed and ſhapeleſs maſs. 
At the ſame time let a ſkilful anatomiſt examine 
it, he ſhall diſcern great ſymmetry and beauty in 

it, from his knowledge of the relation, which it 
bore to that entire body, of which it was a part. 
Every complaint and murmuring at any particulap 
diſpenſation of Providence, with reſpe& to the 
diſtribution of good and eyil, would manifeſtly 
appear, if the whole ſyſtem of God's moral Go- 
| 3 vernment were known to us, to be grounded in & 


mere miſtake of our own, ariſing from an imper- 
fect and confuſed apprehenſion of things; | 
There is an ingenious fiction of Laurentius 
Valla invented to elucidate his method of explain- 
ing the conſiſtency of the divine foreknowledge 
with human free-will. [Might not this, by the 
way, be always called free-agency ; and free- will, 
a term improperly compounded, that carries ab- 
iurdity in the very face of it, the ſource of endleſs 
Jargon, be for ever exploded from the language 


1 of philoſophy ?] This fiction unluckily only ſnifts 
\F the blame of moral evil from Apollo, or the di: 
| ine preſcience, to Jupiter, or the divine provi- 


dence, 
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— 


dence, the controller of all events. Leibnitz 
diſapproving of this method of cutting the knot, 
has given a new turn to the fable, and carried it 
on to a better concluſion in his Theodicee, - but 
with-ſome perplexity of ideas ſtill, and a few appa- 
rent incongruities, I ſhall here take the liberty to 
caſt this fable anew a ſecond time, by ſtriking out 
many a redundancy, ſupplying a deficiency here 
and there, and altering a circumſtance. or two, that 
ſeems not perfectly to harmonize with the argu- 
ment advanced in this Eſſay. 

Sextus Tarquin, curious to know his deſtiny, 
canſults the oracle of Apollo at Delphos. He re- 
ceives this anfwer— Exul inopſque cades iratã pulſus 
gb urbe. How is this? exclaims the diſappointed 
youth... Have! I preſented thee a royal offering, O 
Apollo, and is this prediction of moſt wretched 
fortune thy return? The God replies: Thy of- 
fering, young man, is accepted, thy requeſt is 
granted. Thou art informed of what will cer- 
tainly befal thee. I foretel the future, but am 
not the author of it. Addreſs thy complaint ta 
J upiter, the ſovereign ruler of deſtiny, The haughty 
ſpirit of T arquin, a little abaſhed, ſtill prompts 

him 
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kim thus to expoſtulate with the oracle—Tell me 
this at leaſt, all-knowing deity, why does Jupiter 
prepare ſo cruel a deſtiny for an innocent man ? 
Apollo. Innocent art thou ? not thou indeed. I ſee 
thee proud, injurious, a blaſphemer of the gods, 
an adulterer and perfidious traitor to thy country. 
Sextus. *Tis falſe: I am not, will not, cannot be 
the wretch you deſcribe. Apollo. Doſt thou give 
the lie to the God of knowledge! The depravity 
of thy heart is before my eyes. I ſee, and tell 
thee what it will infallibly lead thee to. Sextus. 
But I will ſolicit the angry tyrant of Gods and 
men to amend my heart, and perſuade him to 
change my deſtiny. Apollo. Go then, if it be 
Fata deum flecti 
ſperare precando. The ſame Providence that made 


poſſible for a ſpirit like thine 


the wolf rapacious, the lamb gentle, -the hare 
timid,. and the lyon fearleſs, gave thee a diſpo- 
fition to be incorrigibly wicked. Thy actions 
will be conformable to thy diſpoſition: And cor- 
reſpondent to thoſe actions is the puniſhment re- 
ſerved for thee by Jupiter. Sextus in a rage quits 
Delphos; flies to Dodona; preſents his haſty ſa- 
crifice and remonſtrance to Jupiter. Why, O 

great 
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great God, halt thou. condemned. me to be wicked 
and unhappy ? Change thou my heart, my deſ- 
tiny, or confeſs that this guilt, this evil is all thy 
oun. Jupiter. If the guilt be not in thyſelf}, 
thou wilt do as I adviſe thee. Abandon Rome: 
Renounce thy expectation of reigning there: Con- 
tentment and virtue, perhaps with glory and hap- 
pineſs : may then be thine. Sextus. Why re- 
nounce the crown? I tell thee, God, I will be no 
wotſe than other kings. Jupiter. At thy * 
be it: Make the trial. . : 

Tarquin diſdains_ the thought of Op his 
ambitious hopes, defies the threats and derides 
the counſel of the God, returns to Rome and 
meets his deſtiny, 

Theodorus, the High- ey who had been pre- 
ſent of courſe at the conſultation of the Deity, 
thus addreſſes the Sovereign of the gods. Thy 
Juſtice, O Jupiter, is ever adorable. Thou haſt 
convicted this man of wiltul wickedneſs. His 
mouth is effectually ſtopped. He muſt impute 
all the evil that will betide him to the perverſeneſs 
of his own choice alone. But the faithful wor- 
ſipper of thy ſupreme wiſdom, juſtice and power 
11402 ardently 
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urdently wiſhes with equal ſatisfaction to admirg 
thy goodneſs. Thou canſt, if it ſhall pleaſe thee, 
give him another will. Go to Athens, ſays the 
God: Aſk of Divine Wiſdom: She, my Daughter 
Pallas, ſhall tell thee what tlie Father of tlie gods 
ought to do. At Athens Theodorus entering the 
temple of Minerva, receives an order to remain 
there ſilent all the night, A ſlumber ſent from 
heaven ſeals his eyelids, but preſents to his mind 
ſuch objects, as from their dazzling ſplendour 
would be inſupportable to the ſons of earth 
without heavenly aſſiſtance. : An edifice in magni- 
ficence exceeding all deſcription riſes to his view 
above the firmament, whicher he finds himſelf 
ſuddenly tranſported. Before its adamantine por- 
tal. ſtands Pallas in her own proper form, 
— qualiſque videri 
| Calicolis & quanta ſolet. 

The Goddeſs waves an olive-branch . before the 
forehead of the prieſt. He feels himſelf enabled 
to ſuſtain the awful majeſty of the divine Power 
of Wiſdom, Approach, favoured mortal, ſays 
the Daughter of Jove. My Father hath ſent 
thee to me for inſtruction. Caſt thine eyes from 
b chis 
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this veſtibule upon the boundleſs tract, that pres 
ſents itſelf before thee. That is the region of 
Poſſibilities. Thou ſeeſt numberleſs combinations 
or ſyſtems of airy forms floating in unmeaſurable 
ſpace. Before a real world, or ſeries of events is 
called forth into being my Father at one glance 
reviews all theſe ſeveral combinations or poſſible 
worlds; and with a word gives immediate exiſt- 
ence to the beſt. With a word J too have power 
to call forth, not into exiſtence, but into viſible 
repreſentation, any one of theſe innumerable worlds, 
that beſt may ſerve my purpoſe of giving thee the 
ſatisfaction thou requireſt. The faculties of Theo. 
dorus are at this inſtant ſo enlarged as to be able 
to take a comprehenſive ſurvey of an immenſe 
chain of contingencies from the preſent moment 
to a very remote futurity. A whole world at the 
command of the Goddeſs preſents itſelf diſtinctly 
to his view, and ſeems ſolemgque ſuum, ſua fidera 
nolſe. Pallas directs his eye to his well-known 
grove before the temple of Jupiter. Sextus is 
ſeen walking through it with an air of deep reflec- 
tion. He reſolves to obey the God. He is now 
ſettled near that city ſituated upon a narrow neck 
wiki of 


L a06. Þ 
of land between two ſeas. - In cultivating a little 
garden adjacent to the walls of Corinth he finds a 


treaſure, becomes rich, and generous ; and lives 
contented, and eſteemed by all the city to a great 
old age. An amazingly extenſive train of cir- 
cumſtances, cauſes and effects connected with the 
foregoing, is at the ſame time exhibited to the 
mind of Theodorus. He receives by divine illu- 
mination a power, of which weak human reaſon 
is ſcarcely ſuſceptible, a power of diſcerning clearly 
the exact proportion of moral good reſulting from 
the whole. Several other poſſible ſyſtems riſe 
after this to his contemplation. In one among 
the reſt, Sextus appears quitting Dodona, and 
going to Thrace, He marries the only daughter 
of the king, ſucceeds him, reigns gloriouſly, lives 
beloved, and dies lamented by his ſubjects. Of 
theſe ſeveral poſſible worlds, as they paſſed in 
review before the prieſt, the Power of Wiſdom 
enables him to form a ſufficiently diſtinct and 
complete moral eſtimate. Enter now, ſays Pallas, 
the manſion of the Deſtinies. Ecſtatic joy and 
admiration at the entrance almoſt deprive Theo- 
dorus of life. The Goddeſs of Wiſdom ſupports, 

and 
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and thus addreſſes him. Dim-ſighted mortal, the 
world, as it actually exiſts, is now before thee. 
Thou art ftruck with aſtoniſhment and tranſport 
at the new and clear perception here afforded thee 
of the order, harmony and beauty of it, and the 
viſibly ſuperior prevalence it diſplays of natural 
and moral good, above the other poſſible worlds 
before preſented to thy contemplation. Now caſt 
thine eyes on Tarquin. Thou ſeeſt him as he is, 
and as he actually ſhall be. He laughs at the 
| decrees of heaven. At Rome thou ſeeſt him 
throwing every thing into confuſion, violating the 
wife of his friend, baniſhed with his father, de- 
feated, miſerably periſhing. The Sextus happy 
in private life at Corinth, or upon a throne in 


Thrace, would have brought on another combi- 
nation of events, the leſs eligible reſult of which 
thou haſt already conſidered. Neither of theſe 
could the Sovereign Ruler of deſtiny have choſen 
without derogating from the majeſty of his own 
beneficent attributes, and excluding me from his 
creation, and his preſence. It is not my Father, 
as thou ſeeſt, who is the cauſe of this man's 
wickedneſz, His crimes are the free produce of 

his 
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His own will. The ſplendid conſequences feſule- 
ing from theſe crimes are before thee. Behold, a 
powerful and proſperous republic takes it's riſe 
from thence, which exhibits to the world the moſt 
iuſtrious examples of true patriotiſm, undaunted 
valout, diſintereſted generoſity, integrity, mag- 
nanimity, and every exalted virtue. Enough is 
ſhewn thee for the preſent, to make thee admire 
the order and beauty of this combination of 
events. When the gods ſhall remove thee from 
imperfection and mortality, a completer and more 


comprehenſive exhibition of them, preſenting itſelf 
to thy ſublimer faculties, will then, and then 
alone, afford thy mind entire ſatisfaction., 


Page 11g. Line 94. (13) We very pangs of 
Bld.] The judgments of God in their urmoft 
ſeverity can have no ultimate end but the pro- 
motion of happineſs and prevention of - miſery. 


Whatever exceptions this propoſition may ſeem 


Hable to, in our endeavours to reconcile it to our 
religious ſyſtems, it muſt for ever remain ſtrictly 
and invariably true. Whatever notion we may 
form of any paſt, preſent or future diſpenſation 

of 
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of the Divine Providence, it is equally falſe and 
impious, if in this reſpe& the character of the 
infinitely benevolent Deity, be not preſerved per- 
fectly entire and conſiſtent, Concerning the du- 
ration and degree of the puniſhment threatened ro 
ſinners in the Goſpel; the Reader may conſult 
Dr. John Clarke's Enquiry into the Origin of 
Moral Evil, Page 330, and Dr. Hartley's Obſer- 
vations on Man, Vol. II. I quote no Page; the 
whole Volume, directly or indirectly, will bring 
him into the proper frame of mind, requiſite fos 
thinking juſtly on the ſubject. 


Page 140. Line 668. (14) At theſe unequally.] 
'The natural ſubordinations of human life ſo re- 
gularly ſpring from difference of capacity, and 
different meaſures of application, that a man muſt 
firſt renounce common ſenſe, before he can adopt 
the wild notion here alluded to, which was main- 
tained, by our Engliſh Levellers in the laſt Cen- 
tury, and has often furniſhed entertainment to the 
lively imagination, but weak judgment of many 


a fanciful theoriſt before and ſince. 
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Page 140. L. 690. (15) Mild Aſculapian brow.) 
The mild caſt of features in all the antique 


Statues of Æſculapius is well known to every 


obſerving traveller, who delights in ſtatuary. 


Whoever happens to enjoy a familiar intercourſe 
with ſeveral Gentlemen of the faculty, will per- 
haps agree with Mr. Spence and the Eſſayiſt in 
fancying it is ſtill in general obſervable in their 
looks to this day. The latter however well re- 
collects, that the benevolent and candid Author 
of Polymetis would in converſation readily allow, 
that the propriety of this remark was not ſo gene- 
rally diſcernible in this free country, as in moſt 
others which he had viſited. Where the con- 
&« ſtitution of any government, (ſays the very 
worthy Dr. Tiſſot) © is inconſiſtent with the ap- 
e plication of the ſevereſt regulations of the 
« practice of phyſic, there public prayers ſhould 
be offered up againſt this bane of life, as is 
e uſual againſt other alarming calamities.” By 
this honeſt but hyperbolical ſally, would the good 
man ſeriouſly adviſe us to inſert phyſic' in our 
litany between murther and ſudden death ? 


NOTES 
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NOTES to Book IV. 


BAGE 156. Line 104. (16) With ſecondary 
L Joe.) The rules of virtue and right conduct, 
it is ſaid, immediately and neceſſarily. depend upon 


the regular conſtitution of things in the human . 


ſyſtem. It is granted. The perverſe diſputes, 
but too familiar to the learned reader, which 
engage dogmarical theology on the one hand, 
about this juft conceffion, and irreligion on the 
other, about the conſequences reſulting from it, 
may both be obviated by this plain queſtion : On 
whom does this regular conſtitution of things de- 
pend? Not on man. It is maintained then, as it 
was originally eſtabliſhed, by the ſole will of God. 


P. 162. L. 254. (17) Thro' worlds on worlds. ] 
To the idea of unbounded goodneſs in the Deity, 
which Nature, if well underſtood, every where 


excites, the teleſcope has ſuperadded great ſtrength 


P 2 and 
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and clearneſs: And the microſcope has unveiled 
to us a perfectly unknown creation, diſplaying a 
plenitude of wiſdom and power, in the incompre- 
henſibly delicate, yet exactly perfect texture of his 
minuteſt works. Since theſe glorious diſcoveries, 
how aſtoniſhing of late are the daily encreaſing 
complaints we hear of the univerſal decay of piety 
and religion, Account, ye ſpeculative moraliſts, 
for an event ſo abhorrent from the courſe of nature. 
Yet before you ſet about it, examine a little the pro- 
priety of this previous caution : Be not overhaſty 
in believing ſuch complaints. But do not all ap- 
pearances confirm them ?— Perhaps not, There 
being leſs ſuperſtition, and leſs falſe pretence of 
religion in the world is certainly no proof of a 
decay of rational and real piety. And can any 
thing elſe be called religion? — Yet ſurely theſe 
complaints are but too well founded, ſince it is 
univerſally agreed that Chriſtianity is loſing ground. 
—— God forbid. When it is daily defended with 
greater accuracy and preciſion, when it is more 
clearly and generally underſtood that the genuine 
doctrines of our Bleſſed Redeemer have little or 
no concern with the cavils of unbelievers, why 


„ ſhould 
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ſhould we ſuppoſe it to be loſing credit with any 
man who is capable of thinking rationally about 


it? The ſame cry was as general at leaſt, among 
writers of a certain caſt, about two centuries and 
a half ago, upon the demolition of that monſtrous 
maſs of abſurdities, which for ages had paſſed for 
orthodox and ſound Chriſtianity, _ Yet after all, 
though we need not entertain this gloomy fear for 
the ſtability of that Church, againſt which it's 
holy Founder has declared that the gates of hell 
ſhall not prevail: It is confeſſed that an unhappy 
concurrence of certain cauſes may, by firſt cor- 
rupting our morals, conſiderably vitiate, by degrees 
invalidate, and at length deſtroy our religious, to- 
gether. with all our other principles. May the 
mercy of heaven once remove or counteratt the 
baleful influence of theſe moral cauſes, pure Chri- 
ſtianity, never doubt it, will ſoon ſhine forth with 
brighter evidence, and ſtrength more irreſiſtible 
than ever, „ 
Yo Pape 164. Line 294. (18) I/boſe face reveal d. 
The ſeeing God face to face, in which the com- 
pletion of our happineſs in a future ſtate is in 

| 9 ws ſcripture 
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ſcripture repreſented to conſiſt, ſeems to import n 
leſs than an immediate perception of the divine 
preſence; ſome new ſenſation in the glorified ſpi- 
rits, by which they ſhall be conſcious of the 
manner of their exiſtence in God. The Deity, 
though unapproachable till, or infinitely exalted 
above the apprehenſion of the moſt eminent of all 
his creatures, may then in ſome peculiar mannet 
become the object of that ſuperior faculty. He 
will thus be himſelf their happineſs: Whereas 
the happineſs they now enjoy- appears te be not 
immediately from God, but from objects adapted 
by him to the preſent weakneſs of their faculties, 
which are deſtined to riſe by degrees to the con- 
templation of that glorious Being, who will then 
indeed be their ſtrength and their portion for ever. 
Of this wrath as of all other obſcure poi 
vhs albjie in that reſpect can properly be fad b 
think at all, will of courſe think differently, 
Should the little that is here juſt hinted upon 2 
ſubject, that ſo highly tranſcends the faculties of 
man in his preſent ſtate, appear to the reader t to be 
too preſumptuous : A conjeRure Jer him but allo 

; me 
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we to delight in cheriſhing it myſelf; he has free 
leave to underſtand the line this note refers to as 
expreſſive of an humbler hope. We may after al} 
reſt ſatisfied, that in a future ſtate more explicit 
notices ſhall be communicated to the bleſſed ſpirits 
of rhe nature and providence of God. And as we 
then may with more propriety than at preſent be 
faid to ſee God face to face, it may perhaps be 
ſill with the eyes of the underſtanding only. 


Page 166. Line 332. (19) Smooth deſcant runs.) 
The objects of this cenſure are unhappily not al- 
together 1maginary,- nor is the ſentence, in the 
ſequel repreſented as denounced againſt them, un- 
warranted by ſound reaſon. An atheiſtical ſyſtem 
of morals, however aſtoniſhing; is now no very 
unuſual phenomenon in the literary world. The 
framers of theſe ſyſtems find the conſtitution of 
things ſo eſtabliſhed that the ſupply of their wants, 
real and imaginary, the gratification of their ſenſes 
and of their vanity are within the reach of their 
natural faculties, By whoſe wiſdom this conſti- 
tution of things is eſtabliſhed; or to whoſe bounty 
they owe theſe natural faculties, they care not to 


P 4 enquire. 
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enquire. Their only concern is to ſecure the poſ- 
ſeſſion of their preſent enjoyments by the maxims 
of prudence, and the laws of ſociety. For this 
purpoſe they amuſe themſelves at their leiſure in 
inveſtigating the former with ſufficient ſagacity, 
and tracing the ſeveral violations of the latter with 
ſome degree of preciſion. Ingratitude to man, 
among the reſt, they ſhall brand with ſignal in- 
famy. Yet this very indignity, when offered to 
the Author of all good, ſhall be to them a matter 
of indifference. Are they aware that as men (are 
the only creatures here endued with a power of 
looking up to a Supreme Benefactor, ſo gratitude 
is the only return he has qualified them to make, 
an indefeaſible claim, and the only claim he inſiſts 
upon? If they deny him this, it is too little to 
ſay they renounce their ttue dignity, perfection, 


happineſs: They renounce the ſole Mel their 
very being. hee. 


1 3 Ot ennicl⸗ 
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Page 166: Live 343. (20) On fiebile/s* abuner, 

. and fate alone,] C hance, Fate, are words equiva- 
lent, or rather equally fenſeleſs in the jargon ef 
inſidelity, Chance is a term expreſſwe only of 


human 
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human ignorance. The word Fate we had beſt 
once for all reſtore to it's original meaning. De- 
rived from fari, to ſpeak, it denoted at firſt a de- 
claration of the divine decree... Let us then no 
longer confound the language of true philoſophy 
by perverting it to expreſs a deſervedly exploded 
notion. Let unintelligent Fate be hereafter. con- 
ſidered as a ſtupid barbariſm, a manifeſt contra- 
diction in terms. 


Page 167. Line 345. (21) The wiſdom ſtill ſuc- 
c{sleſs.} Voltaire obliquely in his Candide, Gt, 
Lord Bolingbroke. more directly in his philoſophi- 
cal works throughout. . When. the Jatter attempts 
to diſprove the moral Attributes of God, we may 
fairly believe the ſentiment he expreſſes is corre- 
ſpopdent to the wretched feelings of his own heart 
at the time. When we, ſee him in occaſional itart$ 
N ul: umgur break out into the bicereſt inveRive 


3 eee ee in yi a great 
part of his life, (ſee his Letter to Windham) 
threw his mind into chat unhappy propenſity. 
The peeviſh fit is vilibly raging in his i imagina- 
tion, 
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tion, when it ſuggeſts his theological notions. It 
is not to a mind thus fretted and diſturbed by 
malignant paſſion that the ſecret of the Lord and 
bis covenant is revealed, Pſal. xxv. The meek and 
gentle, and ſuch as keep his teſtimonies, are alone 
qualified to feel that he is gracious and righteous, 
and to ſay with David, that all his weys are mercy 
and truth, 


Page 169. Line 404. (22) From that unvizor'd 
front.] An Engliſhman who at this day ſhall 
enter into an extenſive acquaintance and free con- 
verſation with men of ſome underſtanding, through 
all the regions noted for groſs ſuperſtition in 
Europe, will be tempted to think the vizor is in- 


ſenſibly hanging looſer and looſer. In France he 
will be apt to fancy he ſees it actually dropping 
off already. By what concurrence of moral cauſes 
this openly avowed change of ſentiment is pro- 
Auced. while outward forms remain unaltered and 
ſeemingly unalterable, I need not ſay. The ge- 
neral name there at preſent for the deſpiſed and 
perſecuted proteſtant ſect is la Religion, to which 


. the Eſtabliſhinent, in the proper name it 
commonly 
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commonly affects, ! Eygliſe, declares eternal enmity; 
fupported by the countenance of a defpotic go- 
yernment, and the unprincipled ſticklers for the 
religion of the ſtate be it what it will, 


Page 174. Line 301. (23) Give Science, puny 
child,] © No ſcience ever flouriſhed, while it was 
* confined to a ſet of men who lived by it as a 
* profeſſion. Such men have purſuits very diffe- 
rent from the end and deſign of their art. The 
* intereſted views of a trade are far different from 


tt the enlarged and liberal proſpects of genius and 


& ſcience. When the knowledge of an art is con- 
56. fined in this 'manher, every private practitioner 
* muſt attend to the general principles of hits 
*: trafe} or ſtarve. If he goes out of the common 
6 path, he is an object of the jealoufy and abuſe 
of his brethren, and among the reſt of mans 
21K ind, he can neither find Juflges nor patrons.“ 
Compurative View of the State and Faculties of 
Nan and other Animals, Page 11 i. 4th Edition. 
An unreſerved, yet judicious commentary upon 
this text, ſeverally applied by perfect adepts in 

Da the 
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the myſtery or trade of each of the learned pro- 
feſfions, would be a moſt valuable preſent to the 
public. We muſt ſuppoſe them at the ſame time 
endued with independency of ſpirit ſufficient do 
renounce all ſordid attachment to it's favour, and 
fortitude to encounter the inevitable perſecution 
of it's dull reproaches. But where, alas! among 
theſe perfect adepts ſhall we hope to find the 
man, who to the propoſal. of ſuch an. undertaking 
would nat reply with an inward laugh: 
Caro, la mia virti non giunge d tanto. 
Friend, ſhort of ſuch-a taſk: my daring falls. 
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Page 176. Line 346. (24) Your Wickliffes, La 
timers.] The accounts publiſhed ſome years ago 
of the peculiar ſpirit, that animated the fre firſt 
mentioned worthies cannot be too ſtrongly recom- 
mended to all who are preparing to quit: the 
monkiſh, and too often utterly, inſignificant life 
of an academic, to enter the world in a. ſacred 
character. By the mercy of God we are not at 
preſent called upon to exemplify the ſame, forti- 
tude in fiery rials. But if by contemplating their 
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active beneficence and genuine piety, their diſdain 
of all temporal intereſt or grandeur, that inter- 


fered with their far more elevated hopes, their | 
ingenuity in acknowledging the little failings and J 
miſtakes, naturally incident to humanity, their | 


ardour in veſtigating, candour in embracing, and | | 


reſolution in aſſerting the truth, we could raiſe our 4 
minds to an emulation of the like principles of 
conduct, to what a glorious pitch of well-grounded 


eſteem and veneration might the clerical profeſſion 
thus happily be reſtored ? 
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THE END. 
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